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Secondary: Grade 9-12 Business Studies and School-wide Leadership 
 
 

 
Student: Even just managing money is just important to know. 
 

Student:            In civics you learn about the political systems, and parties, so that 
you're informed and involved for when we get older, and we'll be 
able to vote and make a good choice. 

 
Linda Triantafillou: I think they have a number of opportunities open to them, whether 

it's through the core courses that we have in our business, math, 
science  classes,  English  classes,  religion  classes,  but  I  think 
beyond that, there's a number of opportunities in the co-curricular 
realm of a secondary school where students can develop skills and 
seize opportunities to learn about Financial Literacy through clubs, 
other types of events, fundraising, budgeting, all of those kinds of 
things  that  we  carry  through  outside  of  the  regular  classroom 
setting. 

 
John Barbati:     I believe grade 12 accounting, for example, is a totally different 

language.  And so I think that they feel like, after they take that 
course, that they speak a language that the business world speaks, 
and that they understand what the numbers mean, and they can 
look at them, and analyze them, and make recommendations for 
companies.  So there's a lot of a-ha moments in that class, but 
maybe they might start a home-based business in the future, and at 
least  they  know  that  they  filled  out  their  incomes,  and  their 
revenues,  expenses,  and  they  might  pass  it  over  to  another 
company to do, but hopefully they'll know that sense that, you know 
what, I may not be the accountant that does it, but I understand 
enough to know that I should be looking for these kinds of things. 
Yes, I appreciate those moments, because it reinforces the fact that 
we're doing something good, and hopefully they'll benefit from it in 
the future. 

 
Student:             I know this year for sure I definitely learned about Financial Literacy 

within the careers class we had to take, so every grade 10 has to 
take civics and careers, and within the careers portion, we learned a 
lot about post secondary education, and how we're going to be 
funding our university, and/or college education.  So we learned a 
lot about how much it's going to cost us, and where we're going to 
have to budget, and when we should start saving.  And so I really 
got interested, because you don't really realize how much money it 
is, and that you really do need to start saving now.  So within 
careers, I did learn about the huge impact money is going to have, 
especially in my post secondary years when I have to go off to 
university, and I have to be able to afford my tuition, and find some 
place to live, and money to eat.  So it's not really something that you 
think about until I took that course, and it really opens your eyes and 
I thought, yes, I have to start saving, I need to get a job.  So that 
really helped me out. 



Student:             It was really eye opening, because to think in two years that I'll have 
to go to university.  It's such a huge step, and at least now I have 
some knowledge, and I hope to gain more knowledge about 
Financial Literacy.  And there's other courses in the school, such as 
business leadership, which I hope in the future, I'll be able to take 
just to help me further along the process of becoming fully 
independent. 

 
Student:             Basically, all the business teachers at this school have their own 

unique way of making the course interactive for you, and making it 
interesting, so everyone can learn and remember what they're 
teaching you. 

 

 

Student:             I got the curriculum, but I also got a lot of life lessons.   When 
making purchases, after being through the business courses I've 
been through, some new things I've started to think about are, how 
long do I have to work at my part time job in order to afford this? 

 
Student:             It also really helps you differentiate between what's a need and 

what is a want, because obviously, everyone has wants, the whole 
economy, the whole world has things that they want, but it's really 
important to look at what you need first.  You can spend money on 
things you want after you have your needs, and your necessities 
covered, because obviously, you need to sustain yourself. 

 

 

Linda Triantafillou: And it really allows you to see not only the opportunities for them, 
but it allows you to see how great they can be.  Not just here at 
school, and not just in the realm that you're working with them, but 
again,  knowing  that  the  seeds  that  you  sow  here  are  going  to 
flourish outside of the school and in their future lives.  And hopefully, 
we're teaching them tools for life. 


