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The Power of the Word 
How to Speak so Someone Will Listen 

 

Critical Learning Materials & Interactions 

 
 Recognize the power of an experienced 

speaker’s message delivery 

 Prepare and deliver a short speech 

 
 Access to the Internet 
 Student Response Page: The Power of the 

Word 
 www.ted.com 
 Lakshmi Pratury: The lost art of letter-

writing speech available at 
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/lakshmi
_pratury_on_letter_writing.html 

 Human Resources and Social Development 
Canada (HRSDC) Tip Sheet available at 
http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/eng/workplaceskills/
essential_skills/oral_comm_tip_sheet.shtml 

 Audio or video recording technology—or a 
mirror 

 Teacher feedback 
 

Minds On  

 
  On the ted.com website you can find 

“inspired talks by the world’s greatest 
speakers”.  Although short, each speech is very 
effective. 

 

  Studies in body language say that we form 

a first impression in less than 30 seconds. 
 

 

  Locate the Lakshmi Pratury speech online. 

(See URL above.) Watch the opening of 
Pratury’s speech (30-45 seconds—use an egg 
timer if you have to!) 
 

  Record your first impressions of Pratury in 

3-4 phrases on your Student Response page. 

Action!   

 

  A common example of a short speech is 

one that thanks a guest speaker. Don’t 
underestimate the importance of being able to 
thank someone publicly.  
 
Often, you are thanking someone you don’t 
know. In addition, you don’t have time to 
prepare between the speech and giving a thank 
you. 
 
Crafting and delivering an effective thank you is 
an art. An effective thank you  

 reinforces what the speaker has 
said 

 helps the audience think about what 
they’ve heard  

 

  Pratury’s speech is 4:09 minutes long. 

Watch the rest of the speech. Does your first 
impression change? Why or why not? Record 
your answer on the Student Response page. 
 

  Sharpen your observation by viewing with 

a purpose.  
 
Step 1: Read the guiding questions on the 
Student Response page to identify what to look 
and listen for, and then watch the speech 2 or 3 
times, recording your responses. 
 
Step 2: Assume that you are responsible for 
thanking Ms Pratury for her presentation. Use 
the following prompts to prepare your speech: 

http://www.ted.com/
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/lakshmi_pratury_on_letter_writing.html
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/lakshmi_pratury_on_letter_writing.html
http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/eng/workplaceskills/essential_skills/oral_comm_tip_sheet.shtml
http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/eng/workplaceskills/essential_skills/oral_comm_tip_sheet.shtml
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 expresses in a gracious and 
generous way the feelings of the 
audience 

 makes specific references to the 
speech. 

 

  College students tell us it’s important to 

realize that guiding questions aren’t content 
questions for which you locate an answer in a 
text. Guiding questions are intended to 
stimulate thinking and discovery. Each question 
gives you information.  
 
For example, the question “How and why does 
Pratury use note cards?” tells you that there is 
a way, or manner, she uses the note cards and 
a reason, or purpose, for using them.  
 
Guiding questions don’t belong to the teacher. 
They belong to you. Internalize the kinds of 
guiding questions you’re given. Use them to 
power-up your learning. 
 

 
1. What did Pratury say that you liked?  
2. How did she say it so that you couldn’t help 

but pay attention?   
3. How did she make her speech powerful? 
4. Why is her speech important for people to 

hear? 
 

  Practise delivering your thank you. If 

possible, audio- or videotape yourself. 
(Watching yourself in a mirror is also an 
effective way to reflect on and improve your 
skills.) Use 2 strategies to make the content 
and delivery of your thank you effective. 
 

Consolidation 

 

  Human Resources and Social 

Development Canada (HRSDC) has created a 
tip sheet. See URL above.  

 

  Use the HRSDC tip sheet to create your 

own evaluation checklist.  
 
Step 1: Choose the 8-10 items that you think 
most important and that you want to work on 
yourself.  
 
Step 2: Evaluate Lakshmi Pratury’s speech 
using this checklist. 

 
Step 3: Deliver your speech, in person or using 
an audio or video recorder. Have your teacher 
use your checklist to provide feedback on your 
thank you speech.  
 

Connections and Next Steps 
  

  Public speaking improves with practice and experience.  

 Return to ted.com for more examples of excellent speakers.  

 Continue to use your tip sheet to self evaluate and improve your oral technique. 
 

 



SPEAKING, READING, and WRITING for ACTION  Literacy Lesson 4.1 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Speaking, Reading and Writing for Action: The Power of the 
Word, 4.1 page 3 

The Power of the Word – Student Response 
How to Speak so Someone Will Listen 

 

  You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  

 
Minds On 

 

  First impressions 

 

Action! 

 

  Changes in impression with complete viewing 

 

  Guiding questions on topic and purpose: 

 

 What word in the first sentence catches your attention? 
 

 How does Pratury keep your interest? 
 

 What point does Pratury make about letter writing? 
 

 What action does she urge her audience to take? 
 

 Why, according to her, should we take that action? 
 

  Guiding questions on delivery: 

 

 Give an example of how Pratury appeals to an audience’s emotions. 
 

 Give an example of how Pratury appeals to an audience’s reasoning. 
 

 Give an example of how Pratury presents herself as an authority. 
 

 Pratury uses note cards. How and why does she use them? 
 

 When does the speaker use her hands?  Why? 
 

 Describe one of Pratury’s visuals. 
 

 How does the picture reinforce the words spoken while the image is onscreen?  
 

 Why does Pratury not put her words on the screen also? 
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  Guiding questions on audience response: 

 

 Who is in the audience?  
 

 How can we tell that they are engaged, listening, appreciating her words? 
 

  Draft and rehearse your thank you. 
 

Consolidation 

 

  Create an evaluation checklist. Attach it to this response page. 

 

  Use your checklist to evaluate Pratury’s speech. Adjust if necessary. 

 

  Deliver your speech. Have your teacher provide feedback using your checklist.  

 

Connections 

 
 

Teacher’s Feedback: 
 

 Successfully completed  
 

 Still to do: ______________________________________________________  
 
Comments:  
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The Power of the Word 
How to Speak so Someone Will Listen 

 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

 Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 

about which you have questions or need to consolidate further. 
 
 
Critical Learning  
 

 Recognize the power of an experienced speaker’s message delivery  

 Prepare and deliver a short speech 

 

Minds On 

 

 I can point out the strengths of a good speaker 

 I understand the characteristics of an effective speech 
 

Action! 

 

 I can prepare and deliver a thank you speech 

 I have practised my delivery using audio and/or video feedback 

 

Consolidation 

 

 I can recognize my strengths and prove upon my weaknesses using a tip sheet 
 
 

Connections and Next Steps 

 

 I am confident that I know how to improve upon my oral skills through focused 
practice and feedback. 


