
Transcript: Reflections of the FSL 
Principal Focus Group

Segment 4: FSL Programs are for All Students

Part A – Levelling the playing for all Students: The Introduction of a 
Second Language

Female: Welcome to this segment of the video series From Awareness to Action: 
Reflections of the FSL Principal Focus Group.  The purpose of this section is 
to delve deeper into the guiding principle “FSL programs are for all students,” 
and Strategic Area Four, “Supporting All Students,” found in a Framework for 
French as a Second Language, Kindergarten to Grade 12.  
As stated on page 10 of the document, “Research on brain development 
affirms the cognitive advantages of acquiring an additional language for 
learners of all ages.” FSL educators strive to meet the diverse needs for all 
students through the use of differentiated instruction and by providing 
accommodation and/or modifying expectations if necessary.
Let’s listen now to the FSL principal focus group members as they reflect on 
how FSL evens the playing field for all students.

MB: Students with special needs in FSL is a special opportunity.  FSL really levels 
the playing field for children, I think, with special needs.  Many children, if we 
want to speak specifically to core French, all children coming into the core 
French program have no prior experience with a second language, so right 
away everybody is on the same footing.  If your child is special needs, most 
likely you’re compensating for your difficulties with reading and writing 
through a really strong verbal component, capacity if you will.  And so these 
children are usually pretty verbal.  That’s what we want our core French 
program especially to be about; we want it to be about communication.  So, 
it’s a great opportunity to make—create an inclusive learning environment for 
those students.

LS: In terms of pedagogy and learning, when we say learning is for all, sometimes 
FSL is that subject that that student, who may be lost or may not see his 
strengths or her strengths, see them in FSL.  And I’m thinking students with 
special needs.  Special needs students often compensate for a lack of ability 
or a weaker ability in writing by their oral skills, and I’ve often seen students in 
FSL classes, even Immersion and Extended, that are very demanding 
classes, shine because the focus is on the acquisition of oral language first.  
And when a student feels successful, when a student feels that he or she is 
accessing a program through the skills of the student, then that is very 
powerful, and that’s what I would say to an administrator:  “If you go to your 
FSL classes and you’ve special ed students in those classes, you won’t 
recognize them.  They might be the stars of your class.



WB: So students who have special needs and students who have language 
learning needs are English language learners.  Learning French is a particular 
piece that requires flexible thinking on the behalf of the teacher.  So our 
students who have special needs, they may have physical needs, they may 
have learning needs, they may have social and behavioural needs.  However, 
when we think about learning French, learning French is supposed to be fun.  
They’re supposed to learn skills that are practical.  And so, when we think 
about that, our students who have those special needs will—learning the 
French should be extra fun for them and not a barrier.


