
 

Supporting Student Voice and Self-Directed Learning in Makerspace 

Educator Reflection 

 

TEXT ON SCREEN:  What does technology-enabled learning look like? 

 

LISA:  My name is Lisa Marshall and I teach at Arthur Public School in the Upper Grand 

District School Board.  I teach the MID language and math program.  

 

NARRATOR:  During their visits to the Library Learning Commons Makerspace, Lisa’s 

students most commonly accessed YouTube tutorials to receive their instruction. 

 

INTERVIEWER: Did the digital tools increase or decrease the cognitive rigor of the 

task? 

 

LISA: Using the tools that my students used, they didn't have to read through written 

instructions and they didn't have to follow multi-step instructions all at once. They were 

able to use that brain capacity, or the energy, to focus more on what they needed to do 

rather than just the instructions involved. They didn't get frustrated when they couldn't 

read the instructions. They didn't give up as easily as they normally would because they 

found a way that work best for them. They were able to figure out their learning style 

and use that to their benefit. They could spend that energy on actually doing the task 

rather than focusing on what it was they needed to do. 

 

INTERVIEWER: Did using technology to enable learning involve any of the 21st 

Century competencies? 

 

LISA: The technology definitely allowed for independence.  The students were able to 

choose what it is they wanted to work on and they were able to work together in a 

variety of capacities, problem solve together.  Every day we saw collaboration.  

Students working on duct tape wallets--one student didn’t know what half of 7 inches 

was and needed to cut the duct tape at that point and another student was quick to 

come over and just show her how to figure that out. We saw communication, whether 

they were programming Dash, and trying to figure out what angle Dash needed to turn 

at to follow the course. The problem solving was wonderful, watching them work 

together to come up with different ways to try things or finding different videos that might 

help them more. The creative thinking that we saw that doesn't show up in the 

classroom. Students were able to show us the learning that we have done before in a 

more natural capacity. We also saw some wonderful collaboration throughout the school 

so students in older grades coming to students in the MID class as experts to show 



them how it is Dash works or show them how a duct tape wallet is put together so that 

was very interesting to see those grade 7/8s coming to my students in grade 4 to find 

out how something is done.  
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