
Creative Responses to an Assigned Poem 

The 7 Principles of Learning  
 

Principle 1 

EDUCATOR: Students enjoyed this learning activity because it combined personal response with 
creativity. Students were able to connect to the learning through creative reflective expression and in 
this way, the work had a personalized genesis. Self-regulation was apparent as students were able to 
complete the task independently or with the help of peers or the teacher which was encouraged and 
used by some. Through self-regulation and peer commentary, students were provided with an 
opportunity to develop an understanding of themselves through responses to their demonstrations on 
both creative and analytic levels. Technology was used to support active engagement through the 
use of self, peer, and teacher comments and assessment. 

 

Principle 2 

EDUCATOR:  Student collaboration occurred post project via constructive comments. 

In this case, I would identify the learning space as having taken place within Adobe Connect and 
within the Discussion Forum in Canvas (Learning Management System approved by the district). 

 

Principle 3 

EDUCATOR: Students were motivated by the freedom of personal creative expression as the piece 
was making a poetic statement regarding Dickinson’s view of death and immortality; Dickinson’s 
theme was echoed through the students’ creative contributions. Peer and teacher feedback was used 
to both acknowledge student achievement and individuality. 

 

Principle 4 

EDUCATOR: Students shared prior knowledge in the synchronous class. A next step would include 
having students able to share an understanding of prior knowledge asynchronously as well. The 
learning activity was reflective of personal creative choice. Evidence of personal prior knowledge was 
exhibited through class discussion in Adobe Connect where the source poem was deconstructed and 
this led to an ensuing discussion on Dickinson’s view of immortality in relation to that held within 
popular culture and by individuals in Western society. 

 

Principle 5 

EDUCATOR: Students were able to access support through the LMS Inbox or by coming to the 
synchronous class or office hour with specific questions or concerns. Students with varying skillsets 
were offered specific step-by-step instructions.  

 

Principle 6 

EDUCATOR: Learning Goals were clearly stated at the beginning of the unit of study and again at the 
start of this activity. Students were able to refer to these Learning Goals throughout the activity and to 
receive ongoing informal feedback as needed throughout the process. Through the creation of a 
creative response, students were able to demonstrate a deep understanding of how a singular theme 
can be communicated in a variety of ways with some being concrete and others more abstract. 

 

Principle 7 
EDUCATOR:  Students were able to make connections between personal experiences and the theme 
of the source poem as well as to each other. 


