
Transcript: Reflections of the FSL 
Principal Focus Group

Segment 1: Setting the context

Part C – Supporting all Students in FSL
Female: In Michael Fullen’s article “The Big Ideas Behind Whole System Reform” from 

2010, one of the big ideas is all children can learn.  This is a key concept of 
the Framework for FSL reflected in the guiding principle “FSL programs are 
for all students.”  
In the next part of the video, FSL principal focus group members discuss why 
it is important to include all students in French as a Second Language 
programs.

AC: You know, it was exciting actually to see the link between the article and the 
FSL Framework, and just like the rest of us, just the idea of that all children 
can learn.  You know, so quickly we try to exempt a child because they’re 
having difficulties in literacy, and reading this, reading the Framework, you 
just how much, you know, we’re really putting our special needs students in a 
disadvantage when we take the FSL piece away, because that, right away, 
will limit their career.

MB: But I just think it’s—just levels the playing field for all children and it makes 
French accessible and invalu—and it gives them value.  It’s going to change 
especially for those children who come a little less advantaged than others.  
We look at literacy and numeracy as being that change that they need, the 
urgency of making sure that they learn those skills because it’s going to 
change the cycle perhaps of what’s been happening generationally in their 
families.  French is another one of those pieces that’s going to change the 
cycle for them.

KB: Mm-hm.
MB: And give them that next step that’s going to really advantage them in their 

future.  So that piece of the Framework is really important for us as the staff.
WB: With the Framework, the focus on the Framework being for all students, and 

that was really clear in both the Fullen document and in one of the guiding 
principles in the Framework that all students can benefit from learning French 
at whatever their ability, whatever their capacity, and we need to instill that 
same passion that we all have for that, and that the children don’t think, “Well, 
I’m not very smart and I can’t do it.”  Or where parents go back and say, 
“Well, I don’t want to limit the learning of my child and so I don’t think French 
is a good option.”  We need to pull away from that and really encourage 
parents to see the value of learning second languages, second, third, fourth 
languages, because it does—it is clear in the research what happens in 
children’s brains when we access those second language learnings.




