Designing Tasks that Support

Valid and Reliable Assessment

Viewer’s Guide

Learning Goals: We are learning how to plan effective
tasks so that students can generate valid and reliable
evidence of learning.

For learning in small groups: Discuss and capture on chart paper or on a
shared digital document.

For learning individually: Write or record your thoughts on paper or digitally.

Before Viewing

1. Map out on paper or orally explain to a partner the process you follow
when designing tasks for your students.

2. What considerations do you make when designing an effective task for
students in your subject area or course?

3. What questions do you have about task design that you would like
answered in this clip? You will refer back to these questions after viewing
the clip.

After Viewing

3. List the considerations the teacher in the video made as she designed
a rich task for her students. Compare this list to your own considerations.
Are there any that you might want to fold into your own task design
process as a result of watching this video clip?

4. How do these considerations help ensure validity and reliability in the




evidence of learning that she will gather from students as they engage
and complete the task? (see Glossary in Growing Success document for
definitions of validity and reliability)

5. Refer back to your questions before viewing the video clip. Check off
the questions for which you now have answers, and circle the ones that
are still unanswered. Brainstorm with a partner or individually other
resources you can access (ex. eduGAINS.ca) to find information to
answer your remaining questions.

Facilitator Guide: Possible Responses

[3] Considerations the teacher made when designing a rich task were to

. ensure the task was rooted in multiple areas of the achievement chart

. provide a culminating opportunity for students to demonstrate the
historical inquiry skills they learned throughout the course

. provide the opportunity for students to use the skills they had
practiced over time, such as source analysis, formulating questions,
etc

. design a task that allowed her to measure the extent to which
students learned the curriculum expectations

[4] How these considerations help ensure validity and reliability in the
evidence of learning:
« Yields consistent and stable demonstrations of learning over time or
in multiple ways
. Allows for differentiated and multiple opportunities for students to
learn, practice and demonstrate what they know and can do
. Permits the purposeful and authentic use of the achievement chart to
assess and evaluate learning




