
Transcript: Reflections of the FSL 
Principal Focus Group

Segment 4: FSL Programs are for All Students

Part B – English Language Learners in the Context of FSL
Female: On page 35 in the Framework document, it reinforces the assertion that 

English language learners do benefit from acquiring French as a second 
language.  In fact, researchers found that in one Ontario study bilingual 
students or those who were literate in English and Italian or another 
language, performed significantly better than their unilingual English 
counterparts in a study using oral and written tests to measure their French 
proficiency.  In this section of the video, the thoughts of the FSL principal 
focus group members regarding English language learners and the benefits 
of attending FSL classes will be heard.

AC: Learning more languages really only helps you put in the strategies in place 
that you’ve learned as you learned a second language and then a third 
language.  It definitely is not coming at a detriment to learning another 
language.  It’s only strengthening your literacy skills.
In many areas of our province we have the ELL population.  In our 
areas—area, we have the NSL population and that has allowed teachers to 
bring in the intercultural element into their daily task to make them more 
authentic.

WB: For our English language learners we know that they’re already working on 
their second language, which is English in Ontario, and that they do benefit 
from the FSL curriculum piece, and it’s very important that their skills in 
learning the second language of English can be applied to looking—learning 
that second language of French.  And so, in a sense, sometimes, those 
students are experts in our schools because they come at it already with a 
second language.  And so that’s an advantage to them.  And rather that(?), in 
our core French classrooms, those students come with a little bit of extra 
expertise in terms of their own learning ability and that bigger picture.


