
Grade 7&8 - Mapmaker - Using Data to Make Connections to Global Inequalities 
Student Perspective 
 
TEXT ON SCREEN:  What does technology-enabled learning look like? 

 
MICHAEL:  My name is MICHAEL Ade-Conde, I’m in Grade 8 going into Grade 9. I go 
to Indian Creek Road Public School. 
 
HALLE:  HALLE Brown, Grade 7 going into Grade 8, Indian Creek Road 
 
MICHAEL:  The learning activity was to find landforms and plot them on a map using 
MapMaker Interactive. 
 
Before we...it started in Grade 7, we’ve been doing a lot of the technology based 
assignments so I think that it’s kind of, I’m kind of used to the way we use technology to 
do assignments. So yeah. 
 
Yeah I think it touched really on Geography because I know a lot about countries 
coming from like England, Ireland and Nigeria, so I think I know a bit more. I think I 
know a lot, have a good perspective on those countries so yeah it really hits my learning 
interests. 
 
I think one of the main cHALLEnges was finding a precise location on the map because 
if you enter your destination or location it doesn’t really zoom in on the location that you 
want, and sometimes it gets a bit finicky so I guess those are the main cHALLEnges. 
Um I did an Iceberg which was pretty hard to find because there were so many Icebergs 
in that region so that was pretty hard to find. 
 
Yeah I think it gave me a better understanding because now I know, okay so, you can 
because on different layers you can see how big a landform is or how small a landform 
is so you can kinda identify by which one, which one you want to talk about. 
 
Well I’m not sure if it’s layers or maps, but you can change uh the map imagery so you 
can change it to be terrain or maybe...I forget the other ones but there are different kind 
of different kind of uh, masks that the map can put on. For example, if you’re looking at 
maybe an Iceberg you can change the map so you can look at it from a better view. 
 
Okay so the tectonic plates are basically a layer that kind of highlights where the plates 
are so it kind of so it identifies it in colours - so green, maybe red, orange and all those 
beside. So those are different tectonic plates and where the border is you can identify 
that that’s where a natural disaster is, mainly earthquakes. So for example, I did the, I 
forget what it was, I think it was in San Andreas - the San Andreas Fault - yes San 
Andreas Fault which was a occurring like on the border of two tectonic plates - so that 
therefore it had more, had a higher chance of having natural a natural disaster - 
earthquakes - so using that layer you can show how the tectonic plates can have an 
effect on the landform. 



 
So before we did this I know we did - a bit of, like you did an introduction and we had an 
example showing the lights and stuff, so I already knew because I came from Nigeria 
like there were lots of lots of people living in Nigeria so the lights tend or the natural, or 
like the energy seems to be a bit more in that region than in other countries and I knew 
that because I knew know that there were a lot more people living in Nigeria therefore 
there should be a bit more more - more energy. So I guess that’s how I had a bit of an 
advantage. 
 
HALLE:  So one of the problems was that I would go on it and it would delete, and then I 
would have to restart everything, so that was kind of annoying. 
 
Because I wasn’t doing something right properly to save it, which I should have been 
doing, and then that caused it to delete. 
 
So one of them was that I found out that MapMaker sent out an email of your latest map 
so you could click on that and it would bring you to what you had. And also, what I did 
was I typed up all my information in Google Docs and then I would copy and paste it in 
so even if it did delete I wouldn’t lose my information I could just paste it back into 
MapMaker. 
 
I knew it was successful because I would always go back and look at the success 
criteria and I knew that it had met everything I did. I added a little bit more detail than 
what was needed to make sure I got through to like so that people understood what I 
was trying to talk about. 
 
I like using a rubric to know that myself like I know that I’ve done a good job, and it’s not 
just like, oh I think that I’ve done a good job. But if you are a high level worker then like 
you should know if you’ve done like a good job, or if you’ve just like not have done as 
good as you could have done. 
 
It’s more advanced because it’s up to date and it will always be updated in case there is 
something else that has been added. And also, if you ever needed help using the map, 
you could there is always like a help button, where if you’ve never used a map before 
and you grabbed the paper one you wouldn’t you couldn’t read it then that would be a 
problem. 
 
You should let your kids work on laptops, iPads, Chromebooks because it benefits their 
learning because they already know for jobs in the future they will know how to use it. 
For it will help their writing skills, because it auto-corrects. It it tells them what they did 
wrong, it grammarizes for them and it adds stuff that it needs to be added and it will tell 
you what you need to do better. 
 
MICHAEL:  Teachers should maybe give students a variety of apps or sources, 
anything to create or do their  assignments on, because if there’s a wide variety 
students can like pick and choose which ones they prefer to do their assignments on so 



I guess if teachers do that, uh, students will have a better time, so maybe one students 
prefers maybe Slides over Adobe Slate, or one student prefers Assembly over I dunno 
maybe iMovie or something like that. I guess if teachers give them a variety of apps and 
and things that students can pick and choose which ones they like. 
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