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Segment 2: Heightening Awareness of FSL Programs and Benefits

Part B: Parents and Communities as Partners in FSL
Female: On page 22 of the Framework, it states that “Parental interest and 

encouragement can be a significant factor in motivating students to engage 
fully in learning FSL and to continue their FSL studies throughout secondary 
school and beyond.”  Communication with parents plays a critical role when 
supporting students in achieving the goals described in the Framework.  In 
this section of the video, members of the FSL principal focus group share 
their thoughts on the importance of engaging parents in this discussion as 
well as their answers to some frequently asked questions posed by parents 
regarding FSL.

WB: Heightening the profile and the awareness around French as a second 
language learning has been helped a lot by the new documents that have 
come out.  I have brought those documents to our school council, shown the 
parents the documents, talked about those important pieces at the front, that 
they are—it’s a new approach and it’s very different from the approach that 
the parents in our building, that they were faced with when they were at 
schools.  So it helps to—when parents are concerned that the dicta words are 
not coming home, then I talk about the documents that we have, and it has a 
different strategy and a different focus, so that student proficiency in a 
language is the focus, not being able to spell words correctly.  
Well, the one document in particular that I start with is the Framework for 
French as a Second Language document.  It has very specific, targeted focus 
and that’s helpful for parents to understand.  It’s helpful for them because 
they have something tangible in front of them that they can look at and see 
with their own eyes that the way French as a Second Language is taught has 
shifted from the way they were taught.  But it has changed tremendously over 
the past few years and it’s important that parents understand what the change 
is and why that change has occurred, that it’s all research based and that the 
focus is on developing that good skill set with the language that they use on a 
daily basis.

MB: We really encourage our parents to participate in their FS—in the FSL 
learning of their children in our building through open communication with 
(indiscernible) happening in the classroom, an open-door policy, an ongoing 
invitation to come to the school and volunteer in the classroom.  If they don’t 
speak French, they may not volunteer directly in their own child’s classroom, 
but they are volunteering in the school in a way that they’re exposed to what’s 
happening in the building, and certainly through Parent Council they can get 
involved.



We also make sure that we’re sending home strategies that are easy and 
understandable for parents to use with their children.  So, for instance, in a 
primary classroom, if they’ve been doing some basic addition work in their 
French Immersion classroom, that would be explained very carefully for a 
parent, on a one-pager perhaps, so that they can do some practice with 
counting in French using numbers.  And that’s really what we want to help our 
parents understand, that they’re learning alongside their child.  They are 
going to understand.  They are going to be able to help their children.  And 
where there is a lack of confidence just encouraging them to continue to read 
and talk about what’s happening at school is really important in supporting the 
child’s learning.
And then, to come in and ask questions.  Make appointments, have 
interviews and conferences with the teacher, come and talk with the 
administration if they feel they need to.  We really want to encourage that 
open-door policy—that they want to know what’s going on and we want them 
to know what’s going on.

LS: Parents are always very concerned about how to support their children in any 
learning endeavour.  Mathematics has become very complex and 
complicated.  All of the subject areas may be new to some of our parents but 
when considering a French immersion program for their children or an 
extended French program for their children or a core French or knowing that 
core French is part of the program, the concern on parents’ part is always, 
“How can I support my child?  I don’t speak French.”  Or “I’m new to the 
country.  I don’t understand French.  I don’t understand the Ontario 
curriculum.”  What I always say to parents is, “The most important support 
you can give your child is valuing what they do, giving them that vote of 
confidence that they can do, providing the home situation of a quiet space, 
dedicated time for homework, a good routine of sleep, a good routine of extra 
activity and exercise.  All of those things that parents only can give their 
children is what I say to parents that they can support their children doing.  
You don’t have to go and take a crash course in French.  What will happen is 
that students will help you learn French and that can be a very empowering 
experience for children no matter the age.  
I often hear of kindergarten kids talking about learning, or teaching their 
families, or their parents telling me that they’ve learned from their children.  
So that’s a very empowering situation that can occur in immersion and 
extended and core French classes.
The other aspect that parents want to know about always is homework:  “How 
can I help with the homework?”  And I always say that the homework is for 
the children.  “You already passed the grade your kids are in.  So we’re not 
expecting you to do their homework.  But there are websites and there are 
resources that you can use to enhance your child’s learning.  Mathematics for 
example, in an immersion class, is taught in French.  It’s very challenging for 
the kids and for the parents, but I always say, “Enhance that learning.  Are we 
doing fractions?  Then do the activities at home that can enhance the 
learning, or consolidate it by cooking or by measuring.”  So the message to 



parents is that just as in every other program, we don’t really expect the 
parents to bone-up on every subject area, and that’s the only way they can 
help their children; we tell them to enhance the learning.
The reason that FSL matters in a school are there are many of them.  I think 
one of the basic reasons is what we believe as a country also, but also what 
we believe as educators.  In terms of what we believe as a country, this is a 
country whose formation depended on the collaboration of two cultures, and 
that is something that’s very, very important to remember.


