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Set Your Cites 
Using Sources of Information in Research Essays 

________________________________________________________________  
   

Critical Learning Materials & Interactions 

 
 Understand what is meant by “authentic”, 

“reliable”, “trustworthy” 

 Understand what “plagiarism” means, how 

to avoid it, and what the consequences are 
 Understand what an abstract is and how 

to use it 

 Understand the how and why of locating 

and using required style guidelines, e.g., APA 
or MLA 
  

 

 Student Response Page: Set Your Cites  
 Ontario College Writing Exemplars, 

available at 
http://www.gotocollege.ca/pdfs/6-
8_OCWE.pdf 

 The Learning Commons, Writing Service 
Handouts  at Conestoga College. 
Available at 
http://www.conestogac.on.ca/learningcom
mons/writingservice/handouts.jsp 

 Martin, Brian (1996). “Technical 
Vulnerability.” Technology in Society. 12, 
4, 511-523. Available at 
http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/sts/bmartin/pu
bs/96tis.html 

 Policies. Mohawk College. Available at 
http://www.mohawkcollege.ca/__shared/a
ssets/C7054362.PDF 

 5 Sticky notes 
 Work with a partner or teacher 
 

Minds On  

 
  There are many examples of articles, 

reports and advertising that (1) look authentic 
(genuine) and reliable (accurate) and (2) 
claim to be trustworthy. Reader beware: it is 
your responsibility to evaluate sources of 
information, including those cited on 
reference pages. Being able to do so requires 
background knowledge, healthy skepticism, 
and skill in reading critically.   
 

  The reference page uses an accepted or 

standard format. These expectations are 
usually published by a college, a department, 
or an instructor. Expectations are based on 
national standards. For example, APA, most 
often used for the social sciences, is from the 
American Psychological Association. MLA 
documentation standards are from the 
Modern Languages Association, and most 
often used for the Humanities.  

 

  Locate the reference page for the short 

research essay “When Bad Backs Go Bad” 
on page 142 of the Ontario College Writing 
Exemplars. See the internet address above.  
 As a potential reader of the essay, what 

are your first impressions? 
 Why do you think this page was included? 
 

  Skim the reference page. Based on what 

you see, determine the following: 
 
 Whether the references, or sources of 

information, are authoritative (Who wrote 
this? What are their credentials? Who 
sponsored it? What is their motive?) 

 
 Whether the information is current (Is it 

up-to-date?) 
 
 Whether the essay is informed by enough 

http://www.gotocollege.ca/pdfs/6-8_OCWE.pdf
http://www.gotocollege.ca/pdfs/6-8_OCWE.pdf
http://www.conestogac.on.ca/learningcommons/writingservice/handouts.jsp
http://www.conestogac.on.ca/learningcommons/writingservice/handouts.jsp
http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/sts/bmartin/pubs/96tis.html
http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/sts/bmartin/pubs/96tis.html
http://www.mohawkcollege.ca/__shared/assets/C7054362.PDF
http://www.mohawkcollege.ca/__shared/assets/C7054362.PDF
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references to be complete and balanced 
(Is there a variety of sources and 
perspectives? Is any key source or 
perspective omitted?) 

 

 Locate “Handouts” on Conestoga 

College‟s Writing Service page at the internet 
address above.  
 
 Select “APA: Documenting Print Sources” 

for clear instructions on how to format a 
citation for a print source.  

 Select “MLA Documentation Style” for 
another method.  

 Determine which style was used in “When 
Bad Backs Go Bad”.  

 

Action!   

 

  It‟s not enough to have good sources of 

information. It takes good thinking and writing 
skills to use sources effectively. 
 
 Always do more than cut and paste, or 

copy, others‟ ideas and words into your 
essay. Process the information by 
paraphrasing, summarizing, explaining, 
comparing and combining with other 
information. 

 
 Learning how to process and integrate 

material from reference will help you 
avoid plagiarism (taking credit for others‟ 
ideas and words) and make your writing 
convincing (able to persuade the reader 
by overcoming doubts).  

 
 Remember: plagiarizing “by accident” is 

not a defense. 

 
  Research studies and essays often begin 

with an “Abstract”, a 1-paragraph summary of 
the key ideas and arguments. Reading the 
abstract is an effective strategy for  
 Deciding whether reading the entire 

article is worth your time and effort  
 
 Preparing to read by previewing the main 

ideas and making predictions about what 

 

 Locate Dr. Martin‟s essay “Technological 

Vulnerability”, using the internet address 
above.  The activity below shows you how to 
process information from a source and 
integrate it into your own writing.  
 
Step 1: Read the abstract to get the “gist” 
(main topic and findings) of the essay. Write 
this in one sentence.  
 
Step 2: Read the first 3 paragraphs of Dr. 
Martin‟s essay.  As you read, jot down on 
sticky notes (maximum 5), phrases that seem 
to express the main idea of this section. 
 
Step 3: In your own words and referring to 
the sticky notes, explain the meaning of Dr. 
Martin‟s term “technical vulnerability”. Do not 
use the words „vulnerability‟ or „vulnerable‟ in 
your definition. 
 
Step 4: Locate an example from the essay 
that makes your explanation clear.  Avoid 
repeating Dr. Martin‟s exact phrasing. 
 
Step 5: Compose 1 paragraph summarizing 
the main idea of the 3 paragraphs. Include 
Dr. Martin‟s name, his phrase “technical 
vulnerability” (in quotation marks), and your 
explanation.   
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you‟ll read about.   
 

 

  Locate Conestoga College‟s Handouts 

on the Writing Service page at the internet 
address above. Select “APA: Documenting 
Electronic Sources”. 
  
 Write the entry for a reference page for an 

essay about technology in which you refer 
to Dr. Martin‟s idea of “technical 
vulnerability”. Follow the directions and 
examples on the Ask Me page.  

 Double-check your citation for accuracy—
even of punctuation! 

 
Consolidation   

 
 Colleges have a stringent policy on 

plagiarism that is written and enforced. Often 
an electronic database like “turn-it-in” is used 
to screen papers for offences. You should be 
familiar with your school‟s policy. See an 
example at the internet address above for 
Mohawk College. 

 

 
  Complete the following activities from 

Power Learning: 
  Try It ! 6 on page 242, Power Learning, 

3rd Edition 
  Try It! 7 on page 248, Power Learning, 

3rd Edition 
 

Connections and Next Steps  
 
  Many people think that reading should be 

easy, as if seeing the words downloads 
information directly into the brain. In fact, 
reading is an active process of making 
meaning. This is easy when content, 
vocabulary and form are familiar and when 
you have background information. But many 
information sources, especially in college, are 
challenging. Everyone needs to use reading 
comprehension strategies for something. Try 
out a variety of strategies to see which ones 
work for you. 
 
You can:  
 Make and adjust predictions to help 

monitor your understanding 
 Use an appropriate graphic organizer to 

take notes 
 Use a limited number of sticky notes to 

identify main ideas 
 Do a series of think-pair-shares with a 

partner (read a small chunk silently and 
independently and then discuss your 

 
  With a partner, read the following 

sections from Chapter 9 of Power Learning, 
3rd Edition. Use reading strategies, e.g., one 
person reads a paragraph or small section; 
the partner summarizes the main idea in 
his/her own words. Pause to ask questions, 
clarify meaning and make predictions 
together. Reverse roles. Continue this 
process. 
 
1. Citing Sources on page 246, Power 

Learning, 3rd Edition 
2. Acknowledging Others‟ Ideas on pages 

246-7, Power Learning, 3rd Edition 
3. Copy-and-Paste Plagiarism or Cyber-

Cheating, page 247, Power Learning, 3rd 
Edition 

4. Evaluate: Remembering That Not All 
sources of Information Are Equal on 
pages 249-50, Power Learning, 3rd 
Edition. 

 

  Write 2 new things you learned and 1 
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understanding with each other) 
 Use a reciprocal reading approach, e.g., 

summarizing, questioning, clarifying and 
predicting. 

 

question you still have after reading these 
pages 
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Set Your Cites – Student Response 
Using Sources of Information in Research Essays 

 

 You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On…  

 

 Reference page for “When Bed Backs Go Bad” 

  
 Your first impressions 
 
 Why you think this page was included 
 

 Reference page for “When Bed Backs Go Bad” 

 
 Authoritative (Who wrote this? What are their credentials? Who sponsored it? What 

is their motive?) 
 
 Current (Is it up-to-date?) 
 
 Enough references to be complete and balanced (Is there a variety of sources and 

perspectives? Is any key source or perspective omitted?) 
 

  Conestoga College‟s Ask Me page for writing  

 
 Whether “When Bad Backs Go Bad” reference page uses APA or MLA style 
 

Action!    

 

  “Technological Vulnerability”  

 
 The “gist” in 1 sentence 

 
 3-5 sticky notes on first 3 paragraphs 
 
 Meaning of “technical vulnerability” in your own words 
 
 An example that illustrates “technical vulnerability” 
 
 1 paragraph summarizing the main idea of the 3 paragraphs, including the author‟s 

name, his phrase “technical vulnerability” (in quotation marks), and your explanation.   
 

 “APA: Documenting Electronic Sources” 

 
 Reference page entry for Dr. Martin‟s idea of “technical vulnerability” 
 



KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE                                           Literacy Lesson 5.5 

 
 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Know Your Audience: Set Your Cites, 5.5 page 6 

Consolidation   

 

 Power Learning: 

 
 Try It ! 6 on page 242, Power Learning, 3rd Edition 
 
 Try It! 7 on page 248, Power Learning, 3rd Edition 
  

Connections and Next Steps 
 

 Power Learning reading 

 
 2 new things you learned  
 
 1 question you still have  
 

 
 
 

Teacher’s Feedback 
 

 Successfully completed    
 

 Still to do: ________________________________________________  
 
Comments:   
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Set Your Cites 
Using Sources of Information in Research Essays 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

 Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 

about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  
 
Critical Learning 

 

 Understand what is meant by “authentic”, “reliable”, “trustworthy” 

 Understand what “plagiarism” means, how to avoid it, and what the 
consequences are 

 Understand what an abstract is and how to use it 

 Understand the how and why of locating and using required  style guidelines, 
e.g., APA and MLA 

 
Minds On 
 

 I understand the purposes of reference pages 

 I can evaluate the quality of citations on reference pages for authority, currency, 
completeness, balance 

 I can recognize whether APA or MLA style is being used 

 I can write a citation for an information source using APA or MLA style 
 
Action! 
 

 I understand what an abstract is  

 I can summarize the gist of an abstract  

 I can use an abstract to decide whether or not to read the whole article 

 I can use an abstract to support reading comprehension by make and adjust 
predictions   

 I can use a sticky note strategy to help me summarize main ideas 

 I can explain ideas in my own words 

 I can write a paragraph including exact phrasing from an author in quotation 
marks, providing an example, explaining in my own words, identifying the author, 
and providing reference page information about the source  

 
Consolidation  
 

 I can take notes from a source of information using cue cards or sticky notes 
without plagiarizing  

 I can write summaries that are about 1/10 the length of the original without 
plagiarizing  


