
Supporting Student Voice and Self-Directed Learning 

Educator Overview  

 

TEXT ON SCREEN:  What does technology-enabled learning look like? 

 

LISA:  My name is Lisa Marshall and I teach at Arthur Public School in the Upper Grand 

District School Board. I teach the MID language and math program.  

 

So we started a reading program this year and I was struggling to put the program 

together with my students because they were very busy, lots of them having lots of 

issues with working independently.  Our teacher-librarian was working to start the 

Makerspace program here at school and had lots of time where teachers were not 

utilizing the Makerspace so we decided to work together and some of my students 

would come into Makerspace while I did the reading program so I can work with a small 

group. So each day they would come in and check the schedule they would check as to 

whether they read that day or not and, if not, they would head to Makerspace and 

choose the activities that they wanted to work on for that day. 

 

INTERVIEWER: Okay Lisa, so could you describe the learner and the community that 

impacts this activity. 

 

LISA: So, as I said, I teach the MID class.  So they are students that typically have a 

very low reading level, they struggle with the reading and the comprehension. They are 

also students that are a lot less confident in the traditional academic activities that we 

offer in a classroom. So for lots of them it's very difficult to jump into something and try 

and follow written instructions.  Assessment tends to be a little bit more difficult because 

they struggle with worksheets or the traditional test so finding things that work for them 

tends to be a little bit harder to do.  So Makerspace gave them time to test things out. 

We actually started with just my group, my 12 students in the Learning Commons and 

they were able to check out the menu, look at the activities that were available and work 

on things on their own. They didn't have other students, age-appropriate students, 

working with them where they were not feeling confident. So it gave them time to try out 

all of the different activities that were available and find out how they learned best. So 

they were the first class which gave them a little bit more confident, more confidence 

and other students then came to them as the experts of the group. 

 

ANGELA:  Hi, my name is Angela Novikow and I teach at Arthur Public School in Upper 

Grand District School Board.  Makerspace engages students by offering choice in their 

learning, providing them with ownership. It is set up in a way that provides students with 

the opportunities to collaborate and discover learning through their own interests and 



also allows for critical problem solving. Makerspace reaches learners of all different 

levels of readiness. At Arthur Public School we started Makerspace as a recess learning 

community and we have just begun to bring it into our classrooms this year. In my grade 

seven and eight classroom, Makerspace provides me with the opportunity to run my 

guided reading and guided writing sessions with more effectiveness because I am 

having a group of students come down to the Learning Commons to do their 

Makerspace activities and the remainder of the students I have makes for a class size 

that's more manageable. It also provides students learners who need the smaller class 

numbers with the success. 

 

During Makerspace, students have access to a variety of low and high tech learning 

materials. Some of the materials our students have access to are acrylic paints, 

canvases, Zentangle materials, LittleBit kits,  Dash and Dot, iPads for claymations, 

Green screening, Chromebooks, Scratch, 3D printer and a MacBook Air.  What they 

decide to use when they are here at Makerspace comes after they've had some 

opportunity to reflect.  This is where the learning log comes into play. Metacognition is a 

very important factor in this stage of Makerspace. The learning log is made up of three 

parts.  The first part of the learning log talks about today’s learning. This is where 

students discuss what they have done in this session of Makerspace. The next section 

of the learning log discusses the encounters of today.  So this is where students talk 

about the skills that they have used or the skills that they have learned, along with the 

roadblocks they came across and how they worked to overcome those roadblocks.  The 

last part of the learning log discusses their next steps.  So in this section, students 

decide whether or not the skills and the materials they have been using during that day 

is something they want to continue to explore and use more of.  Or, if they feel like 

they’ve conquered that skill and that task, they can plan on what they are going to do 

the next time they come to Makerspace. 

 

Many students choose to turn this reflection into a digital portfolio of their learning, by 

using technology to document their learning experiences.  
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