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Take the College Challenge! 
Making inferences to locate information 

 
Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 

 Brainstorm effectively 

 Become familiar with information on a 

college website 

 Understand how to make inferences to 

locate information  
 

 
 Student Response Page: Take the 

College Challenge!  
 Access to the Internet  
 Ontario colleges web site. Available at 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/l
ist/college.html 

 Work with a partner 
 

Minds On…  

 

  Many students think brainstorming is 

simply recording random ideas. However, 
brainstorming (think of the word „storm‟) is 
an intense problem-solving strategy used 
by creative teams or individuals. 
Brainstorming should bring insight through 
 generating ideas rapidly 
 not censoring ideas prematurely 
 pushing yourself to generate 5 ideas 

after you think you‟re done. 
 

  Bookmarking means saving the URL 

in your favorites. 
 

  Skilled internet users locate 

information efficiently rather than by trial 
and error, e.g., if you linked to the 
Algonquin College website and wanted to 
find out about places to live, you would 
consider the menu labels and hyperlinks.  
 
One way: From the menu bar, you will 
eliminate “About”, “Admissions”, “Programs 
and Courses”, “News” and “Events”. You 
would infer that “Student Services” might 
include information about places to live 
because providing information about 
housing options would be a “service” that 
supports students.  
 
Another way: Because your general 
knowledge tells you that new students are 
the ones most likely to want to stay in 
residence, you might also select the link for 

 

  Brainstorm a list of information new 

college students might be looking for.  If 
possible, brainstorm with your teacher or 
another student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Locate the page that lists the web 

pages for all 24 colleges in Ontario using 
the internet address above. Bookmark the 
page and then use the hyperlink to go to 
the web page of a college of your choice.  
 

  Identify something you want to know 

about the college you selected. Brainstorm 
if necessary. Use your background 
knowledge to make an inference (a 
prediction in this case) about which menu 
item or hyperlink will most likely take you to 
the information you‟re seeking. How many 
links does it take to get to the information 
you‟re looking for? 
  
 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/list/college.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/list/college.html
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“Prospective Students”. Both of these links 
will take you to information about places to 
live. 
  

Action!    

 

  Locating information is a basic 

information processing skill. You have to 
know what you‟re looking for and where to 
look. Understanding the structure and 
features of a text, such as a website, helps 
you search successfully.   
 

 

  Locate the information listed on the 

Student Response page for the college of 
your choice. Check the box beside each 
heading if the website provides all the 
information. Bookmark pages that interest 
you for future reference. 
 

Consolidation   

 

  The ability to reflect, or look back at 

yourself, is important to effective learning. 
Reflecting enables you to assess your 
success, set new goals and plan next 
steps. Reflection is a metacognitive skill 
that enables you to think about your 
thinking. 
 

 

  Reflect on how well you predicted what 

kinds of information you located on the 
college website. What did you not predict? 
Why not? How efficient were your 
searches? 
 

Connections and Next Steps 

 

  Identify a topic of interest related to one of your classes. Using your browser and a 

search engine, locate a promising web site. Search for information on the web site, 
consciously making inferences to search efficiently. 
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Take the College Challenge! – Student Response 
Making Inferences to Locate Information 

 

  You can: (1) Work on this template online and print a completed copy. It will expand 

as you work or (2) print a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write or 
(3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On…  

 

  Select a promising menu item or hyperlink by making an inference 

 

  Bookmark a link (save it to Favourites). 

 

Action!    

 

  Locate the information below: 

 
Campus Map:   
 Locate residences and select one. Give your reason for your selection. 
 Locate food services. 
 Locate student parking lots and the cost of a parking pass. 

 
Orientation Program:   
 When the orientation program is offered 
 What events the orientation program includes 

 
Office of the Registrar (Admissions): 
 How much tuition fees are 
 What convocation is and when it‟s held 

 
Date and Deadlines: 
 When exams start 
 When this semester ends 

 
Learner Support Centre: 
 Whether the college has peer tutors, writing help, and workshops 

 
Library:  2 helpful links for research 
 
Counselling:  Free help 
 
Book/Computer Store:  
 The cost of a textbook in a course you‟d like to take 
 Whether you can buy or  trade used textbooks 

 
Students‟ Association: 
 Services provided by the Campus Health Centre 
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 Whether the college has a dental/health plan 
 
Internet Portal: 
 Name of the college‟s student e-mail portal. 
 Whether the college has an electronic course communication system (called a 

blackboard) 
 
Student Newspaper: headline of an article you‟ve read at 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/relsites/collnews_coll.html 
 
Events Calendar:  Upcoming events 
 
Human Resources:  Job opportunities 
 
Departments and Programs: 
 Title of a course that is new to you. 
 Whether the college offers apprenticeship programs 

 
Financial Aid/Awards:  Bursaries and scholarships 
 
Athletics: 
 Fitness facilities and the fee 

 
 

Consolidation   

  

  How well you predicted the kinds of information college web sites provide 

 

Connections and Next Steps 
 

  What else did you locate of interest that could be included in this challenge? 

 

 
 
 

Teacher’s Feedback 
 

 Successfully completed 
 

 Still to do: ____________________________________________________  
 
Comments:   

 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/relsites/collnews_coll.html
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Take the College Challenge! Student Responses 
Making Inferences to Locate Information 

 
 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

  Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 
about which you have questions or need to consolidate further. 
 
Critical Learning  
 

 Brainstorm effectively  

 Become familiar with information on a college web site 

 Make inferences to locate information on a college web site 
 
Minds On 
 

 I can make predictions before reading  

 I understand how to make an inference in order to locate web site information 
efficiently 

 I can bookmark a link  
 
Action! 
 

 I can make inferences to locate specific information on a college web site 

 I can locate a variety of types of information: 

 Places  

 Maps 

 Dates 

 Amounts 

 Events  

 Services  

 Electronic blackboard environment 

 I can locate information based on  

 Instructions 

 Personal preference 

 Application to me 
 
Consolidation 
 

 I can reflect on how successful I was at predicting the kinds of information I‟d find 
 
Connections and Next Steps 

 

 I have practised making inferences and conducting efficient searches for a web 
site related by topic to one of my classes. 


