
    
 
 

           
    

 
        

       
 

             
              

         
 

         
          

 
                 

              
   

 
         

           
           

 
          

                
                
            

             
          

 
        

         
            

    
 

             
            

           
          

 
       

 
            

        

VIDEO: BOOK PROJECT 2.1 

(MARY CANNON:) Sometimes you need to read between the lines to figure out 
what the label is. 

(NARRATOR:) Mary Cannon’s grade 10 English class is taking an updated 
approach to the traditional novel study. 

(MARY CANNON:) To have the whole class reading the same book and to be doing 
like questions together, I know how that works out. And it works out that a lot of kids 
don't read. Like they don't read the book. 

(NARRATOR:) Each student in Mary’s English class is reading a different novel. It’s 
part of an initiative called Book Project 2.1. 

(MARY CANNON:) I have a lot of students in my class who are – what we call – like 
dependent readers, who may have not had a lot of success when it comes to reading 
independently over the years. 

(NARRATOR:) To help reluctant readers, in Book Project 2.1, students focus 
on a single inquiry question as they read and document their thinking as they 
interpret the question. This year, they’re asking: how do labels affect our identity? 

(MICHELE SHAPIERA:) All of the things that they have traditionally not been 
successful with, aren’t part of this assignment. So there isn't a big test at the end, 
there isn't a plot graph. There isn't all of those things that they maybe tried and not 
been successful at or not something they could connect to personally, doesn't seem 
important. But I might care what the labels are or I might care how that person’s 
successful because I can connect it maybe to myself. 

(NARRATOR:) As they read and gather answers to the inquiry question, students 
use coloured sticky notes as a tool to annotate their thoughts and mark labels they 
discover in the text. Yellow if the character assigns the label to him or herself. Pink if 
it’s given by another character. 

(MARY CANNON:) It really requires some inferencing. Like they need to be able to 
read between the lines to find the labels that are being applied to their characters. 
Some books are really overt and there's like name calling and it's really obvious what 
labels are being applied to their characters, but others are not as obvious. 

(LOUIS:) Confident he made a difference. 

(KIEFER:) She's been giving herself some labels that are called like different. Like 
the outsiders, if you know what I mean. 



 
             

     
 

            
            

         
 

        
          

 
            

                
     

 
        

 
         

              
               

            
                 

            
              

 
       

         
         

 
          

 
 

      
 

         
 

           
 

     
 

            
              

 

(KIANA:) He has... he’s getting talked about and he’s called chicken legs, white boy. 
He thinks he's a coward. 

(MARY CANNON:) This method forces you to trust the students to be able to find 
the answers on their own. And they do. Like even the students who struggle with 
school and struggle with reading, they find the answers. 

(NARRATOR:) Focusing on the inquiry question while reading helps students think 
more critically about the novel, uncovering answers as they analyze the text. 

(KIEFER:) When I stopped and thought about it and thought back what I read, it 
made me break it up into little pieces and analyze it a lot more and I could really 
understand the book a lot more. 

(NARRATOR:) For Mary, the sticky notes are a conversation starter. 

(MARY CANNON:) Because otherwise you're sitting down with a student, and 
you're saying, ‘Okay, so what can you tell me about what's going on in this book?’ 
And they look at you and they’re like, ‘I don't know, I don't remember anything, I have 
no idea what this book is even about.’ Like they act like they haven't even been 
sitting in there in class. But when you have a sticky note, you can say, ‘Look, you 
thought something when you read this page. It's somewhere in here. Can you please 
tell me what you were thinking about when you put a sticky note here?’ 

(NARRATOR:) Mary finds her classroom conversations are now also more 
authentic. Not knowing the novels by heart, Mary’s questions are grounded in 
genuine curiosity since she doesn’t have the answers. 

(MARY CANNON:) Is everybody in his life supportive of his plan and what he’s 
doing? 

(LOUIS:) Yeah, pretty much yeah. 

(MARY CANNON:) Do they ever say anything to encourage him? 

(LOUIS:) Uh yeah. Like that guy right there, Mr. Summers. 

(MARY CANNON:) Mr. Summers, yeah. 

(MARY CANNON:) They are the expert on their book. There is nobody standing up 
at the front taking up the answers to the questions. So they are it. 



          
     

 
        

                  
                   

            
    

 
           

        
 

                
                 

               
               

    
 

                  
              

                
             

 
             

      
 

         
 

 
                

         
 

            
           

                
       

 
            

      
 

       
      

                

(NARRATOR:) Just by looking around her classroom or flipping through the novels, 
Mary knows if her students are on track. 

(MARY CANNON:) I find the sticky note method is fantastic for observation because 
you don't need to really even talk to them to be able to see how well they're doing in 
a in a period. You can see them taking out a sticky note and writing in it. And you 
can see whose books have 10 sticky notes and whose books only have one sticky 
note for 50 pages. 

(NARRATOR:) While annotating might seem like more work, the students see how 
it’s helping them think critically and analyze as they read. 

(KIEFER:) I thought it was going to be the hardest thing. I thought I could never do it 
because I'm a person that hardly could read, I don't write good, I can barely read my 
writing. And it makes me understand them a lot more. And I'm a person where it 
goes in one ear, comes out the other ear. So I can understand them a lot more by 
writing it down. 

(KIANA:) I thought the jot notes would be like really hard and just like I kind of just 
have to focus on the jot notes and not really read through the book because I have 
trouble doing both of it. But I thought that it was a lot easier because I could just look 
back and see that I was, see all the stuff that I wrote. 

(MARY CANNON:) It gives me a window into what's going on in the brains of my 
students much better than a test would. 

(NARRATOR:) Now students in Mary’s class are looking at reading a little 
differently. 

(LOUIS:) I wasn't really like fond of reading. I didn't read as much in the past, but 
now I come back to reading and I think I’ve improved. 

(KIEFER:) It was really stressful for me because I couldn't read because I would 
always skip the lines and always forget things. And when I’m doing this label project 
it helps me break it down a lot simpler. So but now it's really, really easy to read now. 
I’ve been doing it a lot more. 

(MARY CANNON:) To know that what we're doing in the classroom is actually 
making a difference for them is huge. 

(MICHELE SHAPIERA:) What I think is so fantastic about what's happening in 
Mary's class is they're getting some success and they're getting this feeling that, 
‘Well I can read this whole book.’ And reading is a habit. And if you can start that 



            
       

  
               

               
 

          
             

    
 

             
           

            
          

 
 
  

habit with success and feeling good about what you're reading and getting that 
personal connection, then it will keep going. 

(MARY CANNON:) I just want them to be able to leave high school with the 
confidence that they can read on their own and they can get meaning on their own. 

(NARRATOR:) After seeing her students successfully read a novel – some of them 
for the first time through Book Project 2.1 – Mary’s ready to say goodbye to the 
traditional whole class novel study. 

(MARY CANNON:) Once you try it and you see that there is more authentic learning 
happening in your classroom, it's not actually more work, it's very rewarding. I’m not 
sure I would ever go back to doing a traditional novel study because I think for this 
group of students this is probably the best way to tackle a novel. 


