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Narrator: All of these students will eventually have their own financial stories to tell.  

Their teacher, Carmen Oliveira, is laying the foundation for financial literacy.  She is 

helping her students build critical thinking, and decision making skills.   

 

Carmen Oliveira, Teacher, grade 5/6: Realizing the incredible power that you have 

in, sort of, instilling that in children, and the fact that they're able to do it.   

 

Narrator: She feels that if she had financial literacy knowledge as a child… 

 

Carmen Oliveira, Teacher, grade 5/6: So many of the decisions I made financially 

would have been different.   

 

Narrator: Our vision is that Ontario students will have the skills, and knowledge, to 

take responsibility for managing their personal financial well-being with confidence, 

competence, and with a compassionate awareness of the world around them.   

 

Susan Cousineau, Principal: Children in this economy have a lot of buying power, 

and a lot of influence.  They have so much access to information, they really need to 

know how to filter it, and how to make decisions based on their own values and 

beliefs.   

 

Narrator: It is our complex and fast changing world that has made financial literacy a 

focus for governments world wide.  Many have made commitments to examine 

financial literacy education.  Here in Ontario, we are promoting financial literacy 

opportunities within the current elementary curriculum.  This integrated approach 

allows educators to find real world, real life contexts for their own learners.   

 

Nathan Startek, Teacher, grade 8: And we can say, you are going to use this in the 

real world, because it is part of your life, it is part of your day-to-day living.  

 

Narrator: There are new resources available online to supplement knowledge for all 

educators.  Our report includes background and research.  A scope and sequence 

guide highlights the curriculum opportunities that already exist within our current 



expectations.  A video series highlights ten examples of this initiative.  It includes a 

range of grades, and subjects. 

 

Child: Bonjour.   

 

Narrator: You will hear more from Carmen as she shares her story of integrating 

financial literacy using language and the arts.  You can also hear from Edward Mah, 

who is explicitly teaching financial literacy for the first time.  New or experienced with 

financial literacy… 

 

Gilbert Lacroix, Instructional Leader: We are not expecting teachers to know 

everything about financial literacy.  It is their willingness to have the skill to say, I do 

not know, but I can find out.  What we know, we know, and what we do not know, we 

will find out.  

 

Narrator: You will also hear from other educators who are supporting the learning, 

and you will hear from parents.   

 

Sylvia Edwards, Parent: It inspires the kids to try harder.  Like hey, I have a part in 

this world, too.  I have a part in this little activity.  I make a difference in my future.  

My choices affect what happens tomorrow.   

 

Narrator: Supplemental resources, such as lesson plans and viewer guides, 

highlight curriculum connections, teaching and assessment strategies, along with 

ideas for student engagement.  The resources give educators the chance to delve 

deeper into the lessons, and choose the best approach for their learners, so that 

they will have positive financial stories to share.   

 

Child: Then I try to stay within my limits, and spend accordingly to my plan.  

 

Narrator: To explore these resources and much more, please go to EduGains.ca.   

 
 


