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Networking in College: Study Groups 
Study Smart. Not More! 

 
Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 
 Appreciate the importance of 

networking in your program and in your 
working life 

 Understand the study group concept 

 Learn to create, plan, organize and lead 

a study group 

 Set an agenda 

 

 

 Student Response Page: Networking in 
College  

 Conestoga College’s Learning 
Commons “Forming Your Own Study 
Group”.  Go to the Workshops page 
available at 
http://www.conestogac.on.ca/learningc
ommons/learningskills/handouts.jsp 

 Work with a partner. 
 

Minds On  

 
  Conestoga College’s Learning 

Commons is an excellent resource for any 
college student, and is worthy of further 
exploration.  Be sure to bookmark this 
internet address and add it to your list of 
favourites. 
 
 

  There are many benefits to 

collaborating and co-operating. For 
example, when students in a second year 
business program sell their first year texts 
as a co-op, then all students benefit. 
Instead of undercutting one another’s price 
selling as individuals and competing 
against each other, all the used texts are 
pooled and a common price agreed upon. 
Buyers find a text easily, a one stop-shop; 
sellers get a fair price without battling their 
peers. 
 

 
  Locate a power point slide presentation 

entitled “Forming Your Own Study Group” 
using the internet address, above, for 
Conestoga College’s Learning Commons. 
In the menu on the right, click on Learning 
Skills. Select “Audio workshops, Handouts 
and Tutorials”. Scroll down the list of 
Tutorials (PowerPoint) and select “Forming 
a study group”.  View this presentation 
prepared to take notes. 

 Click on each slide to move forward. If 
you select the “Back” key in the upper 
left corner of your screen, a new 
window will open with slide notes.  

 As you watch and read, record the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
studying in a group. Use the T-chart on 
your Student Response page.   

 Compare your list with a partner’s.  Do 
the pros outweigh the cons?   

 

Action!    

 

  The initial set-up and organization of a 

study group requires some time, but the 
long term benefits of a network of peers is 
valuable now and in the future.  
 

   “It’s not what you know, but who you 

know” is an expression you may have 
heard. The art of networking is very 
important in the world of work, and 

 

  Review the difference between “open 

invitation” and “purposeful selection”(slide 
5). Which method would you use and why? 

 
 Assume that you have approached and 

invited 4-6 students for your study group 
using the guidelines recommended in the 
brochure. You are ready to e-mail the 

http://www.conestogac.on.ca/learningcommons/learningskills/handouts.jsp
http://www.conestogac.on.ca/learningcommons/learningskills/handouts.jsp
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organizing and leading a study group is a 
good starting point for honing these skills. 

agenda for the first meeting. 

 
 Use the informal meeting agenda 

template from Microsoft Office on your 
Student Response page. Make 
changes to suit your needs. 

 Work with a partner to fill in the agenda 
template.  Return to “Forming Your 
Own Study Group” presentation to 
check that the key questions are on 
your agenda. 

 Prepare your email with the agenda as 
an attachment. 
 

Consolidation   

 

  Lesson 5.4 provides specific 

information about email etiquette.  

 

  Before you send your e-mail, re-read it 

as if you were the recipient. Use the 
following questions as your checklist. 
 

 Do you have sufficient information to 
attend? 

 If you received this agenda, would you 
want to participate? 

 As a potential member of this group, 
what would your concerns be? 

 Do you see item(s) where you would 
contribute ideas? 

 What is the tone (attitude) of the e-
mail?  Is it inviting? 

 Does the writer seem organized? 
…business-like? 

 

  Have a partner or your teacher 

proofread your work.  Print a hard copy 
and attach it to your Student Response 
page. 

Connections and Next Steps 

 

  Hard skills are technical and job-specific skills. Soft skills are people skills, e.g., 

communication, teamwork, creativity, organization and a collaborative spirit. Reflect on 
your learning in this lesson.  What “soft skills” are acquired in networking that will be 
useful to you in your college and working life? 
 

  Investigate another workshop presentation and resource on the Learning Commons 

index. 
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Networking in College: Study Groups – Student Response 
Work Smart. Not More! 

 

  You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On…  

 

 Fill in the T-chart, compare results with a partner’s: 

 

Advantages of Study Groups Disadvantages of Study Groups 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Action!    

 

 With a partner, create an agenda. Revise the outline as needed. 

 
                                        Study Group Agenda 

                    Team Meeting 
 

[Date] 

[Time] 

[Location] 

Meeting called by:  Type of meeting:  

Facilitator:  Note taker:  

Timekeeper:    

Attendees:  

 

Please read:  

Please bring:  

                               Agenda Items 
 

Topic Presenter Time allotted 
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                               Other Information 

  
Observers:  

 

Resources:  

 

Special notes:  

 

 
 

Consolidation   

 
  Attach the revised and edited email and agenda. 

 

Connections and Next Steps 

 

  Soft skills practised above.  

 

  Another workshop presentation and resource on the Learning Commons index. 

 

 
 

Teacher’s Feedback 
 

 Successfully completed    
 

 Still to do: _____________________________________________________  
 
Comments:   
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Networking in College: Study Groups 
Study Smart. Not More! 

 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

  Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 
about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  
 
 
Critical Learning 
 

 Understand the study group concept 

 Learn to create, plan, organize and lead a study group 

 Let an agenda 
 

 
Minds On…  
 

 I understand the benefits and the challenges of study groups 

 I know what a study group is and the steps to take to form a study group 
 
 
Action! 
 

 I can set an agenda 

 I can email a peer with the required information  
 

 
Consolidation  
 

 I understand the role of networking in college and in workplace situations 
 
 
Connections and Next Steps 
 

 I know what soft skills are and which ones I have. 

 I have investigated another workshop and resource available on the Learning 
Commons.  


