
Student Expert Talks in French 

Educator Reflection 

 

TEXT ON SCREEN:  What does technology-enabled learning look like? 

 

EDUCATOR: I learned that students are motivated to use the iPad applications that 

we introduced to them. I also learned that it helps them practice their oral skills and 

specifically we didn’t use it for this purpose but some of those apps can also help 

provide differentiated instruction for students who aren’t able to express themselves 

in writing they can record their voice speaking in French and the text can be given to 

them by the application.  

 

I have already recommended the applications that we used in the classroom to any 

of my former colleagues who were doing early French Immersion because I think 

they would be ideal for that very oral based program. And then this summer my goal 

is to look at the applications that the Simcoe County District School Board has 

available on airwatch and see which apps I think would be best used in my 

classroom.  

 

My journey seems to be jump in and figure it out. Everything that’s new that comes 

out it seems you just have to take it and try it and see what works for you and what 

doesn’t because how one teacher would use specific technology may not work for 

you or your students so it’s a lot of trial and error and it’s really been learning it with 

the kids. I don’t really have time to go and become an expert on specific things 

before I take them it into the classroom because we will be onto something new so 

it’s bringing it in having a plan and then kind of working through it with the kids and 

changing that plan as we go along as we figure out that some things work and some 

things don’t work. And that seems to be the path I have been going on with every 

different piece of technology that I try to incorporate into the classroom.  

 

I still struggle using technology in the classroom, finding a balance, making sure that 

I am using technology that is engaging the kids but the reason to continue is 

because the kids are motivated and their excited and it provides just a wealth of 

resources, teaching a second language having the access to the Internet and 

showing visuals to the kids so that you can explain something that the kids aren’t 

getting in French. That’s been such a crutch for me since I’ve been using the 

SMARTboard and whatever tools we’ve been using to provide students with all that 

visual reinforcement and what we’re learning and then able to use the iPads. The 

kids love to play with the ipads, and now we’re kind of showing them how they can 

play and do work at the same time. 
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