
Posing Powerful Questions: Grade One Counting Task  

Goal(s) for a Specific Lesson 
 
◦ Use a variety of strategies to count objects up to 100 
◦ Explain choice of strategy for counting objects 
 
 
 

Grade 
1 

Curriculum Expectation(s) 
– count forward by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s to 100, using a variety of tools and strategies (e.g., move with 
steps; skip count on a number line; place counters on a hundreds  chart; connect cubes to show equal 
groups; count groups of pennies, nickels, or dimes); 
 
 

Big Idea(s) addressed by the expectations 
◦ Big Idea 1: A number tells how much or how many. 
    K-2: There are many ways to count 
 

xOpen 

 Parallel 

 Other 

Sample Minds On Question(s) 
◦ Show children a small bag of blocks (or other objects) and ask: 
How would you count the blocks in the bag? TPS and then share. 
 
Ask students how they count to 100.  
 
Practice counting by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s, using the hundreds chart.  
 
 
 

 Open 
xParallel 

 Other 

Sample Action Question(s) with Scaffolding Question(s) to be posed to individuals 
as needed 
Option 1: Jelly Bean Counting Contest.  You've won! You guessed the closest number to 
the number of jelly beans: 63.  How will you count the jelly beans to make sure the 
number is right? 
 
Option 2:  Your school is collecting pennies for donations to the foodbank.  You look in 
your mom's wallet. She says there are 25 pennies. How will you count them to make sure 
she is right? 
 
Scaffolding Questions: 
 

• How can you arrange the cubes to make them easier to count? 
• What tool can you use to help you count your cubes? 
• Show me what you have done so far. 

 

 Open 

 Other 

Sample Consolidation Question(s) 
 

• Describe how you counted your blocks. 
• Why did you chose to count them that way? 
• How is your way similar to your friend’s way of counting? 
• What makes it easier to count lots of blocks? 

Further consolidation 
 
 
 

 


