
Transcript: Reflections of the FSL 
Principal Focus Group

Segment 1: Setting the context

Part D – The Framework for FSL as a Catalyst for Discussion
Female: Communication with parents is a key element in the role of school 

administrators.  The Framework for FSL contains an abundance of 
information that can assist principals and vice-principals when working with 
parents, such as the Question and Answer section and the Review of Current 
Research section, which includes findings specifically related to English 
language learners and to FSL students with special education needs.  
In the final section of the video, the FSL principal focus group discuss how 
they have used these parts of the Framework for FSL when communicating 
with parents who have questions about French as a second language.

KB: I was wondering as well, because you’re all very aware of the framework and 
the document itself, how you were able to rare—raise awareness of the 
document and the Framework and its benefits to a broad range of 
stakeholders?

WB: I could speak to that a little bit.  I mean, the fact that the Framework came out 
well in advance of the revised curriculum was helpful because it was, to me, 
that lead-in which was very helpful.  I also was very cautious to bring that 
wide background of it, and then, with that, the three goals were very key.  So 
we kept the focus simple and I really think that that’s—that was in the full 
article as well about keeping it simple and keeping it focused and keeping 
things targeted.

SF: I think the framework for us as leaders who are passionate about French 
immersion, it gives us a tool to champion FSL not just within our schools, with 
our parents and with our students, but beyond, within the board and in the 
larger community.  I think more and more we’re seeing articles in newspapers 
and on the internet about the value of languages and FSL in Ontario.

AC: And then the other thing, especially up in the North, French not being that 
prevalent, if(?) you don’t use it very much, the kids don’t have a chance to 
practice it.  And I found with the Framework what really helped is the Guiding 
Principles, to be able to talk with the parents about how important it is but also 
the research that’s there that they weren’t aware of.  And I found that’s 
making a huge difference now in the value of learning that second language.

Female: Mm-hm.
WB: In the Guiding Principles, it says, “Learning FSL is a lifelong journey” and 

that’s where we can hook our parents as well, that it doesn’t stop at any point 
and they need to continue and they should continue to encourage their 
children and themselves to use the French that they know.



MB: There’s a really practical piece in the Framework that I find really helpful and 
that’s the FAQ piece in the back of the document, because it’s very parent-
friendly in the language and it is very grass-roots.  Parents want to know how 
they can support their kids.  “I don’t speak French.  How am I going to help 
little Johnny with the math, and Suzie with her math?” And they don’t 
understand that they are going to learn alongside. 

WB: Most of our parents were taught in a very traditional grammar-based 
approach, the one we know where they can tell you exactly how to conjugate 
all the verbs that they needed to know, “je suis,” “tu et,” [French].”  “Bravo.”  
But can you have a conversation?  And so that’s what I’ve been able to 
have—been able to access with parents, is that, “No, no.  The shift has 
changed.  Please don’t be concerned about the dictay(?) words.  We’re not 
worried about that today.  We’re not worried about the conjugation.  We’re 
worried about your child and you using the French that you know.”

SF: A key step before building or in building collective capacity is developing 
common understandings and debunking myths.  So the Framework, as you 
say, provides those Guiding Principles that are researched based, and the 
frequently asked questions that are catalysts for discussion.  Because I think 
what’s interesting is when you bring it to the table, with parents or with staff 
members, with senior admin, not everybody shares common beliefs about 
these various points that are touched on within the Framework.  And so it’s—I 
think it’s important to discuss, to provide an opportunity for everyone to 
express what their beliefs are and then to look into the research so that we do 
know that we’re doing the right thing for kids.

KB: The thinking behind the Framework document and what it allows principals to 
have at their disposal.  And I’ve talked with many different principals about the 
fact they—now they’re able to go to the document.  If they were not totally 
certain about what they were feeling about because they don’t have a French 
background, they now can go to the document and say, “I’m confident at this.  
I can share this with parents, I can share this with teachers,” and it’s really 
going to place a focus on French for Ontario.


