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Business Studies Courses and School-wide Leadership
This video provides a visit to an accounting class and presents a series of 
interviews conducted with teachers, students, and an administrator in which 
they talk about learning related to financial literacy in business studies courses 
and other courses, and through school-wide activities.

Note: A lesson plan is not included with this video because the video content 
consists primarily of interviews with students and staff.

Concepts for discussion within this video:
• Student leadership and community engagement 
• Learning in business studies courses and across the curriculum
• Catholic education connections
• Compassionate awareness 

Financial Literacy in Business Studies Courses (4:16 min.)
Teachers and students reflect on the knowledge and skills students are learning in business studies 
courses and how those apply to their everyday lives.

Time Speaker/Context Content

0:36 Classroom Discussion of general skills students are learning in business studies courses, 
referencing learning the language of accounting

1:07 Student(s) Discussing learning in the course

2:00 Teacher Aspects of financial literacy that teachers are helping students develop

2:22 Student(s) Noting skills they are learning that they can apply in the future

3:05 Teacher Helping students develop mathematical skills, recognizing how these are 
applied in everyday living, and making learning personally relevant

3:41 Student(s) Noting general skills they are learning and how they apply to their lives,  
(e.g., time management)
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Helping Others: Building Compassionate Awareness (4:59 min.)
Students who are involved in school-wide activities and fundraising for local and global charities 
share their thoughts about the skills they are developing and about citizenship and compassionate 
awareness. An administrator speaks about the connections to Catholic values and student learning in 
religion courses.

Time Speaker/Context Content

0:10 Teacher Discussing comments from parents, ties to life applications

0:37 Administrator Describing school-wide fundraising activity used to raise money but also build 
community and cohesion

0:57 Student(s) What she has learned through school leadership, awareness raising about money

1:15 Student(s) How to consider varying amounts of money when planning student activities

1:35 Teacher Club which uses micro-credit to support businesses in under-developed nations

1:53 Student(s) Describing their role and learning within this club, discussing use of technology 
and financial literacy

2:50 Student(s) Importance of raising awareness when fundraising, considering needs of others

3:11 Teacher Helping students build compassionate awareness to help others, making a 
difference

3:52 Administrator Connections to the Catholic Graduate Expectations, Catholic social teaching, parent 
engagement, giving back to local and global community

4:36 Student(s) Moral obligation to help others, regardless of faith

Preparing for the Future (4:30 min.)
Reflections include students’ comments about how they can apply the financial literacy skills they are 
learning now in the future – in their further studies, in their careers, and in their lives within society.

Time Speaker/Context Content

0:09 Student(s) Learning about financial literacy across the curriculum, (e.g., in Civics)

0:22 Administrator Learning across the curriculum and opportunities in co-curricular activities

0:58 Teacher Learning in Accounting – building business vocabulary, building skills that will be 
useful in life

1:40 Student(s) Learning in Careers class, planning for the future, importance of planning

3:00 Student(s) Value of instructional strategies that highlight personal relevance, discussion of 
learning in business courses

3:40 Administrator How the learning extends beyond the school - teaching students skills for life


