
Metacognitition refers to students taking active control over their thinking processes, so that 
they understand themselves as learners, they understand given tasks, and they understand a 
range of strategies and how to use them in a variety of situations. Metacognition is thinking 
about your thinking, and in Kim Crawford’s class, students are developing their metacognition 
skills to improve their writing. 
 
The more the student understands about how he or she learns the strategies that work for that 
particular student, the more that they can identify that, the better they’ll be able to advocate for 
themselves in any situation. 
 
In Kim’s grade nine Applied English class, students are revising drafts of their written work, 
based on feedback they’ve received. They’re using metacognition to monitor their work and 
plan their next steps by selecting the strategies, which would be most helpful when writing their 
next drafts. 
 
How do you know what your next step is? What is your next step, or how do you know what 
your next step is? So what did you determine was your next step for this one? 
 
I need to like, be more specific because I didn’t, I just said they’ve got a bunch of money, then I 
just put a, and then I haven’t even included the quotations yet, I probably should do that. 
 
What we’re going to do is we’re going to get into groups based on your next step. When you 
get there, you’re going to share an example, so you’ll take turns in your group, and you’ll share 
an example from your news report that is evidence that you have to work on that next step. 
 
He’s missing like more specific stuff about the class and more detail on how they did it. And 
then you’re missing. 
 
I just need to make it in the past. 
 
Yeah you need to make it in the past. 
 
From here, Kim provides the tools and supports for students to work on their next steps. She 
offers students different strategies that they can select and use on their own, such as 
rereading with a set of criteria, and using questions to judge if they have the necessary 
content. 
 
And I’m probably not even giving them enough. I guess I have to start with something that I 
can manage and that they can manage, but I would hope that over time, we would add more 
strategies to the student toolkit so that they can have that choice and select what works for 
them, for that task, in that moment. 
 
I love reading, so when I read, like I love to find like little mistakes in like books and stuff, so 
when I reread my own writing, like I can always point out what I miss. 
 



I like go back, and I look at the criteria list too, and I go back and I use this, and it just helps 
you format what you should be writing. If you need one like fill in the blank stuff, like kind of like 
adjectives and stuff, you’d use this one, and if you just need like straight, like the five Ws, you 
would just use this one. Or I would probably like, reread it and make, like think to myself if it 
makes sense to me or not, and if it does then I’d probably keep going, but if it doesn’t I’d 
probably just go back and reread it and see what doesn’t really make sense and fix it a little bit. 
 
Students self-assess their previous drafts and think about what they need to do to refine their 
writing. Kim often uses sentence starters to trigger students’ megacognitive thinking. 
 
I might say, you know, finish this sentence for me, I know that my next step is to add more 
detail because, and then the student will fill in the rest, and they might struggle a little bit, but 
eventually the hope is that I can come around and say, so what do you need to work on, and 
the student will say, I know I need to add more detail because, and they can, they’re doing it 
on their own. 
 
So I put, if you miss it they got the word out through a newspaper, and I should have just put, 
they got the word out by using the newspaper. 
 
These students are learning a variety of strategies to use when revising their writing. They’re 
also learning to determine which strategies work best for them, and in which situations and 
why. This approach to metacognition can apply to a variety of situations, both in and outside of 
the classroom. 
 
If I were to give them just one way to get to where it is that I’m hoping they go, you know I set 
the expectation here and this is the path for reaching it, I would check out if I was the learner, 
and some of them may check out simply because they’re being told how to do something. 
 
It’s just easier if you do have a choice and like, if you have a choice and you have more like, 
freedom to work. 
 
Do you see a difference? 
 
Yeah. 
 
I’m going to continue rereading because it’s been like helping me and, like, I’ve been getting 
better and better at these and it works. 


