
 

 
at a glance 

 
 
 
These lessons will help you 
 Understand kinds of writing often required at college, 

e.g., note-taking, short reports, email 
 Use strategies for writing effectively 
 Use strategies for avoiding writing pitfalls, e.g., 

plagiarism. 

 
 
 

Literacy is key. In these lessons, you will engage and boost 
your literacy by 
 Reading good examples of the kind of texts you need to write. 
 Making sure your understanding of the task matches your instructor’s understanding. 
 Being strategic: Use strategies, e.g., a R.A.F.T.S., to support your writing. 
 Using the writing process—not as a formula, but as a guide. 
 Avoiding plagiarism and documenting your sources.  

 
 
 
 
Learning about your learning is powerful. Here are some questions you will think about to reflect on 
your learning in these lessons: 
 Do you know what you know about writing?  
 Do you know what writing tasks you can do?  
 Do you know what next steps to take to improve your writing? 
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About the lessons 
Each Literacy Lesson includes the following parts:  
 
 Critical Learning, which outlines the main goals of the lesson. 
 Materials and Interaction, which lists the handouts, resources and collaboration you will 

need to complete the lesson. Use this as a checklist to prepare for your learning. The blue-
coloured text in the lessons show when collaboration is required or recommended. To 
access the Internet addresses, use CTRL + click to follow the link. Your browser may need 
to be open. Alternatively, cut and paste the URL into your browser. 

 Minds On, which begins the lesson, turns your “mind on” to the learning of the lesson. 
 The Action!, usually the main part of the lesson, is intended to engage you more deeply in 

the topic, and to exercise and develop your knowledge and skills.  
 Consolidation, which concludes the lesson, allows you to strengthen and reflect on your 

learning. 
 Connections and Next Steps, which provides suggestions for further study and gives 

direction about what follows the lesson. 
 
Throughout the lessons, look for the, information, and, action icons in the lesson, and use 
them as a guide for your learning. 
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