
Adolescent Literacy 
Strategy 

 

 
(Music) 
 
(Narrator reading off screen) Strategy refers to students purposefully selecting and using 
techniques and processes in order to construct and communicate meaning. 
 
(Narrator) This grade-10 history class is learning about Canada's role in World War 2.  
They're learning goal is to be able to identify and describe the contributions of various groups 
of Canadians to the war efforts.  They're reading about military strategy and tactics.  But 
these students are using precise techniques and strategies too. They're using intentional 
reading strategies to improve their learning. 

 

 
(Chris Thomas, Teacher) To teach them to use the strategies that good readers use, that 
they use subconsciously that they don't even know they do, and to be conscious of them so 
if they ever encounter difficult texts or different types of texts, they've got sort of like a tool 
kit. 

 

 
(Narrator) Before the lesson, Chris polls his students about their preconceptions of the 
day's topic. Then students rotate in groups around the room to gather information.  Each 
station has articles and data for them to read and interpret. 

 

 
(Student on right) Like, I think I, coming into this, I had the same perception, but then 
when I read that, it made me kind of reconsider. 

 

 
(Narrator) Chris gives each student a reading bookmark.  It lists strategies like "visualization" 
and 
"making inferences." 

 

 
(Chris Thomas, Teacher) Talk about what reading strategies that you use.  Remember we 
have the bookmark to help you. 

 

 
(Rachael, Student) We just learn about the different ways and styles that we learn.  Now I 
have a better understanding of what I'm actually doing with, like, my thought process.  And 
when I first was highlighting things, there were things I didn't understand.  And I had to go 
back and clarify them. 

 

 
(Cara, Student) One that I really need to focus on is going back and rereading and trying to 
understand the most important information because I tend to go through it really quickly. 

 

 
(Narrator) The lesson is structured so students have a chance to revisit their earlier 
impressions. After deep reading aided by explicit strategy instruction, they might end up 
drawing very different conclusions. 

 

 
(Student on right) Yeah.  Yeah.  Like there would be discrimination amongst them so they 
would have to overcome that and everything.  It's sad. 



(Chris Thomas, Teacher) So what did you say the reading strategy, like, that you mostly used 
for this source? 

 

 
(Student in center) I picked schema because I was thinking of our last unit. 

 

 
(Chris Thomas, Teacher) Like what we knew about discrimination, to Aboriginals. 

 

 
(Katie Hahn, Teacher) I think that if we give them the actual name.  If they can articulate 
it, then they are that much more empowered.  They know what they're doing and how and 
where they're struggling. 

 

 
(Student on right) Read a lot of this again because I didn't understand it.  I should have read 
this paper first. 

 

 
(Joshua, Student) You have to be able to pull things from your mind that you've learnt before, 
try and make connections throughout the text to try and make sense of it.  You kind of have 
to ask yourself questions and ask other people questions around you. 

 

 
(Carly, Student) You have to keep repeating it and going over it.  And if you are stuck on a 
step or if you don't understand something, you have to look back at that and work just on that 
solely, alone, and then connect it with the rest of the piece.  So you definitely -- repetition is 
definitely key. And when making predictions, it, we like go back and, as we're reading, we look 
at what we had predicted and then make comparisons and like make connections as to what 
we were right about and what we were wrong about. 

 

 
(Katie Hahn, Teacher) We want our students to be able to travel from class to class.  We want 
them to be able to know what it is that they can be using to help them when they encounter a 
difficult reading passage and they're able to make connections from, let's say, an English 
class to a history class when they are travelling from their math class to their dance class. 

 

 
(Cara, Student) Well, I use them all the time.  And I use them when I'm watching television 
shows or when I'm watching movies.  Like, say I'm watching a movie about the Middle East, 
I'll activate my prior knowledge that I've had from reading articles. 

 

 
(Michael, Student) I use, like, certain strategies when I'm trying to learn, like, I play guitar, so 
when I'm learning guitars, I think, okay listen to the song.  Interpret it differently.  Maybe watch 
a couple different people play to see.  So I just kind of relearn how I hear the song. 

 

 
(Vicki Houston, Teacher) One of the questions I always ask them is when you don't get it, what 
do you do? 
Because I look to see, do they have the strategies in place and get the students to think about 
if I'm not engaged in X what could we do differently so that I will become engaged? 



 
(Joshua, Student) We kind of feel more obliged to do it because we are given that freedom 
and we're given that self-worth, I guess, to actually do it the way that we think we should be 
able to do it. 

 

 
(Carly, Student) It's not just about understanding the stuff you're learning about, it's about 
understanding how you learn it and, like, understanding what you don't understand about it. 

 

 
(Cara, Student) I take the bookmark everywhere I go in all of my classes to understand different 
things that I could do while reading in, say, my civics' course or in math.  It's in my binder all the 
time.  So, yeah, it helps me.  And I'm able to look back on it and, you know, ask questions and 
make connections.  So it's really helped me. 
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