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Student: I think Financial Literacy skills can affect one's quality of life 
profoundly by giving one the ability to provide, invest, and 
contribute.   

Student: Financial Literacy to me would be budgeting for a vacation, or not 
overspending what money I don’t have, or not able to spend.  

Jane Rooney, Director, Financial Consumer Agency of Canada (FCAC): Financial 
Literacy is about having the knowledge, the skills, and the 
confidence to make responsible financial decisions. 

Tom Hamza, President Investor Education Fund: The point is, to be able to 
adequately direct the means that you have to the goals that you 
have.   

Narrator: Ontario, like many jurisdictions across Canada and around the 
world, has made a commitment to help students build Financial 
Literacy skills.  Our vision is that students will have the skills and 
knowledge to take responsibility for managing their personal 
financial well-being with confidence, competence, and a 
compassionate awareness of the world around them.   

Cashier: Three dollars in change.  One toonie, and one loonie.   

Student: Thank you.  

Cashier: Have a nice day, ma'am.  

Student: You, too.   

Narrator: Government, schools, and community all have a role.  

Cosimo Dilorio, Mathematics Teacher: Learning any kind of Financial Literacy 
concept is important, because no matter what pathway a student 
chooses in life, they have to manage their finances.  And at any 
grade level you can teach them things that will help them be more 
comfortable with that later on in their lives.   

Student: A lot of kids my age don't understand the point of responsibilities, 
just for finances is one of them, but also responsibilities of taking 
care of other people, taking care of your own stuff, taking care of 
just everyday things that you're not thinking about.  

Jim Sammon, Principal: They will need an awareness of the value of money, and I'm 
not talking the numbers on the bills, or the digits in the bank 
account, but an awareness of the time and effort put in, and the 



energy put into earning money, and then making wise decisions on 
how to spend that money.   

Student: I think that you're supposed to control the money, not money is 
supposed to control you.  

Narrator: Financial Literacy skills can be developed across all subject areas 
using current curriculum.  The Ministry of Education has produced 
curriculum linked videos, lesson plans, and viewer guides showing 
how Financial Literacy can be highlighted in a wide range of 
courses.  Background information and a teacher resource 
identifying Financial Literacy connections are available.   

Diane O'Shea, Parenting Teacher: What we tried to demonstrate today was the fact 
that Financial Literacy can be incorporated in many aspects.  

Maurizio Visentin, Program Leader: It is the initial year of, sort of, the integration of 
Financial Literacy into subjects, and so everyone is going to be at a 
different pace in learning.  

Narrator: Working in partnership with parents makes a big difference.   

Student: I find my parents have had an impact on how much I spend my 
money, and what's reasonable and what's not reasonable.   

Allison Catalano, Parent: Parents and schools can work together helping children 
learn about Financial Literacy in many different ways.  

Narrator: Across Ontario, valuable lessons are being learned.  

Student: Save, save, save, as much as you can.  Spend within your means. 

Student: I think that the most important skill that you actually learn, how to 
talk to people, how to manage with other people.  

Student: I have learned to be a lot more conscious of how I use my money 
and where it's going.  

Laura Kuzenko, Principal: Familiarize yourself and support the students along the 
way, and maybe learn something on the way, too.  

Narrator: Educators, parents, students, communities; we're all playing a part 
in building Financial Literacy.   


