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Note-Taking 
Power Learning Approach 

 
Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 
 Understand the importance of question 

prompts to learning 

 Understand how to prepare to take notes 
effectively 

 Practise note-taking from a book, lecture 
and discussion  

 Self-assess a set of notes 
 

 

 Student Response Page: Note-Taking 

 Power Learning, 3rd Edition 

 Work with a partner 

Minds On  

 
  Responding to question prompts 

establishes a mindset for learning by focusing 
on the topic and cueing you to make 
connections between it and you. An effective 
learner internalizes questions like these: 
 

  What do I already know about this topic?  

 Why do I need to know this?  

 What attitudes and other obstacles might 
get in the way of learning this? How can I 
overcome these obstacles?  

 

 
  Complete “Journal Reflections: How Do I 

Take Notes” on page 117 of Power Learning, 
3rd Edition. 

  Read “Prepare: Considering Your Goals” 

on pages 115-116 of Power Learning, 3rd 
Edition.  Create 6 goals of your own and 6 
that seem to be your instructor’s. Compare. 

Action!    

 
   This chapter contains a lot of useful 

information. Read “Work: Processing—Not 
Copying—Information” on pages 122-127 of 
Power Learning, 3rd Edition. 
 

 
  Complete Try It! 1 (lecture notes) on 

page 120 of Power Learning, 3rd Edition. This 
activity requires a partner to read the mini-
lecture aloud.  
 

   Complete Try It! 2 on page 124 of 

Power Learning, 3rd Edition. 
 

Consolidation   

 

  Read “Rethink: Activating Your Memory” 

(pages128-130 of Power Learning, 3rd 
Edition.) This section is about consolidating 
your learning. 
 

  Question prompts that cue you to reflect, 

or look back on your learning, help you make 
learning more conscious and help you plan 

 
 Complete Try It! 3 on page 129 of Power 

Learning, 3rd Edition.  
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next steps. Effective learners internalize 
questions like these: 
 

 What have I learned? Can I explain it to 
someone else?  

 What isn’t clear? How can I fix up my 
understanding?  

 How does this connect to my own 
knowledge and experience?  

 How is this like or not like something 
similar?  

 How can I use this?  
 

Connections and Next Steps 
 

  It has been said that learning has only occurred when you can apply it. Apply your 

learning in a case study.  

 
  Complete “A Clean Sweep”, page 136 of Power Learning, 3rd Edition. 
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Note-Taking – Student Response 
Power Learning Approach  

 

 
  You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On…  

 
  “Journal Reflections: How Do I Take Notes” on page 117 of Power Learning, 3rd 

Edition. 
 
 

  Create 6 goals of your own and 6 that seem to be your instructor’s. Compare 

 

Action!    

 
  Try It! 1 on page 120 of Power Learning, 3rd Edition. 
 
  Try It! 2 on page 124 of Power Learning, 3rd Edition. 

 

Consolidation   

 

  Try It! 3 on page 129 of Power Learning, 3rd Edition.  
 
 

Connections and Next Steps 

 
  “A Clean Sweep”, on page 136 of Power Learning, 3rd Edition. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Teacher’s Feedback 
 

 Successfully completed   
 

 Still to do: ____________________________________________________  
 
Comments:  
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Note-Taking 
Power Learning Approach  

 

 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

 Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 

about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  
 
 
Critical Learning 

 

 Understand the importance of question prompts to learning 

 Understand how to prepare to take notes effectively  

 Practise note-taking from a book, lecture and from a discussion  

 Self-assess a set of notes 
 
 
Minds On 
 

 I understand how understanding my instructor’s and my goals can contribute to 
better note-taking. 

 I understand how to prepare for class. 

 I understand my own note-taking habits.  
 
 
Action! 
 

  I understand the difference between copying and note-taking.  

  I use at least 1 of the strategies from Power Learning. 

  I can take notes from a lecture. 

  I can self-evaluate my notes, e.g. by comparing them to another student’s notes. 

  I can take notes from a discussion. 
 

 
Consolidation  
 

  I understand what is meant by “rethinking”.  

  I have used 1 of the strategies from this part of Power Learning. 

  I can evaluate my notes, e.g., by using a checklist.  


