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Supporting Transitions for Students with Special Education Needs 
Questions and Answers 

 
1. Why is the Ministry of Education introducing new requirements regarding 

supporting transitions for students with special education needs? 
 

Effective transition planning is important for all students, especially for students with 
special education needs.  Personalized and precise student transition plans reflect 
the individual students’ strengths and needs and provide the foundation for 
successful transition experiences. 
  
The ministry is acting on recommendations from the Auditor General’s Report on 
Special Education and recommendations from the Minister’s Advisory Council on 
Special Education (MACSE) to help ensure that transitions for all students with 
special education needs are effectively managed. 
 
The purpose of PPM 156 is to provide direction to school boards regarding the 
development of the student transition plans for all students who 

• have been identified as exceptional by an Identification, Placement, and 
Review Committee (IPRC); or  

• have an Individual Education Plan (IEP; or 
• at the discretion of the board require special education programs and/or 

services, who have not been identified as exceptional and who does not 
have an IEP. 

 
PPM 156 provides direction to school boards regarding the development of student 
transition plans as part of the Individual Education Plan (IEP).  The intent of PPM 
156 is to formalize the current effective practices related to supporting transitions in 
order to ensure a more consistent approach across schools.  Effective transition 
planning will support increased student achievement and well being and improve the 
continuity of programs and services for students with special education needs. 
 
2. Are students identified as exceptional solely on the basis of giftedness 

required to have transition plans?  
 
Yes.  Student transition plans are required for all students identified as exceptional 
by an Identification, Placement, and Review Committee (IRPC) or have an IEP. 

 
3. How does PPM 156 impact the transition plan requirements outlined in 

Regulation 181/98? 
 
Regulation 181/98 sets out requirements for transition plans for exceptional students 
aged 14 or older to transition to appropriate post-secondary school activities, such 
as work, further education and community living.  Regulation 181/98 does not 
require a transition plan to be developed for students identified as exceptional solely 
on the basis of giftedness. 
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The purpose of PPM 156 is to provide direction to school boards regarding the 
development of the student transition plans for all students with special education 
needs in Kindergarten to Grade 12, including students identified solely on the basis 
of giftedness.   A transition plan as identified in PPM 156 must be in place to support 
the student in those transitions which may include: entry to school; transition 
between grades; moving from school to school; from elementary to secondary 
school;  as well as transition from secondary school to next appropriate pathways as 
identified in Regulation 181/98. 
  
Where a student transition plan, as part of an IEP, does not include a plan for 
transition to appropriate post-secondary school activities and the pupil has attained 
the age of 14, the student transition plan portion of the IEP must be modified to 
include the actions required for the student’s transition to appropriate post-
secondary activities. 
 
4. Do transition requirements for students with autism outlined in 

Policy/Program Memorandum (PPM) No. 140: Incorporating Methods of 
Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) into Programs for Students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) still apply? 
 

Yes.  PPM 140 provides specific transition planning requirements for students with 
autism spectrum disorders (ASD). The requirements outlined in PPM 140 continue 
to apply to students identified as ASD, in addition to the requirements set out in PPM 
156. 
 
5. Are student transition plans required for students moving in and out of a 

care and/or treatment, custody and correctional facilities (Section 23 
Classrooms)? 
 

Effective transition planning is important for students transitioning into or out of 
CTCC programs. For students in care and/or treatment, custody, and correctional 
facilities, the document entitled Guidelines for Educational Programs for Students in 
Government Approved Care and/or Treatment, Custody and Correctional Facilities 
(2014-15) outlines how the facility and the board that is providing the educational 
program will work together to create transition plans for students in these facilities. In 
general, a student moving in or out of a CTCC program should have a transition plan 
that is developed through cooperation between the staff of the CTCC program and 
the school of the board. If a student is enrolled in a school of the board and meets 
the requirements of PPM 156, the requirements in the PPM in relation to transition 
planning/ transition plans must be met.  
 
6. How does PPM 156 apply to students attending Kindergarten? 
 
PPM 156 applies to all students identified as exceptional by an IPRC, have an IEP, 
or require special education programs and/or services from Kindergarten to Grade 
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12.  Often new students that have been receiving support from a regulated health 
professional and/or community agency prior to entry to school have not yet been 
formally identified through the IPRC process nor has an IEP been developed 
however, because of their need for special education programs and/or services a 
transition plan may be required.   

 
7. How is the student transition plan connected to the Individual Education 

Plan?  
 
A student transition plan is a part of the IEP and should be incorporated as such.   
 
8. Is a transition plan required for a student with special education needs who 

has not been identified as exceptional by an Identification Placement 
Review Committee, and who does not have an IEP? 

 
At the discretion of the board, a student transition plan may be developed for a 
student who requires special education programs and/or services, and has not been 
identified by an IPRC and does not have an IEP.   
 
9. Is there a role for parent(s)/guardian(s) and community partners in the 

development of transition plans? 
 

Student transition plans must be developed in collaboration and consultation with the 
parent(s)/guardian(s), the student (as appropriate), post-secondary-institutions 
(where appropriate), and community agencies and/or partners as necessary.  

 
10. If no transition needs are identified for an individual student, is a student 

transition plan still required? 
 
Yes. If a student’s transition needs are adequately supported at the time, or if the 
student has no particular need of support during the transition, the transition plan 
should state that no additional actions are required. 
 
11. When should student transition plans be reviewed? 
 
Student transition plans are part of a student’s IEP and therefore must be reviewed 
and updated during the review and update of the student’s IEP.  The results of each 
review should be used to inform the evolution of the student transition plan. 
 
The IEP is a working document that can be adjusted on an ongoing basis in 
consultation with parents. The formal review and update to the IEP should take 
place at least once every formal reporting period.   
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12. What transitions needs are required to be included as part of the student 
transition plan? 

 
Student transition plans consider the physical, emotional, and learning transition 
needs based on strengths and needs of the individual student to support the student 
during transitions.  A student transition plan must be in place to support the student 
in those transitions which may include: entry to school; transitions between grades; 
moving from school to school or between an outside agency/facility and a school; 
transition from elementary to secondary school; transition from secondary school to 
the next appropriate pathway.  

 
13.  What emotional needs should be considered when developing a transition 

plan? 
 
An emotional need refers to an identified individualized student need regarding the 
effective progress in their emotional, social, or behavioural development that would 
impact the student’s transition in or outside the school environment. 
  
14. What will the impact of PPM 156 be on school board staff involved in the 

development of a student transition plan?   
 
The intent of PPM 156 is to formalize the current effective practices related to 
supporting transitions for students with special education needs. School board staff 
involved in collaborative discussions regarding the development of the IEP will also 
inform the transition plan based on the strengths and needs of the student.  
Continuing to include the transition plan as part of the IEP will ensure that transition 
planning is integrated into existing processes.  

 
Effective transition planning for students with special education needs will support 
increased student achievement and well being and result in the continuity of 
programs and/or services for these students. 
 
15. Will the Ministry of Education provide a standard template?  
 
The Transition Planning: A Resource Guide 2002 includes sample transition plans.  
It is being updated as part of the revision to the guide Special Education in Ontario:  
Kindergarten to Grade 12.   
 
In addition, the ministry recognizes that there is a wide range of strategies, tools, 
and resources currently in place to provide effective transition planning for all 
students.  The ministry encourages schools to continue to utilize these resources to 
support transitions for all students. 
 
The ministry will work in consultation with the school boards following the release of 
the PPM over the next year to gather, share, and develop effective practices in 
preparation for the implementation of the PPM in fall 2014.   
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The ministry is in the process of updating the IEP samples that are currently 
available on the Council of Ontario Directors of Education (CODE) website to include 
transition plans.   
 
 
16. What is the relationship between “All About Me” portfolios/Individual 

Pathways Plans (IPP) and the Individual Education Plan (IEP) and/or 
Transition plan for students with special education needs.   

  
Creating Pathways to Success sets out the new career development policy for 
Ontario schools, which involves the implementation of a comprehensive 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 education and career/life planning program designed to 
help students achieve their personal goals and become competent, successful, and 
contributing members of society. This is a whole-school program delivered through 
classroom instruction linked to the curriculum and through broader school programs 
and activities.  “All About Me” portfolios and IPP, are required for all students, and 
may be used as a source of information, among various others, when developing the 
IEP and transition plan.  Ontario schools will begin to implement the policy outlined 
in Creating Pathways to Success in September 2013. Full implementation will begin 
in September 2014. Additional information may be found in  “Creating Pathways to 
Success: An Education and Career/Life Planning Program for Ontario Schools, 
Policy and Program Requirements, Kindergarten to Grade 12, 2013.”   

  
  


