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Elementary: Grade 8 Geography and Language 
 
 
 

 
Narrator:            Nathan's community, like many worldwide, has recently seen some 

economic changes. 
 

 

Nathan Startek: Jobs, businesses are downsizing, so it does hit home for a lot of the 
kids, they are seeing it more readily at home. 

 

 

Narrator:            Learning about Financial Literacy helps students understand these 
complex issues. 

 
Janique  North,  Credit  Counsellor:  Sometimes  things  happen  which  will  make  a 

drastic effect on our finances, and things are beyond our control. 
So you have to learn the basic skills to be able to prepare yourself, 
that when you're faced with that kind of situation, that you are able, 
and you've developed your thinking skills, and your problem solving 
skills, that you have a backup plan, that you are able to still move 
forward and be able to take responsibilities, and not end up in a 
financial crisis. 

 

 
Narrator:            Throughout the lesson, you may have noticed concepts related to 

building compassionate awareness. 
 
Nathan Startek: We look at the idea of service to others, and that's a big component. 

We have talked about fair trade, and how a fair living wage is 
important, not just for us, but to somebody living halfway across the 
world.  It's not just enough to sustain yourself, good quality life is 
important, and our students have been very blessed to be part of 
things.    These kids have had connections, through various 
organizations,  where  they've  had  opportunity  to  see  that  what's 
going on within themselves does make a difference.  They're able to 
directly see money that they've raised for other organizations.  They 
get feedback, and it's important to see the results of what you're 
doing, and I think that's a big component of it. 

 
Lillian Scibetta:  I think the important thing is, that you model it, you live it. 

Narrator: Nathan has the support of his school community. 

Lillian Scibetta:  Supporting is incredibly important for something to work out, and as 
an administrator, the first thing I have to do is, ensure that the 
resources are available to all the staff members.  And when I'm 
saying staff members, not just the teachers, we're looking at the 
educational assistants that are involved, and any volunteers.  With 
that, I find it's very important that we have a job embedded learning 



happening, with mentors, if teachers need some mentors, or they 
can  visit  another  classroom  just  to  see  how  lessons  are  being 
taught on Financial Literacy, that they can bring back with them the 
best practices to their classroom.  And also remember, we have 
children with all different abilities, and we have to really ensure that 
every child has the opportunity to learn and go further. 


