
Video Viewer Guide - Financial literacy in technoloGical education – construction and communications technoloGy

This video highlights how students have opportunities to learn about financial literacy in Technological 
Education courses. Learning in Grade 11 Custom Woodworking (TWJ3E) and Grade 11 Communications 
Technology (TGJ3M) is highlighted. 

Before Viewing
Think about the opportunities that exist in technological education for building financial literacy 
knowledge and skills.

During Viewing
This video is presented in two segments. Consider the reflective questions posed for each of the segments.

1. Construction Technology: Custom Woodworking (TWJ3E) (7:16 min.)
The Grade 11 woodworking students are investigating the costs associated with building a set of 
kitchen cabinets. When planning, they consider a number of variables including identifying the 
materials needed, determining the amount of sheet goods required, managing the project budget, 
estimating costs and calculating exact costs. Working in groups, students have the opportunity to 
approach the task from different angles, depending on their interests, needs and abilities.

• This video shows one practical application related to financial literacy that can be made with 
this course. How does the teacher bring out this message as the students learn about making 
kitchen cabinets?

• The teacher makes comments about the life lessons associated with financial decisions that 
students gain in this course – importance of planning, having faith in yourself, and using 
thinking skills that enable them to make decisions as they go. How does he make the students 
aware of these ideas throughout the lesson?

2. Communications Technology (TGJ3M) (8:17 min.)
Students develop advertising strategies for various businesses.  Looking at different components of 
communications technology (e.g., marketing, production, design), they determine the most effective 
strategy for the specific target market of the business. When making recommendations about 
advertising strategies, students also consider the cost and environmental impact of the various 
advertising methods.

• Students make comments about the importance of understanding what advertising is designed 
to do. How do they – or could they – connect this learning to consumer awareness and money 
management on a personal level?

• What strategies does the teacher use to engage the students using differentiated instruction? 
How are connections made between what students are learning and their lives outside of class? 

After Viewing
Construction Technology: Custom Woodworking 
• The expert in this video segment comments that financial literacy is a critical life skill. What opportunities 

are there for developing financial literacy in other aspects of this course?

Communications Technology
• As the teacher works with the class, he makes links to concepts in financial literacy and environmental 

education. What other cross-curricular connections could be made related to this lesson and topic?
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