
Adolescent Literacy 
Voice and Identity 

 

 
[Female Narrator] Voice and identity refers to students decisions, choices, and actions that 
advocate for their learning and make connections to their experiences, values, culture and 
interests. We'll focus on the first part of this definition: Students advocating for the learning 
situations where they're most successful. This video will support teachers as they create 
learning environments that honour student's decisions, choices, and actions, and will help 
students be aware of and advocate for the ways they learn best. 

 

 
[Female Student] I learn best by connecting new information to what I already know. 

[Female Student] I learn best by videos and images, they grab my attention. 

[Male Student] I learn best by having hands on experiences so I can see how it works. 

[Female Student] I learn best when I learn from lots of ideas. 

[Summer, Student] I learn best when I feel like my student voice is valued in the classroom. I 
also like to answer my questions in front of the class and even if I don't get it right my teacher 
and I both know that I gave it a shot. 

 

 
[Robin Steffler, Teacher] I ask my students to write down any questions or misunderstandings 
they have while they're doing a lesson or while they're reading a piece of text. That way I can 
look at their questions and I can group them by area of need and I can have small group work 
sessions to help them through the problems they're having. 

 

 
[Jarred, Student] I learn best by observing how people do things. I sometimes learn from 
problems or mistakes and learn to find a way around it. 

 

 
[Nathan Stephenson, Teacher] Teach my students that taking risks is okay and helps them 
learn. Deconstructing their answers helps me see what they know and where they're 
struggling. It also provides me with information to look at next steps to keep them 
progressing. Creating a culture where risk taking is okay creates learning opportunities for 
everyone in the class. 

 

 
[Jake, Student] I like to work with my friends but when I don't I know I can get a lot more work 
accomplished. I also like to put on my headphones because it puts me in a work mode. 

 

 
I learn best when there's a calm, quiet area. It's so much more relaxing when I can just focus 
on my work. 

 

 
[Jennifer Simpson, Teacher] I try to use flexible groupings in my class so there's a small 
group working, discussing a text that we've read. There are a couple of kids who work 
using 



technology. There's a time and place for Jake to work with his friends as the group but then to 
get into his work mode in an independent setting. 

 

 
[Erin, Student] I don't want anyone giving me answers, I want to figure out my strengths and 
weaknesses and make my weaknesses strengths. 

 

 
[Rory Ellis, Teacher] This year I've been using cloud technology which is great because it 
allows me to have the learning goal, the task and the success criteria all in one slide and that 
helps students work independently while checking the success criteria to find out their 
strengths and weaknesses. 

 

 
[Charles, Student] I learn best working in groups with my friends not by myself so we can 
share our ideas and work together to get a better finished product. 

 

 
[Jim Kearse, Teacher] When kids collaborate like this together in a group they get to generate 
all kinds of ideas that they can then later use for their own final projects. Accountable talk 
helps kids to stay focused on whatever task they're doing but it also allows them to really 
listen to each other when they're working in the groups. Literature circles is a good method to 
allow the students to hear each other's ideas. If they record those ideas they can then later go 
back and review that learning so that they can apply it to their own projects. 

 

 
[Coyote, Student] I learn best when I can have some basic guidelines for what I'm going to be 
doing so that I don't have so many ideas that are incomplete that I don't really have any of 
what to do at all but something that tells you to do exactly this or exactly that, that leaves no 
room for creativity isn't very good either because I like to be creative in my work. 

 

 
[Sarah Dales, Teacher] Coyote is asking for engaging tasks that provide both a choice, 
creativity, and direction so I created the tic tac toe board to allow the students to have some 
choice in what they would like to do but at the same time I've already modelled the tasks 
before so I know that they'll be successful. 

 

 
[Kayla, Student] I learn best by seeing other people demonstrate different ways of how to do 
something so if one way doesn't work for me I have other options. I have a monkey see 
monkey do way of learning. 

 

 
[Ruth Morden, Teacher] So Kayla learns best by demonstration and by watching others and 
how they approach a task. I use this in my classroom because it allows the students to see 
there's a variety of ways to approach a task and they can kind of chose the one that works 
best for them and they own style of learning. 

 

 
[Female Student] I learn best by taking notes because that way I can remember it easier and 
I always have it. 

 

 
[Male Student] I learn best by getting involved in what's going on in the classroom. 



 
[Female Student] I learn best when I get to work in groups and express my opinion about 
what we're learning, also when I can connect my life to school. 

 

 
[Female Student] I learn best when I can express myself in my work and be able to relate to 
what I'm learning and grow from my experiences. 
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