
Video Viewer Guide - Financial literacy in Science

This video highlights how students have opportunities to learn about financial literacy in Science courses. 
Learning in Grade 9 Applied Science (SNC1P) and Grade 11 Environmental Science (SVN3M) is shown. 

Before Viewing
How can concepts related to financial literacy be highlighted as students develop scientific investigation 
skills and consider big ideas in science?

During Viewing
This video is presented in two segments. Consider the reflective questions posed for each of the segments.

1. Science (SNC1P) (8:53 min.)
 Students will conduct an energy audit of their homes. They calculate the cost of lighting their 

homes, considering the use of Compact Fluorescent Lightbulbs (CFLs) and incandescent light bulbs. 
Working in groups, students will develop tips to reduce their electricity costs in their homes.

• How did the teacher help students use scientific investigation skills, use relevant data and make 
environmental education connections as they engaged in researching the costs of lighting? 

• Doing a home audit involves requires sensitivity to students’ diverse living arrangements. 
Consider how this lesson is framed, and what you may need to do in your own class to include 
all students regardless of living arrangements.

• A parent discusses the value of working together with the school to support learning about 
financial literacy. How can teachers encourage parent involvement in supporting their children’s 
learning about financial literacy?

2. Environmental Science (SNC3M) (10:28 min.)
 Following a waste audit in their school, students will use scientific investigation skills to develop 

and implement an action plan to increase recycling behaviour in their school. They will address the 
economic and environmental impact of increasing recycling in their school. They will also propose 
methods of evaluating the effects of their action plans. 

• Listen to the range of student comments related to financial literacy. Consider how you might 
provide guidance and support for statements that could lead to a self-fulfilling prophecy,  
e.g., “I’m not good with money.” How could you respond to encourage a different outlook? 

• The students in the video come from diverse backgrounds and life situations (e.g., living 
independently, high level of support from home). Consider the diversity in your own class and 
how you can plan to support a wide range of student needs. 

After Viewing
In both lessons, the students were examining issues on both a micro and macro level. Consider how you can 
help students think about how individual decisions and actions can contribute to having a global impact.

Science (SNC1P)
• What strategies can you use to support students in thinking about how recycling impacts both their 

environmental and economic footprints?

Environmental Science (SVN3M)
• When the class visitor asked students why it makes financial sense to recycle, the student responded that 

you save money because you are not using as much energy. How can you support students in thinking 
about economic, environmental and societal connections as they learn?
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