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Elementary: Grade 6 Science and Technology and Language 
 

 
Narrator: Financial Literacy may be a new topic for you, just like it was for 

Natalie. 
 
Natalie Whitehouse: I had to really reflect on what my competencies are in terms of 

Financial Literacy, and I have a lot to learn with them.  And that's 
part of the process, and letting them know that I'm learning also, 
and being a lifelong learner, and teaching them to be lifelong 
learners, also.  I'm going to have to investigate that with you, I get to 
be the learner. 

 
Gilbert  Lacroix,  Instructional  Leader:  We're  not  expecting  teachers  to  know 

everything about Financial Literacy.  It's the willingness to have the 
skill to say, I do not know, but I can find out.  And this is absolutely a 
rich aspect, because I'm sure there are many questions that would 
come up during a classroom setting that would probably be 
unexpected, and teachers must be willing to say, well, let's find out. 
Let's do the research, do we have an expert?  Are there experts that 
can give us some information, then decipher what the information 
means, and how it applies.  This is the approach that teachers must 
take, they should be wide open and just say, we don't know.  What 
we know, we know, and what we don't know, we'll find out, we'll find 
the  answer,  and  by  doing  this,  we  are  giving  the  tools  to  the 
students, these analytical thinking tools, and the skills to research 
and find, and take a step, and read.  Because they are faced with a 
wealth of information, and they have to learn how to decipher that 
information, filter it, and find the answers that they require for their 
own success. 

 
Narrator: From the administrator viewpoint… 
 
Heather  Sears,  Vice  Principal:  I  think  it's  the  importance  of  not  seeing  it  as 

something more, but something that already exists, and highlighting 
that.  Just providing time for teachers to continue the good work that 
they're doing, and highlighting it for them. I think that that's 
important. 

 
Narrator:            Knowing  your  learner  is  always  important. Natalie  has  several 

strategies for the wide range of abilities in her classroom. 
 
Natalie Whitehouse: There is a wide range of needs in this classroom, and it's not 

the typical thing that you would consider to be a diverse classroom, 
there are many invisible differences in the classroom.  For example, 
I have a student who is a selective mute, so I have to be very aware 
of how to include her in classroom discussions.  How do I assess 
her for learning when she's not as actively engaged in class 
discussions?   And how do I make sure that all the students are 
aware of how different they each are. So that when they're 
interacting, they're recognizing the difference among themselves, 
and how to respect each other that way. 


