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Teacher-Directed Instruction 
 

 
Teacher-directed instruction involves explicitly teaching mathematical rules, concepts, 
principles, and problem-solving strategies. This often includes modeling a variety of examples 
and guiding students during their review and practice. 
 
 

“In order for children to truly become self-regulated learners, the classroom 
should include all three contexts [teacher-directed, individual seat work, and 

group work] to provide direct instruction, independent practice, and the 
opportunity to practice metacognitive skills in a social context.” 

Slavin (1987) 

 
 
 
In your classroom, this means: 
 
• choosing to use direct instructional techniques to teach procedures, concepts, and skills, as 

appropriate; 
• when using computers, maintain a balance between teacher-instruction and computer-

assisted instruction; 
• using a context-sensitive approach as often as possible; 
• varying instructional methods to meet the needs of all students. 
 
 
Considerations 
 
One concern about teacher-directed instruction is that it may portray the teacher as the “all 
knowing adult” and discourage students from expressing their thinking and ideas, which are 
essential for gaining deep understanding of concepts. 
 
For more information, go to: 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/lms/files/tips4rm/TIPS4RMDevMathLit.pdf 
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My Personal Reflection and Plan 
 
My lessons are teacher-directed: 

 occasionally  fairly often  at every opportunity 
 
What are two advantages of teacher-directed instruction? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are two disadvantages of teacher-directed instruction? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Am I satisfied with the balance of teacher-directed lessons compared to other types of lessons, 
e.g., investigative approach, computer-assisted investigations? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other ideas and thoughts I have after hearing the comments of my peers: 
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Next Steps 

 
Lesson from TIPS4RM that I will teach to focus on teacher-directed instruction: 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson Goal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What aspects of this lesson lend themselves to teacher-directed instruction? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
What vocabulary is in this lesson that requires direct instruction? What strategies can I use to 
teach these effectively? (See Think Literacy Cross-Curricular Approaches Grades 7–12, Mathematics.) 

Vocabulary Word Strategy 
•  

•  

•  

 

 
 
How can I overcome the disadvantages of teacher-directed instruction? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other notes: 
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Lesson Debrief 

 
Teacher-directed instruction in this lesson was: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evidence that my students benefitted from engaging in a teacher-directed lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If I were to teach this lesson again using teacher-directed instruction, I would make the following 
changes or refinements to the process: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other ideas and thoughts I have after discussion with my peers: 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


