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Reading: Preview, Predict and Plan 
Understanding Opposing Points of View 

 
Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 
 Preview, predict and plan to understand 

 Recognize the organizational features of 

prose text 

 Use a graphic organizer (Both Sides Now) 

to compare and draw a conclusion 
 

 

 Student Response Page: Reading: Preview, 
Predict and Plan 

 Access to the internet 
 Ontario College Writing Exemplars available 

at http://www.gotocollege.ca/pdfs/6-
8_OCWE.pdf 

 Work with a partner 
  

Minds On  

 
  The term for writing in which sentences 

follow one after the other is “prose”. This is 
different from tables, forms and graphical text. 

 
  Prepare to understand what you read by 

predicting what you‟ll read about from the title 
and what you already know. 
 

  Prepare to understand what you read by 

looking up unfamiliar references and names, 
especially those important enough to be in the 
title and introductory paragraph of a prose text. 
 
 

  Prepare to understand what you read by 

building background knowledge. The more you 
know about something before you read, the 
more you understand as you read. 
 

 
  Using the internet (e.g. Wikipedia), read to 

increase your background knowledge of:  

 Luddite 

 Green Peace 

 Ray Kurzweil 

 David Foreman 
 

  Locate  the “Level 4 Research Essay, 

Sample 4” in the Research Essay section of the 
Ontario College Writing Exemplars at the internet 
address above.  
 
To do this:  

 Double-click „Exemplars‟ in the left-hand 
column 

 Select the + button for „RESEARCH 
ESSAY TEXT TYPE‟ 

 Select the page icon for Level 4 Research 
Essay Sample 4 

 The essay is on page 159.  
 

  The essay is entitled “Dehumanizing 

humanity in Ray Kurzweil and David Foreman”. 
From the title, predict the topic of this essay. 
 

  Highlight the writer‟s main idea, or thesis. 

 

Action!    

 
  The “Both Sides Now” organizer helps 

draw conclusions about opposing viewpoints. 
The organizers allows you to set the opposing 
viewpoints and supporting evidence side by 

 
  Read the body of the essay. Highlight 

specific examples of Kurzweil‟s ideas.  
 

  Highlight Foreman‟s ideas using a different 
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side, so that you can consider them and come 
up with your own thoughts about the 2 of them. 

colour. 
 

  In your own words and in point form, 

describe the opposing viewpoints, each on one 
side of the organizer. Include supporting 
examples in your description. 
 

Consolidation   

 

  Because of our unique experiences, each 

of us brings something different to what we 
read. Our understanding is shaped by our 
experiences and prior knowledge. 

 
  Carefully consider both sides. Compare the 

attitudes of each writer towards technology. With 
whom do you most agree, Ray Kurzweil or David 
Foreman? 
 

  Recall each man‟s background. How might 

their previous experience influence their attitudes 
towards the subject? 
 

  What is your attitude towards the subject?  

Do you sympathize with one writer more than the 
other? How does your experience influence your 
conclusion? 
 

 Look up the meaning of the term „bias‟, online 

if possible. Do you have a bias? Do these 
writers? Is it possible not to have a bias? 

 

Connections and Next Steps 
 

  Is it possible to make informed and relatively unbiased decisions based on an objective 

interpretation of facts?  Locate Group Interview Reports In the Appendix of Ontario College Writing 
Exemplars. Read Sample 1.  

 How does the report attempt to be free of bias and fair?   

 To what extent is the group report successful at remaining objective? 
 

 
 



READING SURVIVAL SKILLS    Literacy Lesson 3.5 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Reading Survival Skills: Reading: Preview, Predict and Plan, 
3.5 page 3  

 

Reading: Preview, Predict and Plan – Student Response 
Understanding Opposing Points of View 

 
 You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On…  

 

 In point form jot down a few facts you found for 

 
 Luddite 
  
 Green Peace 
  
 Ray Kurzweil 
  
 David Foreman 
  

  Prediction from the title 

 

  Writer‟s main idea 

 

Action!    

 

  Fill in the organizer after highlighting the examples in the essay. 

 

 
Both Sides Now  Organizer 

Evidence that supports 
Kurzweil 

 
Questions 
 
What is the role of 
technology in our lives? 
 
Is technology a help or a 
hindrance to humanity? 

Evidence that supports 
Foreman 
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Consolidation   

 

With whom do you most agree?  Kurzweil or Foreman? 

 
Decision 
 

 
 

 

 
Reasons 

 

 
Your bias 

 

 
 
Connections and Next Steps  

 
 Group Interview Reports 

 
 Strategies for being free of bias and fair 

 
 Your assessment of the group‟s objectivity 

 

 
 

 
Teacher’s Feedback 

 

 Successfully completed   
 

 Still to do: 
______________________________________________________  

 
Comments:   
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Reading: Preview, Predict and Plan 
Understanding Opposing Points of View 

 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

 Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 
about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  
 
 
Critical Learning 
 

 Preview, predict and plan to understand 

 Recognize the organizational features of prose text 

 Use a graphic organizer (Both Sides Now) to compare and draw a conclusion 
 
 
Minds On…  
 

 I can predict the main idea from the title  

 I can recognize the main idea, or thesis, of an essay 
 
 
Action! 
 

 I can identify the main arguments and their supporting examples 

 I can formulate an opinion of my own based on reading and understanding 

 I can recognize bias, both my own and that of other writers 
 

 
Consolidation  
 

 I can recognize point of view and bias in interview and report forms of writing 
 
 
Connections and Next Steps 
 

 I can recognize and assess bias and objectivity 

 I can identify strategies for being fair and free of bias  


