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Elementary Highlights - Long 
 
 

Narrator: A person's financial story is often one that is incredibly personal.   

Carmen Oliveira, Grade Five/Six Teacher: Only in my 20's was I given a credit card, 
and without any understanding of what it meant to spend, and the 
interest.  And when I came to realize after years of university, and 
starting to pay OSAP (Ontario Student Assistance Program) and 
whatnot, that's when I started to realize, if I had known this before, 
so many of the decisions I made financially would have been 
different.   

Narrator: While she has hindsight now, Carmen also has Financial Literacy.  
She wants to make sure her own grade five and six students have 
the foundation for Financial Literacy.  She's helping them to build 
critical thinking, consumer awareness, and decision making skills.   

Carmen Oliveira: How I started was a question; would they be able, at this age, to 
understand that their decisions will, ultimately, really impact their 
lives starting now.  And from what we've worked on, the answer is 
yes. 

Narrator: She see’s opportunities to blend Financial Literacy within many 
curriculum expectations.   

Carmen Oliveira: The more you find room for it all across the curriculum.  So 
whereas in the beginning, maybe it was more about math, maybe it 
was more in literacy, so we're talking about persuasion, and media, 
and budgeting, and percents.  And then you start realizing, yes, but 
this goes right into healthy choices, and healthy choices is part of 
health and physical education, and then wait a second, but if they're 
able to talk about it, why can't they draw it?  Why can't they 
artistically put it together?  Why can't they act it out?  So it sort of 
starts stemming that way.  

Narrator: This lesson includes language and the arts.   

Carmen Oliveira: She defines beauty as family, love, and happiness.  That's deep.  
When you get to that depth, you really understand need.   

Narrator: Our vision is that Ontario students will have the skills and 
knowledge to take responsibility for managing their own personal 
financial well-being with confidence, and competence, while having 
a compassionate awareness of the world around them.   



Catherine Inglis, Teaching Learning Coach: It's not just the kids who are going to be 
running the banks, but those who are using the banks day-to-day.   

Narrator: So what is Financial Literacy? 

Catherine Inglis: So I think about money, obviously, money management.  Being able 
to navigate and understand how financial institutions, but also day-
to-day spending goes.  So I think someone who's financially literate 
understands how the world works in terms of money. 

Cheryl Zinszer, Superintendent: Understanding money in every day life is extremely 
important for every one of us, and it has to start at school based 
level, with young children and work up, so that when you become 
an adult, you're well aware of finances and how to manage it 
correctly, in every day living.  

Sara Wellwood, Core French Teacher: They need to learn how to navigate through 
their world, and money is involved.  Finances are involved in, I 
would argue, almost everything in life, at some point.  

Heather Sears, Principal: Helping kids to reflect on their own personal beliefs and 
values, and helping them develop that decision making, problem 
solving process that will enable them to make financial decisions.  

Student: I know that it's smart to buy things you need, not just to go out and 
buy things that you desire.  

Student: I save up until I have that money, then I just get all my coins and 
stuff for the tax.  

Student: It applies in your life a lot, and when you learn it in grade six it will 
help you all throughout your life, because it's in everyday things, like 
when you just go to the store, we handle money every day.   

Brenda Peacock, Parent: My kids actually thought that we just had to go to the bank 
and we had unlimited funds.  Every time we stuck our plastic card in 
there we could get whatever we wanted.  So we actually showed 
them our statements and said, see, we went to the bank yesterday 
and this is what came out, but it's because we had money in there. 

Narrator: It's our complex and fast changing world that has made Financial 
Literacy a focus for governments worldwide.  Many have made 
commitments to examine Financial Literacy education.  Here in 
Ontario, we're promoting Financial Literacy opportunities within the 
current elementary curriculum.  Edward Mah is new to explicitly 
teaching Financial Literacy. 



Edward Mah: To be honest with you, it's one of those things where, it's in the 
curriculum.  As teachers we see it in the curriculum where there's 
math, health, even science, personally I've never really, I guess, 
delved into the topic of Financial Literacy until recently, when I've 
heard about it in the media, or talking to other administrators, or 
teachers about it.  Until I realized, it is important, that students need 
to learn about Financial Literacy.  

Narrator: We're all learning, all of the time.  

Natalie Whitehouse, Grade Six Teacher: I had to really reflect on what my 
competencies are in terms of Financial Literacy, and I have a lot to 
learn with them, and that's part of the process, and letting them 
know that I'm learning also, and being a lifelong learner, and 
teaching them to be lifelong learners, also.  I'm going to have to 
investigate that with you, I get to be the learner.  

Gilbert Lacroix, Instructional Leader: We're not expecting teachers to know 
everything about Financial Literacy.  It's the willingness to have the 
skill to say, I do not know, but I can find out.  What we know, we 
know, and what we don't know, we'll find out, we'll find the answer, 
and by doing this, we are giving the tools to the students, these 
analytical thinking tools, and the skills to research and find, and take 
a step, and read.   

Narrator: Opportunities to reinforce Financial Literacy skills already exist 
within the current curriculum.  And these are identified in a Scope 
and Sequence document, available on the Ministry website.  
Teachers are taking those opportunities and highlighting them.  

Jay Major, Grade Six Teacher: So it's not just one more thing that gets piled onto a 
teacher's workload, it's something that you can sort of touch on a 
bunch of different areas of the curriculum.   

Deb Van Hees, Special Education Resource Teacher: For me, it was a matter of 
seeing what the financial literacy entailed.  That it wasn't a whole 
new curriculum, it's already integrated into everything, it's just 
teasing it out and highlighting it.  So it's just a matter of me going 
through and seeing exactly what's included in there.  

Narrator: Deb Van Hees, co-teaching with Katie Drewes, connects a math 
and health lesson to Financial Literacy.  The class plans a healthy 
party menu on a budget.   

Katie Drewes, Grade Seven/Eight Teacher: So teaching kids about budgeting for a 
party is really just the beginning little piece that will lead to much 
greater things.  



Narrator: Nathan Startek approaches Financial Literacy through geography 
and language.  His grade eight students explore how connected 
local and global economies are.  

Student: Then I started thinking about what processes went through it, and if 
I took away one thing, how many people would be affected by this? 

Narrator: They also look at another important part of Financial Literacy, 
compassionate awareness.  

Nathan Startek, Grade Eight Teacher: We look at the idea of service to others, and 
that's a big component.  We've talked about fair trade, and how a 
fair living wage is important, not just for us, but to somebody living 
halfway across the world.  It's not just enough to sustain yourself, 
good quality life is important.   

Narrator: Students take the initiative to demonstrate and discuss the 
importance of compassion during this core French lesson at the 
market.   

Student: (Speaking in French.)  Je vends le poivre et les carrottes. 

Narrator: The lesson, blending drama and Financial Literacy, includes roles 
that portray a wide range of economic situations.   

Student: If someone has less, and someone has more, I think it's good to just 
share what you have with people that don't have it.  Like some 
people are homeless and stuff, and so people donate stuff, and that 
sort of relates to what we were doing, and sharing, and helping 
others.   

Narrator: There's knowledge and resources in your school community.  In 
Natalie Whitehouse's classroom, a school custodian chats about the 
school's energy usage, while students reflect about the 
environmental and financial implications.  

Mr. Carl, Custodian: That's when we turned off the lights for one hour.  

Narrator: Some educators are sharing Financial Literacy learning with their 
professional learning communities.  

Catherine Inglis: One of the big things that was really eye opening was, we were 
almost all starting to assess our own value system, we were all 
assessing some of the decisions we make, you know, you get into 
issues around fair trade, and ethical investing, and those types of 
things.  So we were getting into some of those higher level 
discussions within our group, but when we start questioning it 



ourselves, it helps us to be more passionate, when we're more 
passionate we're better teachers.   

Narrator: The experience of highlighting Financial Literacy skills within a 
lesson has some teachers reflecting on how their own bias has an 
impact on their teaching.  

Sara Wellwood: It's important the next time I teach a lesson, whether it be Financial 
Literacy or anything that I teach, I am going to be more aware of 
where I'm coming from.  In my middle class background, where I'm 
coming from and things that I would think would be normal for 
everybody, isn't normal for everybody.  So to give that a thought 
before I teach a lesson is going to be very important.   

Narrator: Administrators see their role in this initiative.  

Lillian Scibetta, Principal: Supporting is incredibly important for something to work 
out, and as an administrator, the first thing I have to do is, ensure 
that the resources are available to all the staff members.  And when 
I'm saying staff members, not just the teachers, we're looking at the 
educational assistants that are involved, and any volunteers.  With 
that, I find it's very important that we have a job embedded learning 
happening, with mentors if teachers need some mentors, or they 
can visit another classroom, just to see how lessons are being 
taught in Financial Literacy, that they can bring back with them the 
best practices to their classroom.  And also remember, we have 
children with all different abilities, and we have to really ensure that 
every child has the opportunity to learn and go further.   

Narrator: Financial Literacy also links the school further with its own greater 
community.  

Karam Aly, Parent: And they can know what's going on around the community, and 
how they can connect it to their future, as well.  When they grow up, 
and what they should do, and how to deal with situations, and how 
to be fair.  

Sylvia Edwards, Parent: It inspires the kids to try harder, like, hey, I have a part in 
this world, too, I have a part in this little activity, I make a difference 
in my future, my choices affect what happens tomorrow.  Short term 
goals help these kids realize there's big life long goals that they can 
make, and maintain, and set for themselves.  So it is positive to 
have parents and teachers teaching these types of goals in financial 
and everything, it all matters.  



Narrator: Video resources, supporting lesson plans, and viewer guides 
provide examples, along with reflective questions to help educators 
probe student thinking.  

Claire Holland, Literacy Coach: What kinds of privileges do people who have those 
tokens have, that others don't?  And what does society look like, or 
feel like, or sound like when wealth, or money, or justice is shared 
on three different levels?   

Narrator: You can see all of the teachers from this video in action, sharing 
their practice with you.  

Claire Holland: Financial Literacy is about informing yourself about how a system 
works, and then intelligently making a choice within it.  And so I felt 
like great drama comes from the response to a problem, or solving 
a problem.  And so putting students in a created environment where 
they have to make a choice, or a choice has been made for them, 
and they have to react to or work within it, seemed to be a natural 
fit.  

Student: You have a different point of view, so then you know how other 
people feel.  

Narrator: While the lessons have grade levels attached to them, for example, 
Emily Samuel's lesson on travel planning and skills for life includes 
grade eight curriculum expectations.  You may find this lesson, and 
others, a valuable resource for your teaching of any grade.   

Emily Samuel, Grade Eight Teacher:  Whether you're planning on saving, or whether 
you're planning on spending, either way you need to know what's 
coming up in the future, and plan accordingly.  

Narrator: You may see activities, strategies, and tips that you can use with 
your learners.  Or the resources may just get your own creativity 
going.  To explore the resources and much more, please go to 
EduGAINS.ca.   
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