
 

11/12 Breakout: Session #3:  Parallel Tasks and Scaffolding Grade 11/12 

 

285 min 

Math Learning Goals 
 Understand how parallel tasks allow access to the mathematics for all students 
 Make sense of the process for creating parallel tasks 
 Practice creating parallel tasks 
 Practice anticipating difficulties and creating scaffolding questions 
 Develop skills at phrasing questions to conduct focussed conversations as a critical 

friend  
 Practice focussed conversations with critical friends 

 

Materials 

 BLM3.1 activity 
 math process 

package 
 BLM3.2 
 BLM3.3 

 

 Individual  Exploration   
Using BLM3.1 participants complete a parallel task about misleading graphs, 
and work through the activity/problem. 
 
Whole group  Discussion 
Consolidate the learning in the activity by posing common questions.   
Explicitly discuss a math talk learning community. 
Discuss what appropriate scaffolding questions would be.  Can they generate some 
possible questions for the task we just did. 
 

Whole group  Discussion 
Talk through our process for creating this task and share Marian Small’s process. 
Share failsafe strategies. Share Summary of Math Process questions. 

 
 

Post Norms Post 
Learning Goals 
 
Share failsafe 
strategies. 
 
Scaffolding 
questions: 
Note that in order 
to have scaffolding 
questions ready 
the teacher must 
anticipate likely 
difficulties. 
 
Share the math 
process package 
as a reference for 
scaffolding 
questions  

Minds On… 
 

 PairsPractice   (we will group pairs)  
BLM3.2 Give the group a parallel task related to simple interest with learning goal, 
expectation and Big Idea. 
With a partner, create the common questions for this task.   
Share with the whole group using a document camera. 

 
PairsPractice    
Now work with partner to create scaffolding questions for this task and share with 
document camera. 

 
Individual or Pairs Investigation 
Debrief our process for session 1 and how we came up with the parallel tasks for this 
session. 
Select an expectation/big idea/learning goal involving proportional reasoning, 
Fill out the Posing Powerful Questions Template and create a parallel task for the action 
and develop appropriate common questions to consolidate student understanding.  They 
may want to use the PPQT they started yesterday. 
Use document camera to share some tasks, post on concept map 

 
Whole Group New Learning   
Share question stems from the Math Processes package and the Focussed 
Conversations with Critical Friends Math Camppp 2009 (coaching cards) 
Present a Role Play for the participants showing Good coaching/nice but bad coaching.  

 
Small Group Practice 
Pair up with another individual or pair to practice giving feedback to each other on the 
parallel task.  Participants use the feedback to revise their parallel task. 

 

 
Pairs self select by 
interest in working 
on specific course 
or expectation 
 
 
Share a video 
related to 
proportions or data 
before the 
investigation 

Action! 
 

 Whole Group Sharing 
Share strategies/experience for revising tasks based on feedback. 

 

 
Consolidate 
Debrief 
 

Reflection Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation 
Refer back to Learning Goals 
BLM3.3  Exit card 
Letters from Camppp 

 


