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Smart Start at Seneca 
Navigating and Reading College Web Sites  

 
Critical Learning Materials and Interaction 

 

 Become familiar with information on 

your college website 

 Locate and critically read and evaluate 

information 

 Increase Internet skills, e.g., using 

hyperlinks and questions to „go deeper‟  
 

 
 Student Response Page: Smart Start 

at Seneca 
 Access to the Internet  
 Welcome! Available at 

http://www.senecac.on.ca/student/first-
experience/index.html  

 Work with a partner.  
 

Minds On  

 

 With the will and know-how, you can 

take charge of your learning and success. 
For example, there‟s not much point in 
reading unless you‟re reading for meaning. 
This lesson focuses on reading strategies 
to read for meaning. They include: 
 making personal connections 
 comparing and contrasting 
 clarifying thinking through speaking, 

writing or drawing 
 using a structure such as I see, I think, 

Therefore 
 critically questioning a text. 
 
 
 
 
 Structures are frameworks for thinking. 

The I see, I think, Therefore structure  
 focuses attention and observation skills 

(I see…) 
 prompts reflection, making 

connections, comparing (I think…) 
 asks you to draw conclusions 

(Therefore…). 
 Try this framework with any kind of text—
print, electronic, or visual—from your 
classes. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 What is one difference between high 

school and college you expect to discover 
or have already encountered? What 
implications does this difference have for 
you as a college student? Capture your 
thoughts on your Student Response page 
in writing or drawing. Alternatively, discuss 
these questions with your teacher or 
another student. 
 

 To take full advantage of this Dual 

Credit opportunity to participate in a 
college community, find out how to access 
computers and the internet on campus. 
Ask your teacher or a classmate. Write this 
information down on your Student 
Response page for future reference.  
 

 Locate the Seneca Orientation page by 

using the internet address above and 
selecting “Orientation”. “Orientation” 
means “introductory instruction for a new 
situation”. Use the I see, I think, Therefore 
structure to interpret 3 items on the web 
page. Record these on your Student 
Response page.  See example below: 
 

http://www.senecac.on.ca/student/first-experience/index.html
http://www.senecac.on.ca/student/first-experience/index.html
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 Develop a habit of curiosity by 

questioning texts and the author. Good 
questions can prompt critical thinking and 
help you grapple with the text‟s meaning. 
The questions on the right are examples of 
these kinds of questions. Use these 
questions with print and electronic texts 
from your classes. 
 

 

 Push beyond content to read critically. 

Answer the following questions on your 
Student Response page: 
1. What is the overall message (the gist) 

of the Seneca Orientation page? 
Identify 2 details that contribute to this 
message. 

2. What does the web page assume 
about its readers‟ beliefs and values? 

3. How does the web page attempt to 
influence you? 

4. Whose perspectives and voices are not 
included on the web page? 

 

I see… I think… Therefore… 

The 
caption 
“Be 
Your 
Own 
Hero” 
 
 

This caption 
advises me to 
be and do the 
things I most 
admire 
 
 

I am 
responsible for 
making this 
experience a 
success or not 

Action!    

 

  College students tell us that they are 

often overwhelmed by the amount of 
independent reading required at college. 
Most colleges, wanting students to be 
successful, provide a range of supports.  
 
 

  Be strategic about your success: learn 

to use strategies that help you understand 
what you read and manage the amount of 
reading. 
 
 

 Students are often asked to summarize 

what they read or hear. A summary “sums 
up” information by adding together the 
main ideas. The trick to summarizing is 
understanding. If you understand, you can 
sum up what you know in your own words. 
If you don‟t understand, you end up 
stitching together phrases from what 
you‟ve read or heard.  
 

  To “reflect” is to “look back” at 

 

 Locate the menu (a list!) in the upper-

left of the Seneca Welcome page. Select 
“Get Connected” and then “Get Connected 
to Students”. Use the following questions 
to focus your exploration of the site: 
 What is SMILE? 
 What is a Protégé? 
 

 Scroll down the “Get connected to 

Students” page and select 
“Success@Seneca”. Select “Success 
Strategies”. Select and print a hard copy of 
“Reading Comprehension”. Your purpose 
for reading is to summarize useful 
strategies.  
 
Step 1: Read your printout, highlighting 5 
of the 15 strategies listed you will use. 
 
Step 2: Select “Tips and Resources” from 
the Welcome, First Year Experience page 
menu. Locate, select and print a hard copy 
of the “First Year Experience Guide”.  
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something, usually to think seriously about 
it. Reflecting is a skill that you can develop 
and use to make your learning more 
successful.  
 

Step 3: Apply the 5 strategies to reading 
the guide. 
 
Step 4: Summarize what you have 
understood, either in writing or orally to 
your teacher.  
 
Step 5: Reflect on which strategy worked 
best for you and which you need to 
practise. 

Consolidation   

 

 Being curious is important to learning 

and asking questions is the hallmark of a 
curious person. Begin your questions with 
words like these: 
 Who? 
 When? 
 Where? 
 How?  
 Why? 
 

 

 Generate 3 questions about what you 

want to know about being a college 
student. Write your questions on your 
Student Response page. 
 

 Respond to these guiding questions. 

Write your answers on your Student 
Response page. 
1. How well did the information answer 

your questions about being a college 
student? What do you still want to 
know? 

2. How user-friendly were the page format 
and navigation? What was challenging 
to locate? What was easy to locate?  

3. Did the web site make you feel 
welcomed into the college community? 
Why or why not? 

4. What are your first impressions of 
college from this web site?  

5. How is reading a web page different 
from reading something in print, e.g. a 
textbook?  

6. What additional comments or questions 
do you have?  

 

 On the Seneca site, select “Tips and 

Resources” and then “How to read your 
timetable”. Select one campus and print 
out the brochure. Use the brochure to 
figure out how to understand how to read 
the course code for you college class. 
Explain how to understand the course 
code to another person. 
 



START SMART: ORIENTATION    Literacy Lesson 1.1 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Start Smart: Orientation: Start Smart at Seneca, 1.1 page 4 

Connections and Next Steps 

 

 Read “Speaking of Success” page19 of Power Learning, 3rd Edition, by Farzana 

Jamal, Ryerson student. To what would you attribute Ms Jamal‟s successes so far? 
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Smart Start at Seneca – Student Response  
Navigating and Reading College Web Sites  

 

 You can: (1) Work on this outline online and print a completed copy. It will expand as 

you work or (2) print out a blank copy after adjusting the spacing to leave room to write 
or (3) use this as a guide to structure responding in a notebook.  
 

Minds On…  

 

  Introduction to College 

 

 One difference between high school and college environments and implications 
for me 

 

 How to access a computer, log in and access the Internet on campus  
 
 

 Interpret 3 items on the website 

 

 Responses to the 4 reading questions that take a critical stance 
 

I see… I think… Therefore… 

The caption 
“Be Your Own 
Hero” 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 

This caption advises me 
to be and do the things I 
most admire 
 
 

I am responsible for making this 
experience a success or not 

Action!    

 

  Explain 

 
 SMILE 
 
 Protégé 
 

  Attach a printout of Reading Comprehension success strategies, with 5 strategies 

highlighted 
 

  Oral or written summary of the “First Year Experience Guide”. 

 

  Reflection: 

 

 Which strategy works best for me 
 

 Which strategy I need to practise 
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 Reflect 

 
 Three questions about being a college student: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

 

Consolidation   

 

 Answers to the guiding questions: 

 
 How well the web pages answered my questions about being a college student… 

What I still want to know 
 
 How user-friendly the pages‟ format and navigation were…What was challenging or 

easy to locate  
 
 How welcomed into the college community I felt…Why or why not 
 
  My first impressions of college from this web site 
 
 How reading a web site differs from reading a print text  
 

Connections and Next Steps 

 

  How to read the course code for a college class 

 
  To what do you attribute Ms Jamal‟s successes so far? 

 
  College Challenge, Lesson 1.2 

 

 
 

 
Teacher’s Feedback 

 

 Successfully completed   
 

 Still to do: _____________________________________________________  
 
Comments:   

 



START SMART: ORIENTATION    Literacy Lesson 1.1 

 

Dual Credits (Revised Nov. 2009): Start Smart: Orientation: Start Smart at Seneca, 1.1 page 7 

Smart Start at Seneca 
Navigating and Reading College Web Sites  

 

 

Literacy Learning Self-Assessment Checklist 
 

  Check items you have completed confidently in this lesson. Highlight items 
about which you have questions or need to consolidate further.  
 
 
Critical Learning 
 

 Become familiar with information on your college website 

 Locate, critically read, and evaluate information 

 Increase Internet skills, e.g., using hyperlinks and questions to „go deeper‟ 

 
 
Minds On 
 

 I can identify 1 difference between high school and college environments and 
implications for me 

 I understand how to access a computer, log in and access the Internet on 
campus  

 I can interpret graphics and words on websites 

 I can use and respond to critical questions 
 
 
Action! 
 

 I know what SMILE is 

 I know what a Protégé is 

 I understand and have practiced 5 reading comprehension strategies  

 I can summarize what‟s important to me in the “First Year Experience Guide” 

 I can identify a reading comprehension strategy that works for me 

 I can identify a reading comprehension strategy I should practice 
 
 
Consolidation 
 

 I understand how to read the course code  


