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Chapter 6              
How to Share Research Results 

for Positive Change 
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Sharing Your Data 
Now that you have finished analyzing your data and summarized your findings what story do they tell? What key mes-
sages do you want to share? The story may change depending on the audience. Use the tool below to brainstorm options 
for sharing your findings.

Now what? So what?
new knowledge   positive change

WHO do you want to reach?
 Your classmates, to raise awareness about the opinions of your peers, i.e. the student voice. 
 Your principal/vice-principal/administration, to affect change in school and school policies. 
 Your parents, classmates’ families, and other community members, to affect change in the community. 

WHAT findings do you want to share? What are the goals of your research project? If your goal is to influence practic-
es within social service agencies, you may want to share findings about best practices with social service workers.
 What were your project successes? Did your Community-Based Research project follow an innovative model? 
Did you resolve particular challenges that would be useful to share?

HOW do you want to share your findings?
 How can you disseminate your findings to suit your audience? What community leaders can help connect you 
with others to ensure that your message is shared?  
 What major events can you connect to your research, once it has been completed? (E.g. conferences, one-day 
events focusing on a particular issue)
 What resources do you have (human and material) to maximize distribution of your findings? 

WHEN do you want to share your findings?
 What are the timelines for sharing your results?
 Are there other related community or school events with which you can partner?
 Does a local newspaper or magazine have a special focus or issue that can relate to your research? 
 Are there any time-sensitive activities for dissemination of the information? 

WHERE do you want to share your findings?
 What are the available venues to share your findings? Do you need a space where you can display photos, show 
a presentation or is big enough for your whole school to attend?

Video: Hélène Grégoire talks about sharing 
your data.
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Dissemination Planning Tool
Sample research question: What spaces in schools are safe/unsafe?
Tool: Photovoice

Who? What do they 
want to hear?

What do you want 
them to hear?

How? When? Where?

Students, Class-
mates, Peers

What other stu-
dents are saying 
about safe and 
unsafe spaces.

That the students 
have spoken up 
and identified the 
safe and unsafe 
spaces in school.

Host an event 
to display the 
photos and 
stories.

May 14 Gym

Principals, Teach-
ers and School 
Board Represen-
tatives

Ministry/ Govern-
ment Representa-
tives 

Parents/ Guard-
ians and Commu-
nity Representa-
tives 
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What Is Our Message? Who Is Our Audience?
SAMPLE
Refugee Youth Health Project
Research question: What are the educational gaps and challenges that refugee youth face before and after immigrating 
to Canada?
Snapshot:

Aspirations for Higher Education among Newcomer 
Refugee Youth in Toronto: Expectations, Challenges, 
and Strategies

A high percentage of refugees have low levels of educa-
tion and English/French fluency when they immigrate 
to Canada. This project discusses the educational goals 
of newcomer refugee youth and explores how they are 
linked to conditions experienced before and after arrival 
in Canada. Guided by community-based research princi-
ples, we partnered with 8 refugee youth researchers and 
conducted 10 focus groups and 13 interviews with refugee 
youth. Results show that newcomer refugee youth have 
ambitions for higher education in Canada, to overcome 
forced migration and interruptions in education before 
arriving in Canada. However, they face many barriers in 
pursuing their education, including: information gaps, 
language barriers, financial barriers, lack of parental guid-
ance, and discrimination. There is an urgent need for new 
policies and programs to help remove these barriers for 
refugee students to meet their educational goals. 

General public:

Refugee Youth face unique barriers when they immigrate 
to Canada, linked to their previous school and life experi-
ences.
Education policy makers:

English as a Second Language programs need to accom-
modate the needs of refugee youth.
School programs need to address the challenges faced by 
refugee youth as a key component in supporting student 
success.

School boards:

Equity training for Educators and Administrators should 
be mandatory. It should also be incorporated into the cur-
riculum as a lens for all subjects.

What message do you want your 
different audiences to hear?

Title that describes your re-
search question

Video: Students talk about analyzing and 
sharing their data
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Video: Students share their findings at the Ontario Educational Research Symposium







