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Take Action! 
Creating a leaflet to take action on an issue 

 

Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 

 Use literacy skills to take action that makes 

a difference in the world.   

 Increase awareness of local issues 

 Identify a purpose and target audience for a 

piece of writing 

 Generate ideas and content  

 Organize information 

 Apply understanding of the elements and 

features of graphical text (leaflet) 

 
 Student Response page:Take Action!  
 Access to the Internet 
 Access to news information, e.g. Internet, 

newsmagazines 
 Polaris Institute Inside the Bottle leaflet, 

http://www.polarisinstitute.org/files/Polaris%
20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure.pdf 

 Teacher direction and modeling of the 
writing process  

 Partners for the assignment  
 

Minds On 

 
  Thoughtful, committed citizens should be 

concerned with local issues, e.g., preserving a 
heritage building, creating recreational facilities 
for adolescents, banning pesticides, addressing 
homelessness, supporting victims of a disaster.  
 
The more you know about what the issues are 
and how to use your literacy skills to 
accomplish your goals, the more effective your 
writing will be.  Select a topic worth fighting for. 
Know how to communicate information and 
influence people to take action.  

 

 Many students think brainstorming is simply 

recording random ideas. However, 
brainstorming (think of the word „storm‟) is an 
intense problem-solving strategy used by 
creative teams or individuals. Effective 
brainstorming can bring insight. Brainstorming 
can bring insight through 

 
 generating ideas rapidly 
 not censoring ideas prematurely 
 pushing yourself to generate 5 ideas 

after you think you‟re done. 
 

 Leaflets are one method of reaching an 

audience. For an example of a take action 
leaflet, locate the Polaris Institute Inside the 
Bottle campaign leaflet. 
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/files/Polaris%20

 
  Brainstorm community issues that citizens 

influenced, e.g., politically active citizens 
affected decisions about developers and the 
Oak Ridges Moraine. Remember that (1) your 
secondary school and the college campus are 
communities and (2) large global concerns live 
close to home, e.g., plastic bottles in vending 
machines on campus. 
 

  Build your background knowledge by 

working with another person or by scanning 
news magazines or other information sources.  
 

 Record your findings on your Student 

Response page. 
 Identify what the issue was.  
 Explain how the citizens‟ involvement 

created a climate for change and 
perhaps resulted in significant change.  

 Use newspaper selections or television 
news clips to enhance background 
knowledge of the issue. 

 

 Locate Polaris Institute Inside the Bottle 

leaflet at the internet address above. 
 Explain how it uses leaflet format to 

convey information effectively.  
 Brainstorm how you might enhance the 

leaflet further, e.g., 
 Adding colour 
 Reducing blocks of text 

http://www.polarisinstitute.org/files/Polaris%20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure.pdf
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/files/Polaris%20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure.pdf
http://www.polarisinstitute.org/files/Polaris%20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure.pdf
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Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure.pdf 
The leaflet uses the following to convey 
information effectively:  

 Bulleted and numbered lists 
 Headings 
 Graphics, e.g., bullets, shading, 

font size, symbols (footprint) 
 Paper size, shape, quality 

 
 

 Increasing consistency, 
e.g., correspondence 
between the numbers 
and the number of bullets  

 Examine other examples of leaflets, e.g., 

LWDesign, 
http://www.lwdesign.co.uk/leaflets07.asp . 

 What aspects of leaflet design do you 
find most effective for communication?  

 Record your observations on the 
Student Response page. 

 

Action!      

 
  An essential part of being critically literate 

is to use your writing skills to take action in your 
own community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  A “Think Aloud” is exactly as the term 

suggests:  expressing your thinking process 
aloud so that you can make it “visible”, and 
hear the sequence and logic of your 
organization. 

 
  Choose a community you know well or can 

easily investigate, e.g., your school or the 
college. Use a R.A.F.T.S. strategy to identify a 
role, audience, form, topic, and purpose. The 
form is a leaflet, but you may select the role, 
audience, topic, and purpose. See your 
Student Response page. 
 

  Generate ideas for the leaflet using a list, 

index cards, sticky notes or mind mapping. 
Consider the following:  

 What background information does your 
intended audience need to know? How 
will you entice them to read it?  

 How does this issue affect their lives? 
How will you help people make 
personal connections?  

 What action do you want them to take? 
How will you persuade them to take it? 

 

  Use the Polaris Inside the Bottle leaflet as 

a model and starting point. “Think aloud” how 
to organize your information to make it clear 
and emphatic.  

 Wherever possible make bulleted or 
numbered lists.  

 Make sure each list has a heading. 
 Hang everything on action verbs.  
 Exclude all non-essential information.  

 

 Use a think-aloud to make decisions about 

graphical elements, e.g.,  
 Size and type of font 
 Shading and borders 
 Colour 

http://www.lwdesign.co.uk/leaflets07.asp


SPEAKING, READING and WRITING for ACTION Literacy Lesson 4.3 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Speaking, Reading and Writing for Action: Take Action! 4.3 
page 3 

 Style of bullet 
 Symbols 

 

  If you are unable to work with a partner, be 

sure to have a brief conference with your 
teacher at least once during this process. 
 

Consolidation   

 
  Evaluate your work and make necessary adjustments. If possible, obtain feedback from 

another student or your teacher: 
 

 Is all important information included? Is there enough background to give people a 
context? Is there enough new information to be interesting and useful?  

 How is the information organized? Are the actions listed in the best order? Is the most 
important information most prominent?  

 Are the actions clearly stated? Are they things people could do? Will they make a 
difference?  

 What other criteria would you apply to an effective leaflet?  
 

  Create your final copy and submit it to your teacher. Because your process is as important as 

the product, hand in all rough work. 
  

Connections and Next Steps: 
 

  Mahatma Ghandi said, “You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” To what 

extent have you been the change you wish to see while doing this lesson? 
 

  Write your reflection on a cue card and submit it to your teacher.  
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Take Action! – Student Response 
Creating a leaflet to take action on an issue 

 

  You can: (1) Work on this template online. It will expand as you work or (2) print it 

out after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or (3) use this as a guide to 
structure responding in a notebook.  

 

Minds On…  

 

  A local issue of importance to you  

 Identify issue  
 

 Explain how the citizens‟ involvement created a climate for change and perhaps resulted 
in significant change.  

 

 Identify new background knowledge  
 

  Ways the leaflet conveys information effectively:  

 Bulleted and numbered lists 

 Headings 

 Graphics, e.g., bullets, shading, font size, symbols (footprint) 

 Paper size, shape, quality 

 Colour 

 Consistency 

 Other 
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Action!    

 

  R.A.F.T.S. Chart for Leaflet 

Title for 
Your Leaflet 

 

Role 
What role are 
you playing?  
What group or 
organization are 
you 
representing? 

 

 

Audience 
Who will read the 
leaflet?  Why? 

 

 

Format 
What does your 
leaflet look like?  
Think about size, 
shape, shading 
and borders, 
colour, style of 
bullet, symbols 
 

 

 

 

Topic 
What is the local 
issue? 

 

 

Strong 

verb  
(purpose) 
What is the 
purpose of the 
leaflet? What 
action would 
result? 

 

From Think Literacy: Subject Specific Examples Language/English, Grades 7-9, p.36 
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Consolidation   

 

  Evaluate your draft with this checklist: 

 

 Is all important information included? Is there enough background to give people a 
context? Is there enough new information to be interesting and useful?  

 How is the information organized? Are the actions listed in the best order? Is the 
most important information most prominent?  

 Are the actions clearly stated? Are they things people could do? Will they make a 
difference?  

 What other criteria would you apply to an effective leaflet?  
 

  Submit the revised and edited version to your teacher. 

 

Connections and Next Steps 
 

  Write your reflection to Ghandi‟s quotation on a cue card. Submit it to your teacher. 

 

 

Teacher’s Feedback: 
 

 Successfully completed    
 

 Still to do: _____________________________________________________  
 
Comments:  
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Take Action! 
Creating a leaflet to take action on an issue 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

 Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 
about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  

Critical Learning 

 
 Use literacy skills to take action that makes a difference in the world.   

 Increase awareness of local issues 

 Identify a purpose and target audience for a piece of writing 

 Generate ideas and content  

 Organize information 

 Apply understanding of the elements and features of graphical text (leaflet) 

 

Minds On…  

 

 I understand the term “critically literate” 

 I can identify issues in my community that I think are worth fighting for 

 I can find background information to support my concerns 

 I understand the design of a leaflet 
 

Action! 

 

 I can generate ideas for a leaflet 

 I can organize information using leaflet format 

 I can compose and create a leaflet on an issue about which I care 

 I can arrange graphical information on a leaflet for visual appeal 
 

Consolidation  

 

 I reflected on my writing by reviewing what I learned about an activism campaign  

 I can use a checklist to revise and edit my leaflet 

 I can pose questions that require critical thinking 


