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The Plain Explain  
Understanding, Organizing and Explaining a Concept  

 
Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 
 Understand and appreciate the 

importance of clear instructions  

 Take into account the point of view of 

the listener/reader and the context 

 Develop and organize new concepts 

using a concept map 

 Explain a new concept explicitly to a 

new audience 
 

 
 Access to the internet 
 Student Response Page: Wiki Work 
 Wikis in Plain English video available at 

http://www.commoncraft.com/video-
wikis-plain-english  

 Wiki Websites: www.pbwiki.com 
                              www.wetpaint.com 
                              www.wikispaces.com 
 Work with a partner.  

Minds On  

 
 Not only is following instructions an 

essential skill, giving instructions you 
would like others to follow is also 
important. An excellent model can be 
found at The Common Craft website 
available at the above address and on 
YouTube. 
 

 Visualizing is forming pictures in the 

mind, a technique that is useful preparation 
for writing instructions that readers can 
follow. 
 

 Concept Maps can be used to 

organize, clarify and reflect upon new 
ideas.  Examples are available on-line in 
Think Literacy:  Cross-Curricular 
Approaches, “Webbing, Mapping and 
More” page 108. 
 

 

 
 Locate the video at the internet address 

above.  In 3:52 minutes, it explains a “wiki” 
in plain English. If necessary, view the 
video several times or read the transcript 
which is also available on the web page. 
 

 Draw your own single-page concept 

map to illustrate how a wiki works.  For 
example, a circle of bubbles might be a 
simple method to show the “edit-save-link” 
steps of this process. See your Student 
Response page for additional concept map 
web sites. 
 

 Use your wiki concept map to guide 

your writing of the explanatory paragraph 
under Action!.   
 

Action!    

 
 
 
 
 To write clear concise instructions 

requires the writer to think from the point of 
view of „other‟ and consider what that 
person needs to know and understand in 
order to follow your instructions.   

 
 Visit one of the wiki web sites listed in 

Materials and Interaction. 
 

 Set up a wiki web site where you 

prepare a list of advantages and 
disadvantages of a wiki.  Record the 
internet address accurately on your 
Student Response page. 

http://www.commoncraft.com/video-wikis-plain-english
http://www.commoncraft.com/video-wikis-plain-english
http://www.pbwiki.com/
http://www.wetpaint.com/
http://www.wikispaces.com/


WRITING SURVIVAL SKILLS    Literacy Lesson 2.6 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2006): Writing Survival Skills: The Plain Explain, 2.6 page 2 

 
 

  Remember the R.A.F.T.S. strategy 

from Literacy Lessons 1.4 and 2.4. You 
could use this strategy here! 
 
R.A.F.T.S. is a strategy for clarifying 5 
important aspects of any piece of writing: 
 
 your Role and relationship to the 

intended reader 
 the Audience, or intended reader, 

whose needs for information you must 
respond to 

 the Form, or shape or format, that the 
writing will take; many forms are 
already set and accepted; putting 
information into a familiar form makes it 
easier for the reader to understand it 

 the Topic, or what you‟re writing about:  
 a Strong Verb that captures what you 

hope to achieve.    

 Prepare an email message for your 

partner. Your purpose is to invite your 
partner to your wiki so that your partner 
can revise your list of advantages and 
disadvantages. Use this length guideline: 
5-7 sentences. 
 
Step 1: Draft the content. Here is a sample 
outline: 

 Define wiki. (What is it? Where do 
you find it? When do you use it?) 

 Explain how a wiki works. 

 Tell why a wiki is useful. 

 Convince your partner that a wiki 
would be beneficial for a group 
work project. 

 Invite your partner to the wiki to 
revise your list of advantages and 
disadvantages of this experience. 

 
Step 2: Revise your email using the 
checklist on the Student Response page 
before you send it. 

 
Step 3: Print a copy for your teacher to 
evaluate, and attach it to your Student 
Response page. 

 
 

Consolidation   

 
   

 
 Send this message to your partner in 

an email and invite the partner to your wiki 
 Test the clarity of your explanation 

by meeting the partner at your wiki 
to revise and edit the list you 
prepared based on your wiki 
experience. 

 Invite your teacher to the wiki to 
verify your work.  

 Reflect upon your wiki work. 
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Connections and Next Steps 

 

 View additional Common Craft in Plain English videos on a variety of subjects, 

available at www.commoncraft.com/show  View another video (e.g., RSS or Twitter) and 
attempt to understand and execute the instructions. 
 

Develop a common craft concept of your own that would be useful to students in your 

program or college. 
 

 
 

http://www.commoncraft.com/show
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The Plain Explain – Student Response 
Understanding, Organizing and Explaining a Concept  

 
Wiki Work 

 

 You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On…  

 
Create a concept map of your own or use the internet address below to find one that 

works for you. 
http://www.2learn.ca/construct/graphicorg/concept/conceptmapindex.html# 

 
Attach the map to this page. 

 

Action!    

 

The URL for my wiki is: ____________________________________________ 

 
 Checklist for explanatory paragraph: 

 My reader knows what a wiki looks like 
 My reader knows where to find a wiki  
 My reader knows the steps needed to use a wiki 
 My reader can visualize how a wiki can assist a group work project 
 My reader will be persuaded to try a wiki  

 

 Attach email to partner. 

 

Consolidation   

 

 My explanations can be made clearer if I…… 
 

 A wiki is useful when…. 
 

 A wiki is not useful when…. 
 
Connections and Next Steps  

 
 My concept for a Common Craft Video for College Students is… 

 

 
 
 

http://www.2learn.ca/construct/graphicorg/concept/conceptmapindex.html
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Teacher’s Feedback 
 

 Successfully completed    
 

 Still to do: ___________________________________________________  
 
Comments:   
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The Plain Explain  
Understanding, Organizing and Explaining a Concept  

 

 
Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 

 

 Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 

about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  
 
 
Critical Learning 

 

 Understand and appreciate the importance of clear instructions  

 Take into account the point of view of the listener/reader and the context 

 Develop and organize new concepts using a map/web  

 Explain a new concept  

 
 
Minds On…  
 

 I can visualize a new concept as it is described to me 

 I can create/use a concept map that accurately represents the new idea  
 
 
Action! 

 

 I can follow instructions to create and use my own wiki 

 I can use a concept map to guide my explanatory paragraph 

 I can write instructions that are clear and easy for my reader to follow 

 I can create and use a wiki to share information with another student 
 
 
Consolidation  

 

 I can reflect upon my own learning and recognize ways to clarify instructions. 

 I can identify applications in college situations where clear instructions are 
needed 

 I can assess the role of a technology such as a wiki 
 


