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Secondary: Grade 9-12 Business Studies and School-wide Leadership 
 

Suzanne Mann: I've had parents talk to me about the fact that they are happy to see 
that their kids are learning about real life situations.  So I often tie 
things into news stories, and things that are in the paper so that the 
kids have to find articles and real life examples of the concepts that 
I'm teaching.   And parents have shown that they appreciate that 
their kids are tying the real world to what's going on in their school 
lessons. 

 
Linda Triantafillou, Vice-Principal: What we try to do with Notre Dame Leads, or ND 

Leads as it's called, was bring different groups of students together, 
different students from a variety of co-curricular groups.   We 
developed a fundraising campaign that included all aspects of the 
school community, all contributing to one common goal, which was 
our Gift a Goat campaign. 

 

 

Student:             Working with ND Leads, and through the Gift a Goat campaign, I 
have learned to be a lot more conscious of how I use my money, 
and where it's going, and knowing that other people aren't as 
fortunate as I am, to have money to be able to use, and to have all 
your basic needs met. 

 

 

Student:             There was a lot of decisions to make, especially with the carnival 
that  we  held  this  year  about  how  to  accommodate  for  different 
people with different amounts of money.  And so what we ended up 
doing was, we made a rate for Civvies(ph) Day, but then that also 
included the games for the carnival, so if you pay one then you kind 
of get the other, so it's not a total money grab for everything you 
want to do that day. 

 
Suzanne Mann: The club that I support along with a fellow colleague of mine is 

called Financing Global Futures, and the whole idea of that club is 
micro-credit,  so  that  we're  supplying  small  loans  to  individuals, 
mostly in Third World Countries, to be able to start business and 
become self-sufficient. 

 
Student:             We're both involved in a group called KIVA, which is ND's Financing 

Global Futures, and essentially what we do is, loan to entrepreneurs 
in Third World Countries.  They receive our loans and they start up 
their business, and then slowly and gradually they pay back their 
loans… 

 
Student:             So we can reinvest it in new entrepreneurs.   And so we're giving 

them the means to be self-sufficient, start their own businesses, and 
so eventually they pay back the money and then we can reinvest. 

 

 

Student:             One thing that's really big right now is technology in spending.  So 
financially, we use computers for a lot more of our banking, and 
keeping track of our money.  So it's been a good thing for students 



to learn about online safety of money, and just the way that 
transactions go from person to person over the Internet.  So that's 
been one thing that's kind of interesting, because you don't get that 
in a lot of other clubs.  Most clubs in school use a float with money 
for their various events, and this one is a little bit different, and it's a 
good thing for modern financials. 

 

 

Student:             The  most  important  thing  that  we've  learned  is  probably  the 
awareness, that you can't just ask for money and expect people to 
give it to you.   You have to raise the awareness, and show them 
right in front of them that it's real, it's out there, it's happening. 
There are people out there that don't have money, but if they're 
aware of it, then they're definitely going to think about it more, and 
they're going to give more money. 

 

 

Suzanne Mann: I think students want to help others, and sometimes at the same 
time, they have the conflicting desire to use money for themselves, 
as well, but there is this intrinsic value in giving to others, and they 
get this sense of accomplishment, and sense of having helped 
others, and you really see it spark on the kids.  That whole being 
helpful, and actually making a difference in the world sort of eclipses 
the fact that they're giving up their money for that.  They're seeing 
their money actually do good, and I think, in that respect, they see 
the value. 

 
Linda Triantafillou: We try to come up with ways to live out our Catholic values.  So 

for me, what I find that needs to be a part of that is, living out 
Catholic social teaching.  I think it allows parents to feel confident 
and comfortable that their kids are in this environment, to be able to 
learn some of these things about moral responsibility, and a greater 
responsibility  to  the  common  good,  just  beyond  what  they're 
learning in the classroom.  Understanding that each of us has a 
responsibility, not only to our local communities, and our school 
community, but our global communities, as well. 

 

 

Student:             I look at it as, it's a moral obligation, either way, regardless of 
religion or faith.  We're all human beings, we all have the right to live 
the best we can. 

 
 
 

 


