
Creative Response to an Assigned Poem 

Student Perspective 

 

TEXT ON SCREEN:  What does technology-enabled learning look like? 

 

STUDENT: In this activity, we were asked to read and analyze the poem by Emily Dickinson, 
“Because I Could Not Stop for Death”. Through looking at Dickinson’s use of metaphors and 
symbolism, we were able to dissect the poem’s main theme surrounding the concept of death. As a 
reflection component of this assignment, we were asked to respond creatively in any media or form 
we wished to the poem’s central themes. Along with the creative component, we were asked to write 
a corresponding paragraph detailing our creative choices, connections drawn between our response 
and the poem, and how the creative response interpreted the same delivery devices that Dickinson 
used in her work.  
 
For my creative response, I chose to choreograph a figure skating program to a song called “Hide 
and Seek” by Imogen Heap. Both the poem and this piece of music imply time passing and a 
realization that an end of some sort is near. Both written in a somewhat narrative style, both pieces 
have a progression through time and motion. I really wanted to express this distortion between time 
and motion through my choreography. The piece involved a lot of smooth, full-bodied motion, 
lengthening at different speeds in an attempt to invoke a sense of pulling from thoughts to reality. The 
choreographed piece begins with a confused and uncomfortable feeling progressing towards a 
realization and a reflection of events taking place similarly to how Dickinson concludes with the 
realization and inevitable event of death.  
 
This assignment was so much more meaningful because I got to interpret the work in a very personal 
way. And I felt more drawn to the meaning of Dickinson’s work because I was directly relating it with 
my own. Through analyzing and reinterpreting, I was able to successfully convey what I had learned 
in a very unique way. 
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