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Financial Literacy in Grades 5 and 6 Language and the Arts 
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Elementary: Grades 5 and 6 Language and The Arts (visual arts) 
 
Narrator:            Carmen has been teaching students about Financial Literacy for 
some time, and knows with any lesson… 

 
Carmen Oliveira: Some might not go as well as planned, or that sometimes the 

discussions do take a turn in another direction, but that's teaching, 
and that's learning. 

 
Narrator:            She also has the support of other educators in her professional 

learning community, including her school principal. 
 
Tom  Plassaras,  Principal:  It's  just  providing  an  ear,  first  of  all,  to  listen  to  the 

teachers, to listen to the students, to indicate that I am fully 
supportive of what they're doing, and to give them the opportunity 
that yes, what you're doing is great, and keep doing that.  Some 
examples might be, providing them with release time, the staff, the 
teachers.  Other supports might be providing them financially with a 
little bit of money to get them going, and also helping the students in 
any way possible too, giving my time by talking with the students 
and working with them. 

 

 

Narrator:            The  Financial  Literacy  conversation  quickly  extends  beyond  the 
school community. 

 
Carmen Oliveira: A lot of parents were getting involved, so since they were studying 

it at school, why not apply it at home?  So we had things sent home 
saying, these are ways that you can actually help your child sort of 
work through it, and think through it, and maybe that will help you 
have this conversation with them.   So it started very much as a 
basis of, what do you think of it, to how do you do it, to how does 
that impact your life with your family? 

 
Patricia Legrand, Parent: When they learn from very young age, grade four, grade 

five, then they're not going to be kids every day, they learn so then 
they will be able to handle their finances independently.  Because 
credit card companies, when they are at 18 years of age, they are 
going to hand over them a credit card, and then they won't know 
how to handle it, they will just use their money.  So they will be able 
to plan themselves. 

 
Mary  Jane  McNamara,  Central  Co-ordinating  Principal,  TDSB:  They're  learning 

about something that they hear about every day, whether or not 
they're at home speaking about it with their family, they're often 
speaking about money with friends, they're speaking about it with 
other people, their role models, I mean, Financial Literacy is 
everywhere.  So when students hear it everywhere and then their 
teachers are taking it an using it in lessons to be able to help 
develop skills, then it becomes a natural part of the curriculum. 



 

 


