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Presenter
Presentation Notes
IEP e-CommunityBefore we begin the seminar we would like to invite you to consider becoming a member of the IEP e-Community.  This site was established for participants to interact with other educators in Ontario and to share resources and ideas with professionals around the province. The URL shown on this slide will lead you to the registration site.  This e-Community is password protected and is for employees of district school boards only.  

mailto:Alain.broux@ontario.ca
mailto:Alain.broux@ontario.ca


Ministry of Education Strategic Directions 
 Overall Goals 

 
• Higher levels of student achievement 
• Reduced gaps in student achievement 
• Increased public confidence in publicly 

funded education 
 
 
NOTE: These goals include students 

with special education needs. 

Special Education Goals  
 
• Improve achievement and well-being of 

students with special education needs  
• Increase capacity of schools to effectively meet 

the needs of all learners 
• Support the development and implementation 

of effective Individual Education Plans (IEPs) 
• Enhance collaboration among ministries, 

schools, families and community partners  
• Improve balance between teaching and 

learning and required processes and 
documentation  

• Enable transitions for students into, through 
and exiting from the system. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ministry of Education Strategic DirectionsDisplayed on this slide are current goals from the Minister of Education and from the Special Education Policy and Programs Branch of the Ministry.  This webinar will directly target the goals “Support the development and implementation of effective Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and “Enable transitions for students into, through and exiting from the system”.   It may also target “Enhance collaboration among ministries, schools, families and community partners.”



Why Is Transition Planning Important?  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why Transition Planning?The Ministry of Education, through PPM 156: Supporting Transitions for Students With Special Education Needs outlines some of the reasons why transition planning is important.  You may wish to take an opportunity for discussions about “Why Is Transition Planning Important?”    Pause the webinar for table discussions and then an opportunity to share ideas and examples of why it is important.  



Purpose of Transition Planning 

Individualized transition plans: 
• reflect a student’s strengths and needs  
• support the building of student resiliency 
• a valuable component of developing an individual student profile  
• result in continuity of programs and services for students with special 

education needs; and 

• support improved student achievement and well-being.  
 
Policy/Program Memorandum (PPM) 156:  Supporting Transitions for Students With Special 
Education Needs 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose of Transition PlanningTransition planning for students with special education needs is individualized and built on the student’s strengths and needs.  Transition planning considers both the student’s learning and well-being needs. A transition plan would also provide the continuity of special education programs and services from year to year, school to school and from one setting to another.  When transition planning is a collaborative effort among home, school and community, there is potential for an even greater continuity of services for the individual in various aspects of his/her life. 



Transitions 

Student 

PPM 140  

Guidelines for Educational Programs  
for Students in Government Approved  
Care and/or Treatment, Custody and  
Correctional Facilities (2014-15) 

PPM 156 

Integrated Transition Planning  
for Young People With Developmental  
Disabilities 

Regulation 181/98 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An important part of transition planning is knowing the students; their strengths and their needs. The transition team must consider the requirements of Regulation 181/98 when a student’s transition plan, as part of an IEP, does not include a plan for transition to appropriate post-secondary school activities and the pupil has attained the age of 14, the student transition plan portion of the IEP must be modified to include the actions required for the student’s transition to appropriate post-secondary activities (e.g.: work, further studies, community living). The transition team may also need to consider other guidelines and resources when developing a transition plan for a student.  For example, if a student has Autism Policy/Program Memorandum (PPM)  140 - Incorporating Methods of Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) into Programs for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder   (2007)  requirements will need to be considered.   If a student has a Developmental Disability,  Integrated Transition Planning for Young People with a Developmental Disability (2013) and the Transition Planning: A Resource Guide, 2002  requirements and practices may need to be considered.   If a student is a pupil of a board and is transitioning to a Section 23 class, the transition team may consider Guidelines for Educational Programs  for Students in Government Approved  Care and/or Treatment, Custody and  Correctional Facilities (2014-15).   Ministry directions, guidelines and resources may need to be considered when implementing PPM 156. 



Requirements of PPM 156 

• The school principal is responsible for ensuring that student transition plans are developed, 
implemented, and maintained. 

• A transition plan must be developed for all students who have an IEP, whether or not they 
have been identified as exceptional by an Identification, Placement, and Review Committee 
(IPRC) and including those identified as exceptional solely on the basis of giftedness. The 
transition plan is developed as part of the IEP. 

• At the discretion of the board, a transition plan may also be developed for students who 
receive special education programs and/or services but do not have an IEP and have not 
been identified as exceptional. 

• All transition plans must be developed in consultation with the parent(s),  the student (as 
appropriate), the postsecondary institution (where appropriate), and relevant community 
agencies and/or partners, as necessary. 

• For students who have an IEP, the transition plan must be reviewed as part of the review of 
the IEP. The results of each review should be used to update the transition plan. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Requirements of PPM 156The requirements of schools and school boards are outlined on the next two slides.  If you have a copy of the PPM in front of you, they are on page 2 of the PPM.  As outlined, the school principal is responsible for the development, implementation and maintenance of Transition Plans.  These plans must be developed for all students who have an IEP but can also be developed for students who receive special education programs and services but who do not have an IEP.  Again this requirement refers back to our earlier slides where it outlined that different boards document special education programs and services differently.  In addition, the Transition Plans must be developed with school staff and parents but also relevant community agencies, partners, and  postsecondary institutions where appropriate.  The student must also be involved where and when possible and appropriate.  The transition plan is reviewed as part of an annually IEP review if the student has an IEP.



Requirements of PPM 156 (con’t)  
• The physical, emotional, and learning needs of the student are considered when developing a 

transition plan, to determine if the student requires support when making transitions. 
Students make transitions in a variety of contexts: upon entry to school; between grades; 
from one program area or subject to another; when moving from school to school or from an 
outside agency/facility to a school; from elementary to secondary school; and from 
secondary school to the next appropriate pathway. 

• If the student has no particular need of support during transitions, the transition plan should 
state that no actions are required. When transition needs are identified for the student, 
school board staff must ensure that a transition plan is in place that addresses those needs. 

• Every transition plan will identify specific transition goals, support needs, the actions 
required to achieve the goals, roles and responsibilities, and timelines for the 
implementation and/or completion of each of the identified actions. 

• The transition plan must be stored in the Ontario Student Record (OSR) documentation 
folder. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Requirements of PPM 156 (con’t) As mentioned earlier, the  learning, physical and emotional needs of the student are considered when developing transition plans.  If however, the team determines that the student requires no transition items at this time, “no actions are required at this time” would be stated.  Otherwise the goals, needs, actions and roles and responsibilities and timelines are outlined on the plan and it is attached to the IEP and stored in the documentation file of the Ontario Student Record.



Resources to Support Transition 
Planning 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Resources to Support Transition PlanningThe Special Education Policy and Programs Branch published resources to assist classroom teachers and the Transition Planning team.  These documents are available on the Ministry of Education website at:  http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/speced.html



Transitions for Students With Special Education Needs  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/spotlight/june21-10.html 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We recommend that you show Video #1 (see-community) until approximately 1:12.Transitions for Students With Special Education NeedsTo demonstrate writing transition plans for students with special education needs, please watch this short video about Eric.  As you watch this video, write down any transition action items the team considered for Eric.  What supports did Eric require during his transitional times?  Who would you say was responsible for the action item and when would this action have taken place? 



A Transition Plan 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Transition PlanThis is a sample of the Transition Plan template that is part of the Ministry’s IEP Template.  Using this template while you viewed the short video, you may have noted such items as1. Meeting with parents, classroom teachers (current and new placement), board staff, community support, school principal and school support staff to discuss Eric’s environmental, learning and well-being needs.  This meeting would most likely have occurred well before the beginning of Eric’s new placement (regular class) and initially would have been the responsibility of board staff or the new principal.  2. At this meeting such action items such as a consistent activity for Eric to complete each day as he arrives at school (it seems that they decided on collecting the attendance) to ease his transition from home to school.  3. Another action item would have been the establishment of a sensory area in the classroom for Eric.  4. In addition, the classroom would need software and technical equipment for Eric’s learning needs.  You probably saw many other items that would have been considered for Eric’s transition and certainly in this case as the principal noted, it would take a team of people to ensure the successful transition for Eric. 



Student Voice  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student VoiceAll students require an Individual Pathway Plan(IPP). However for some students with special education needs, the transition plan becomes an important tool to delve deeper with the student actions required in the IPP.As mentioned in the requirements for PPM 156: Supporting Transitions for Students With Special Education Needs, students must be involved when appropriate in the planning, implementation and monitoring of their Transition Plan.  This info graphic was created as part of an activity at the Minister’s Student Advisory Council (2013-14) Annual Conference during the summer of 2013. This group of students commented on many aspects of their education and specifically about Individualized Learning.  Their insights are thoughtful and creative.  Consider how the voice of your students can be heard during the development, implementation and monitoring of their Transition Plans.“All About Me” portfolios and Individual Pathways Plans, which are require for all students, may be used as a source of information, among various others, when developing the Individual Education Plan and Transition Plan, which are require for all students who receive special education programs and services.  An individualized transition plan that reflects a student’s strengths and needs provides the foundation for a successful transitional experience to the next appropriate pathway for the student.  



Transitions for Students with Special Education 
Needs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://www.psbnet.ca/eng/general/financial_literacy_WRMS.html 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We would recommend that you show Video #2 (e-community) until approximately 4:48.Transitions for Students With Special Education NeedsThis video demonstrates transition planning  for students with special education needs at the secondary level. Please watch this short video from W R Ross Macdonald Provincial School.  As you watch this video, you will notice that the students are identifying what they will need in their transition plans.   Write down 3 things that the students identify that is necessary or important to them for transitions planning



A Transition Plan 

 

14 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Transition PlanSome items the students identified that are part of their transition plan were:Living Options—Apartment or Residence, Instructor from CNIB to assist with community orientation.  Walking to College.Transportation-Orientation and Mobility transportation could be arranged through CNIB Finances-Employment Support/Student LoansResources-Working with the Accessibility Office to get formats (e-books) to access work. Meeting with the Professors to let them know their needs.Transition planning and working with community partners is essential for many students with special education needs as they begin to prepare for post-secondary pathways.   What are some other actions that may need to be taken?  



Transition Plans 

Think of other student profiles and the transition requirements that may be 
needed. For each profile how would you plan:    

– the specific transition goals; 
– the support needs; 
– the actions required to achieve the goals;  
– the roles and responsibilities;  and  
– the timelines.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Boards may personalize the webinar at this point to their own needs.  You may wish to discuss other exceptionalities, non-identified students or transitions for children entering school, returning from Care and/or Treatment Custody and Correctional Facilities or any other profiles in which a student who accesses special education programs and/or services and requires transition planning.    



Implementation of PPM 156  

• School boards and community partners have developed a wide range of strategies, tools, and 
resources to provide effective transition planning for students.  

• School boards are encouraged to continue to collaborate with community partners and to 
utilize these resources and supports when implementing the requirements for transition 
plans set out in this memorandum.  

• Implementation September 2014  
• In September 2013, the ministry provided school boards with funds to:  

– widen the use of an integrated process of assessment and instruction as described in 
Learning for All, K-12 (Draft 2011) through collaborative inquiry, focusing on educators 
“knowing your student” and “students knowing themselves as learners” as student self 
efficacy is key to their achievement and well-being; 

– foster continuous improvement of IEPs as a critical tool in driving student achievement 
and well-being for students with special education needs; and 

– develop a plan and identify effective practices to implement the requirements set out in 
PPM 156. 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Implementation of PPM 156School boards are already using and developing great tools to assist teachers, parents, community partners, students and other relevant groups with developing Transition Plans.  The Ministry of Education encourages boards to continue to work collaboratively with their partners in education toward implementation of PPM 156 in September 2014.



Question and Answers 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An opportunity for Question and Answers.  The Ministry had provided Q and As (attached) if clarification is required on some issues.   



Links to Useful Resources 
 

•Education For All: The Report of the Expert Panel on Literacy and Numeracy 
Instruction for Students With Special Education Needs, Kindergarten to Grade 6 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/speced/panel/index.html 
 

•Learning for All K-12 (draft 2011) 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/learning.html 
 
•The Individual Education Plan (IEP), A Resource Guide 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/guide/resource/index.html 
  •IEP Samples, and other Special Education Resources 

http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/ 
 

•Planning Entry to School – A Resource Guide 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/planningentry.html 
 

•Transition Planning: A Resource Guide  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/transiti/transition.html 
 

•Shared Solutions- A Guide to Preventing and Resolving Conflicts Regarding 
Programs and Services for Students with Special Education Needs 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/shared.html 
 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Links to Useful ResourcesPlease consider the following resources as you work with your peers and partners in developing, implementing and monitoring Transition Plans for your students.

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/speced/panel/index.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/learning.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/guide/resource/index.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/guide/resource/index.html
http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/planningentry.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/transiti/transition.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/shared.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/shared.html


Links to Useful Resources 
 
•Effective Educational Practices for Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/autismSpecDis.html 
 
•Caring and Safe Schools in Ontario: Supporting Students with Special Education Needs 
Through Progressive Discipline, Kindergarten to Grade 12 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/Caring_Safe_School.pdf 
 
•Special Education, Ministry of Education website   
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/speced.html 
 
•Highlights of Regulation 181/98 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/hilites.html 
 
•Special Education Transformation: The report of the Co-Chairs with the Recommendations of 
the Working Table on Special Education 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/speced/transformation 
 
•Special Education: A Guide for Educators 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/guide.html 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/autismSpecDis.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/autismSpecDis.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/Caring_Safe_School.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/speced.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/hilites.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/speced/transformation/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/speced/transformation
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