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Technology Enabled Learning and Teaching 

Learning Experiences from Ontario Students and Educators 

Grade 7/8 - Mapmaker - Using Data to Make Connections to Global 
Inequalities 

Learning Experience Resources  

Digital Tools  

Educators should always use these questions to help guide your choice and use of digital 

tools: 

● what are the educational benefits of using this tool?  
● is this Ministry licensed or board-provided? 
● are there board-approved or supported tools that would do the same thing?  
● have I followed all school and board policies?  
● do students have to create accounts? If so, what personal information is being shared?  
● do I have parent permission as required?  
● is the tool any more "open" than my classroom? Will people outside my classroom walls 

be able to see student information and work?  
● will students be identifiable?  
● is there a setting for "moderation" - allowing me to approve comments before they show 

up?  
 

What are some different digital resources to address the same learning activities? 

Data Collection and Analysis 

Digital Tool Options Benefits of this Option Digital Tool Supports 

Mapmaker Interactive 

 

● Built-in layers on a range of 
different topics for students to 
explore to make connections 

● Generates a sharable link so 
that others can collaborate in 
real time 

● Work can be organized and 
saved as separate slides to 
function as a presentation tool 

● Contains a variety of different 
map types, including satellite 
imagery so that students can 
fully explore the context of 
regions 

 
Educators are reminded to review 
board procedures for approved 
technologies and request student 
and/or parent signatures for 
acceptable use. Many online tools 

Mapmaker Interactive Tutorial 1 
- Basemaps (YouTube) 
 
This is part of a series 
produced by National 
Geographic. Educators and 
students can follow along with 
the included tutorials to better 
understand the toolset and 
program. 

http://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLgV_y-Yhxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLgV_y-Yhxo
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Digital Tool Options Benefits of this Option Digital Tool Supports 

identify age restrictions for 
account creations and, therefore, 
terms of use/service must be 
regularly reviewed. 

ArcView 9.2 (OSAPAC) 

 

● ArcView allows for mapping, 
analysis, data editing and map 
publishing 

● Students can import data sets 
for visualization within the tool 

● Includes 3D views to better 
explore surface texture and 
elevation 

ESRI Canada 
 
ESRI Canada provides a 
multitude of resources and 
training information for 
educators and students looking 
to learn how to use GIS 
software. 
 
Connect your board’s 
Technology Enabled Learning 
and Teaching (TELT) Contact 
access and support. 

Google My Maps 

 
 

Some districts may provide access 
through Google Apps for Education. 
 

● Linked to GAFE accounts so 
students and educators 
working with Google Apps can 
automatically save/share work 

● Contains the ability to import 
spreadsheet data from a range 
of different formats 

● Maps are web-based on 
viewable on computers, tablets 
and mobile devices 

● User interface is intuitive and 
familiar for those already 
comfortable with the Google 
Suite 

Introduction to Google My 
Maps (Tutorial Video and Help 
Forum) 

Digital Citizenship 

Resource Connections to the Learning Experience 

 
OSAPAC collection of curated digital citizenship 
resources for elementary educators and 
students 

With this activity students will need to be able to 
activate creative thinking skills while conducting 
themselves appropriately within an online 
environment. Online mapping tools are 
extremely powerful and allow for student to 
student collaboration. Consequently, educators 
and students may want to consult the Health and 
Protection sections of the included resources.  

https://www.osapac.ca/?s=ArcView
http://www.esri.ca/
https://www.google.ca/maps/about/mymaps/
https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024396?hl=en
https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024396?hl=en
https://support.google.com/mymaps/answer/3024396?hl=en
https://www.osapac.ca/dc/elementary/
https://www.osapac.ca/dc/elementary/
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Resource Connections to the Learning Experience 

Common Sense Media 
Digital Citizenship 

Division-appropriate resources address such 
Digital Citizenship topics as: 

● Internet Safety 

● Privacy & Security 

● Relationships & Communication 

● Cyberbullying & Digital Drama 

● Digital Footprint & Reputation 

● Self-Image & Identity 

● Information Literacy 

● Creative Credit & Copyright 

 

Mozilla Web Literacy and 21st Century Skills 
Resource 

The ‘READ’ section of this resource is especially 
useful for this activity. It explains that reading 
online requires an understanding of web 
mechanics, which means that students must be 
able to evaluate, synthesize, navigate, and 
search effectively, in order to better manipulate 
resources to communicate thinking.  

 

 

Curriculum and Assessment  

Resource Connections to the Learning Experience 

The Ontario Curriculum - History and Geography 
- Grades 7 and 8 

The Curriculum policy document was used for 
planning this learning experience - program, 
assessment and expectations. 
 
Expectations should be referenced in 
determining criteria for assessment. 
 
As this is the revised document, educators may 
want to refer to inquiry prompts as they seek 
guidance toward a student centered classroom.  

Teach UNICEF Teach UNICEF resources have been developed 
to support educators in the exploration of social, 
political and economic issues of global concern. 
Activities and resources are interdisciplinary and 
searchable across a wide range of topics 
including education, human rights, sustainable 
development, peace education and poverty.  

OPHEA Teaching Tools - Assessment in Inquiry- While built originally for educators to explore 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/internet-safety
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/privacy-and-security
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/relationships-and-communication
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/cyberbullying-and-digital-drama
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/digital-footprint-and-reputation
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/self-image-and-identity
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/information-literacy
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/digital-citizenship/creative-credit-and-copyright
https://learning.mozilla.org/web-literacy
https://learning.mozilla.org/web-literacy
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/sshg18curr2013.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/sshg18curr2013.pdf
https://teachunicef.org/
http://teachingtools.ophea.net/supplements/inquiry-based-learning/assessment-inquiry-based-learning
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Resource Connections to the Learning Experience 

Based Learning through the lens of Health and Physical 
Education, this resource provides a great deal of 
guidance regarding assessment practices in an 
inquiry based classroom. It highlights the 
importance of triangulation of evidence and 
provides a framework for effective planning for 
what students need to know and how they are 
going to get there by the end of the inquiry 
process.  

Growing Success This learning experience provides opportunities 
for educators and students to gather evidence of 
learning through educator, peer, and self-
assessments; and learning goals and success 
criteria.  See Growing Success: Assessment, 
Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools, 
Chapter 4 for more information. 

 

 

 

http://teachingtools.ophea.net/supplements/inquiry-based-learning/assessment-inquiry-based-learning
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growSuccess.pdf

