
SPEAKING, READING and WRITING for ACTION     Literacy Lesson 4.2 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Speaking, Reading and Writing for Action: Take Action!, 4.2 
page 1 

Take Action! 
Taking a critical literacy stance 

 

Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 
 Use a R.A.F.T.S. strategy to get an 

overview of a text 

 Use a sticky note strategy to identify and 

summarize main ideas 

 Use critical literacy questions as a 

strategy for deepening understanding of a 
text 
 

 

 Student Response Page: Take Action!  

 7 sticky notes 
 Access to an activism campaign, e.g., via 

the Internet, e.g. Inside the Bottle, 
http://www.insidethebottle.org  

 Polaris Ever Wonder Brochure. 
http://www.insidethebottle.org/files/Polaris%
20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure_0.pdf 

 Working with a partner 
 

Minds On  

 

  “Rapid Writing” means that you write 

down quickly anything that comes to mind 
without interruption, i.e., without worrying 
about spelling, grammar, sentencing, 
repeating,. It’s an effective technique to get 
started, capture thinking, and discover what 
you didn’t realize you were thinking. 
 

  Building background knowledge 

accelerates your learning. The more you 
already know about something, the more 
easily you can understand it when you read 
or hear a conversation about it. Be curious. 
Ask yourself: “What can I learn from this 
website, instructor or author?” 

 

  Margaret Mead wrote: “Never doubt that a 

small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. Indeed it is the only 
thing that ever has.” In rapid writing or brief 
discussion with fellow students, teacher, or 
instructor, explore this idea. See your Student 
Response page for guiding questions. 
 

  Add to your background knowledge 

about student activism by looking at an 
example of a campaign for change, e.g., the 
Polaris Institute “Inside the Bottle” campaign, 
http://www.insidethebottle.org/ . Familiarize 
yourself with the web site. See guiding 
questions on your Student Response page. 
 

Action!    

 
 Information about the R.A.F.T.S. and its 

uses and a blank template can be found in 
Literacy Lesson 2.4. 

 
  Taking a critical literacy stance 

requires seeking answers to tough 
questions and then taking action if 
warranted. These are guiding questions, 
not content questions. Internalize them and 
make them yours. Here are some 
examples: 
 
 What group or interests do the writers 

represent?  

 

  Locate the Polaris Ever Wonder brochure 

by selecting the pdf file from the Student 
Awareness Kit Part 1, Campaign Tools menu 
(http://www.insidethebottle.org/files/Polaris%20
Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure_0.pdf) 
 

  Get an overview: Use a R.A.F.T.S. 

approach. See guiding questions on the 
Student Response page. 
 

  Read for meaning: Take 7 sticky notes, 

one for each coloured panel on the brochure. 
Read each panel. For each, summarize the 
main idea or purpose of the panel on a sticky 

http://www.insidethebottle.org/
http://www.insidethebottle.org/files/Polaris%20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure_0.pdf
http://www.insidethebottle.org/files/Polaris%20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure_0.pdf
http://www.insidethebottle.org/
http://www.insidethebottle.org/files/Polaris%20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure_0.pdf
http://www.insidethebottle.org/files/Polaris%20Ever%20Wonder%20Brochure_0.pdf
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 What values and view of the world do 
the writers have?  

 Who will most likely read the brochure? 
 Who will benefit most from the 

brochure?  
 What assumptions about you, the 

reader, do the writers make? E.g., what 
do the writers assume about your 
education and your values?  

 How does the brochure try to influence 
you, the reader?  

 Whose perspectives are missing from 
the brochure? Why?  

 How complete and accurate is the 
information? How do you know?  

  

note in one sentence or phrase.   
 

  Take a critical literacy stance. Respond to 

the questions on your Student Response page.  
 

Consolidation   

 

  When we speak of “text”, we don’t 

mean “textbook”. A text is anything you 
read, or interpret. Our notion of text is 
broadening to include speeches, posters, 
television programs, video, web sites, 
brochures, manuals, application forms and 
maps. 

 

  Apply the R.A.F.T.S., sticky note, and 

critical literacy questions to a text of your 
choice, e.g., 

 A page from your college web site 
 A handout from an instructor  
 A reading assignment from one of your 

classes 
 A brochure, e.g., from Student Services, 

a community organization, a political 
candidate  

 

  Self-Assess: Respond to the questions on 

your Student Response page. 
 

Connections and Next Steps 
 

  Critical literacy can be traced back to a famous Brazilian educator named Paulo Freire. 

He wrote that people need to “read the word” in order to “read the world.”  
 

  In what ways does reading with critical literacy questions in mind help you understand the 

world? Does it ever work the other way, i.e., does understanding the world help you read texts 
more effectively? 
 

  This lesson on reading prepares you for the next lesson: Take Action! Creating a leaflet to 

take action on an issue (4.3). 
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Take Action! – Student Response 

Taking a Critical Literacy Stance 

 

  You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On  

 

  Responses to Margaret Mead’s statement “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world. Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.” 
  

 Do you agree with Mead’s statement? Why or why not? 
 
 What makes someone a citizen? What qualities do you hope that citizens have? What 

responsibilities do citizens have? 
 

 A community is a group of people who share interests and goals. These can be familial, 
social, religious, educational, political, professional, and so on. To which communities do 
you belong? What issues or situations in those communities need to be addressed? 

 
 What actions might citizens, including students, take in order to create change? 

 
 What issues are you passionate about? What changes would you like to see? 

 
 Self-assess: What do you know about processes for taking action? Where could you find 

out more?   
 

  Overview of Polaris Institute “Inside the Bottle” campaign: 

 
 Student Action: Have any actions been taken by students at Ontario colleges? 

 
 Community and Labor Action: Name one company the campaign targets. 

 
 Legislative Action: Skim one article about the plastic bottle issue in Canada. 

 
 New Inside the Bottle book: If you select this item from the side menu, what group’s web 

site are you linked to? 
 

 Campaign Tools: What are two of the campaign tools you can access?  
 

 Self-assess: What do you know about this particular issue? Do you think it is important? 
Where can you find out more? 
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Action!  

 
Alternative websites include:  
 Free the Children, http://www.freethechildren.com/index.php 
 The Freechild Project, http://freechild.org/aboutus.htm  
 Giraffe Heroes Project, http://www.giraffe.org  
 Amnesty International Canada, http://www.amnesty.ca/youth/ 
 Spread the Net, http://www.spreadthenet.org  
 

  Polaris Ever Wonder Brochure R.A.F.T.S.: 

 
 Role: Who are the writers?  
 
 Audience: Who is the intended audience? 

 
 Form: Using this as an example, list 5 features of a brochure.  Why was this form 

chosen? 
 

 Topic: What is the topic or issue addressed in the brochure?  
 

 Strong Verb: What is the brochure’s purpose?  
  

  Polaris Every Wonder Brochure main ideas: Attach your sticky note to a print out of the 

brochure 
 

Consolidation  

 

  Self-selected text: ____________________________. R.A.F.T.S.: 

 

 Role:  
 

 Audience:  
 

 Form:  
 

 Topic: 
 

 Strong Verb:  
  

  Main ideas: Attach your sticky notes to a printout of the text. 

 

  Taking a critical literacy stance: 

 
 What group or interests do the writers represent?  
 
 What values and view of the world do the writers have?  
 
 Who will most likely read the brochure? 
 

http://www.freethechildren.com/index.php
http://freechild.org/aboutus.htm
http://www.giraffe.org/
http://www.amnesty.ca/youth/
http://www.spreadthenet.org/


SPEAKING, READING and WRITING for ACTION     Literacy Lesson 4.2 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Speaking, Reading and Writing for Action: Take Action!, 4.2 
page 5 

 Who will benefit most from the brochure?  
 
 What assumptions about you, the reader, do the writers make? E.g., what do the writers 

assume about your education and your values? 
 
 How does the brochure try to influence you, the reader? 
 
 Whose perspectives are missing from the brochure? Why? 
 

  Self-Assess: 

 
 Which aspects, if any, of the R.A.F.T.S., sticky note strategies and the critical literacy 

questions, are helpful to you? 
 
 How do the critical literacy questions differ from typical content comprehension questions? 

Which are easier to answer for you? Which do you think are more important? 
 

 What else do you need to handle reading assignments in your course(s)? 
 

Connections and Next Steps 
 

  Reflection: What texts do you encounter at school, at work, or in daily life? What do you 

learn by reading the words to read the world?  
 

 
 

Teacher’s Feedback: 
 

 Successfully completed   
 

 Still to do: _____________________________________________________  

Comments:   

 

 



SPEAKING, READING and WRITING for ACTION     Literacy Lesson 4.2 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Speaking, Reading and Writing for Action: Take Action!, 4.2 
page 6 

Take Action! 
Taking a critical literacy stance 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

 Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 

about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  
 

Critical Learning 

 

 Use a R.A.F.T.S. strategy to get an overview of a text 

 Use a sticky note strategy to identify and summarize main ideas 

 Use critical literacy questions as a strategy for deepening understanding of a text 

 

Minds On…  

 

 I can use rapid writing or discussion to explore big ideas 

 I am familiar with student activism campaigns, their purpose and some of their 
methods of communication 

 

Action! 

 

 I can identify and understand how the features of a brochure target their 
audience using a R.A.F.T.S. 

 I can use a sticky note strategy to identify and summarize main ideas 

 I can think critically and ask questions about the messages and the bias of an 
activism campaign 

Consolidation  

 

 I reflected on my learning by applying  what I learned  to reading materials in my 
other courses or in college campus information 

 I can answer guiding questions that require comprehension and taking a critical 
stance 

 


