
Adolescent Literacy 
Critical Literacy 
 
[Narrator:]  Critical literacy refers to students critically analyzing and evaluating the meaning of 
text, as it relates to issues of equity, power and social justice to inform a critical stance, response 
or action. 
 
In Sandra Kritzer's grade 10 Civics class, students use critical literacy skills to take an informed 
stance on an issue relevant to their community, wind turbines. In a u-shaped debate, they then 
make their stance public to their peers. 
 
[Sandra Kritzer:]  Does it use emotional language? We practice those value-laden words, those 
emotional words. Does it exaggerate? Does it say "always" or "never?" 
 
[Student:]  All ways of creating energy, they all have their issues and their harms, but this seems 
like a more safe way for both animals and people. 
 
[Student:]  In general, it's a great idea because we can change and evolve and make it better. 
 
[Student:]  But I also think it's not a good thing, because of the health issues it has brought up, 
and because of the environmental issues it's brought up. 
 
[Narrator:]  But let's rewind. How did they get here? What steps did these students take to 
determine their stance on the issue? 
 
[Sandra Kritzer:]  You start with just differentiating between fact and opinion, what makes good 
evidence in trying to outline, well, what is bias? And what's the difference between bias and 
point of view or perspective? What do these words really mean? What does that mean for our 
sources? Be prepared with all the different perspectives on the issue, and have a variety of 
sources for each perspective; a variety of entry points. 
 
[Narrator:]  Sandra hands out resources representing a variety of perspectives on the issue of 
wind turbines. As students read, they ask critical questions of the sources, such as, is there more 
than one point of view? Who benefits when we believe this information or adopt this point of 
view? And what voices are missing? 
 
[Student:]  Because there's a lot of facts, but it's only one-sided. 
 
[Student:]  Yeah, it seems these are the same. Then at the same time, it's just, like, all facts. 
 
[Student:]  So it's biased, but it has statistics and facts. 
 
[Student:]  Mine was biased, but not really, because it really did have one perspective, and that 
was the federal government. And there's no emotional language. But the exaggeration was good, 
because they did use evidence to support their basic facts. 
 



[Narrator:]  Students determine how much the sources informed and added to what they know 
about wind turbines. From here, they formed their own opinion using reliable evidence. They 
make their stance public by taking a stand in the u-shaped debate. 
 
[Student:]  There's hardly any evidence that it actually affects our health, so I don't think that 
necessarily does, unless someone comes to me with evidence of it. But so far there's no evidence. 
 
[Student:]  People can't really sell their homes if they want to move somewhere else because of 
wind turbines. People don't want to live near them, so they can't sell their houses, so they're kind 
of stuck where they are. 
 
[Student:]  Even though it harms a lot of animals right now, if people start supporting it and 
realize that it's not that bad, we'll have the money to make innovations that can help prevent that. 
 
[Narrator:]  Students consider others' arguments and re-evaluate their own position on the issue. 
 
[Student:]  I realized that I was kind of uninformed before, and it was just an opinion that I had 
made up without knowing anything about it. So that's why I changed it, because I learned more 
facts about the windmills. 
 
[Narrator:]  When students are critically literate, they're able to form a critical understanding of 
our rapidly changing world. These tools will prepare them for future challenges which may look 
very different from the challenges of today. By being critically literate, students are equipped 
with the skills necessary to take a stance on equity, fairness and social justice issues. 
 
[Student:]  When you're younger, you just read it, or you hear something, and you're, like, oh, 
this is true. But now you can – after learning these things, you can read them and be, like, 
question in your mind, well, is this true? Is this something I should be believing? 
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