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Core French: At the Market 
 
Introduction 

 

Narrator: Meet Sara Wellwood.  She's a core French teacher.  She tells us 
that building her young students' financial knowledge and 
understanding is relevant in today's world.   

Sara Wellwood, Core French Teacher: (Speaks in French.)  I think that even the 
language surrounding financial interactions has changed.  ATM 
machine, online banking, all those things that didn't even exist, that I 
didn't have to read about, or listen to, or understand when I was 
their age, they need to learn how to navigate through their world, 
and money is involved, finances are involved in, I would argue, 
almost everything in life, at some point.  

Narrator: For today's lesson, she's learning with a grade six and seven class.   

Sara Wellwood: (Speaks in French.)   

Narrator: She's found opportunities to highlight Financial Literacy using 
curriculum expectations from French as a second language, and the 
Arts.  The students will participate in a role play, shopping for food 
in a market.  This provides an opportunity for a contextualized 
authentic activity, focused on communication with connections to 
real world situations.   

(Students communicating in French.) 

Sara Wellwood: I wanted to make it a real situation, because you can teach words in 
isolation, but if they don't actually use them, they'll forget them.  So 
here we are learning words in a context, and I hope that they'll 
remember them because they learned them in a specific context, 
and we practiced the words mostly in context, not in isolation.  

Narrator: Financial experts say, discussing age-appropriate real life scenarios 
can really strengthen the learning.   

Chantal Giroux, Investment Counsellor: I would be talking about employment 
income, talking about minor expenses, speaking about allowances, 
saving money for small items that they may want to purchase, 
talking about budgeting.  

Narrator: The principal of the school sees the value in Financial Literacy.  She 
had read the Ministry provided reports and research.   



Helen Peterson, Principal: Financial literacy, the more I read about it, is an extremely 
important area.  If you think about the fact that we want our students 
to have the knowledge and skills to be able to make informed and 
responsible personal financial decisions, to participate in the 
decisions of their families in a responsible way, and also students 
need to be aware of local, and global events that are impacting on 
their financial and economic well-being.   

Narrator: We're joining Sara in lesson seven of an eight part unit.  

Sara Wellwood: I began the unit by showing them pictures, and videos of what a 
market would look like in Paris, and they learned about the different 
people who would be at a market, the people who sell fish, the 
people who sell cheese, and what they could expect.  And we talked 
about Euros, and prices, and exchange rates, and how to make 
sure you stay within a budget, so that you're not buying too much, 
even if there's a deal, you know, you buy four for the price of one, 
because if you only went in to buy one, you don't necessarily need 
to be spending all that much money.  And they knew that they had 
to either sell or buy items, and they learned the vocabulary 
surrounding that.  The harder part is the higher order thinking skills 
in French, because their French isn't at that level yet.  

Narrator: To support students in expressing their thoughts in French, Sara 
uses a few strategies.  She provides verbal and written cues to help 
students with words or expressions.  You'll also see her giving 
visual hints.   

Sara Wellwood: It's an easier way to teach new vocabulary.  

Student: I can put words together, but sometimes it wouldn’t work out and 
she doesn’t really care if it works out, she just wants you to try.  

Narrator: Let's watch as Sara gets her students thinking about shopping at a 
market in Minds On.   

 

Minds On   

 

Student: (Speaks in French.)   

Narrator: Sara's grade six and seven students will speak in French as they 
role play purchasing food and other items from a market for a picnic.  
To recap prior learning, they review vocabulary.   



Student: (Speaks in French.)     

Sara Wellwood: I also had to think about how to present Euros to them, and in terms 
of Euros, I had to explain an exchange rate, and most kids have 
never used the word Euro, so to them, money all over the world is 
dollar, Canadian dollar.  So even still while we were practicing, they 
would say dollar.  And I said, no, it's not a dollar, because it's worth 
more than a dollar, and so that's a really key concept, and I brought 
in different money from countries.  Like I brought some money from 
Haiti, and old French Francs to show them that money looks 
different.  They said, hey, it's small.  The coins are similar to ours, 
so we had a whole discussion about that.  And if you've not 
travelled with your family, if you haven't had that experience, that's 
completely new to them.  

Narrator: Sara introduces a word match activity.  The students mingle until 
they find who has the French equivalent to their English word.  Sara 
introduces the learning goal.   

Sara Wellwood: (Speaks in French.)   

Narrator: The class co-constructs the success criteria.  

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)  

Sara Wellwood: Sara sets the stage for the activity with pictures of a French Market 
and music.   

(Music playing.  Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Narrator: Now the students are set for action.  Let's watch as they get into 
their roles and go shopping in the market.   

 

Action   

 

(Students speaking in French.) 

Narrator: Sara has set up the market as a real life scenario with vendors, 
customers, and market supervisors who greet the shoppers.   

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   



Narrator: The students were given choice as to what role they wanted to play, 
depending on their interest and ability.   

(Dialogue between students in French.)   

Student: I had to be a seller, which I was supposed to be a farmer, so I would 
sell fruits, and vegetables.  (Speaks in French.)   

Sara Wellwood: The differentiated instruction, or my DI, came from my roles that I 
gave the kids.  So the kids that I knew could handle the idea of 
bringing buyers in, they sold items.  And they had been given the 
vocabulary that they needed to be successful at that role, and I 
walked around and prompted the kids who were, maybe, speaking 
in English, or who weren't on task, and helped them get through the 
dialogue to buy something, or to sell something.  But all in all, I 
differentiated by the roles, and I gave them the vocabulary that they 
needed on their card, so that they could quickly have a reference.  
In real life, there are not very many things that you need to do 
without being able to use a reference.   

Narrator: The cue cards contain details of their character, along with support 
words and phrases, if needed.  Every card is different, and every 
shopper has been given a different budget.   

Sara Wellwood: So I wanted to make sure that the market was a real situation, so 
some kids couldn't buy anything that had nuts in it, some kids only 
had five Euros to spend, some kids only had five minutes that they 
should have been shopping.  So I wanted to make it as real for them 
as possible, because not everyone goes into a market and has the 
entire day, and an unlimited amount of funds to do that.   

Narrator: Students keep track of spending as they go.  

(Dialogue between students in French.)   

Narrator: The market is now closed.  Before the students gather for a picnic, 
they'll reflect on the experience.  That's next in Consolidation.   

 

Consolidation   

 

Narrator: The buzz around the room is a strong indicator the students enjoyed 
the activity.  



(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Student: I really enjoyed it, because you got to be with your friends, and I 
think I learned a lot more French doing the market. 

Student: I'm trying to figure out the prices, because I never got a price for this 
stuff, so I didn't know what I should make the prices of. 

Student: I tried to negotiate, but if I couldn’t then I'd just have to walk away if 
it wasn't in my price range. 

Narrator: Sara reviews the success criteria with the students, who reflect on 
their own experience and assess themselves related to the criteria.   

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Narrator: The class discusses different vocabulary they used in the market.  

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Narrator: Sara asks the students about how much money they had to spend, 
which varied widely.   

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Narrator: And students talk about challenges.  

Sara Wellwood: (Speaks in French.)  

Student: Sometimes when you were at different stands, other people had 
already bought what you wanted.  

Sara Wellwood: (Speaks in French.)   

Narrator: Sara prompts the students to recall a prior class discussion in which 
they generated reasons for shopping at a local market.   

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Narrator: But all of this conversation about food is making the students 
hungry.   

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Narrator: The students now enjoy a picnic snack.  Coming up next, Sara tells 
us about an a-ha moment, in Learning Reflections.  



 

Learning Reflections 

 

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   

Sara Wellwood: The goal of, I think, a core French program in general is to give 
them the vocabulary so that they can go to a French speaking 
place, wherever that may be in the world, and be able to 
communicate so that they can get what they need, or do what they 
want.  So I think that teaching the vocabulary is key, and then 
showing them how to use it within a context, a real world context is 
also important.  And then as you saw at the end of our lesson, 
taking it to the next level and thinking about it on a much broader 
level.  Like we did for Financial Literacy, what does that mean, why 
would you want to learn about buying and selling in different 
countries, for example?  Part of the curriculum in general in Ontario 
is to think, and to make inferences, and make connections, and 
evaluate, and the higher order thinking skills that we're trying to 
generate.  So if you think about core French sort of working with the 
other subject areas, it's important for them to see that you can do a 
simple French activity and then use those higher order thinking 
skills that they've already learned to express themselves.   

Narrator: This Financial Literacy lesson integrates curriculum expectations 
from French as a second language and the arts.  Sara did think of 
including other curriculum expectations.  

Sara Wellwood: We talked about also trying to involve geography, but they ended up 
being higher order thinking skills, the idea of a local economy and 
local produce, and all those ideas.  So in the lesson you can see 
that we touched on it, so I think that it can be done, and I think that 
you would need to plan a longer unit so that you could give them the 
vocabulary and the phrases they would need to express those 
ideas, but it's completely possible.  And this unit gave me the 
opportunity to think about that, because so often, because I go in 
and I teach French and I go out, you forget that you can incorporate 
other subjects into your core French lessons, and it makes it more 
exciting and more hands on for your kids.   

Narrator: In the lesson, there were a few a-ha moments for Sara, including a 
few scenarios where students adapted their roles.  

(Dialogue between Sara Wellwood and students in French.)   



Student: My friend sort of helped me out a little, because they had a lot of 
money, and I had a little bit.  If someone has less and someone has 
more, I think it's good to just share what you have with people that 
don't have it.  Like some people are homeless and stuff, so people 
donate stuff and that sort of relates to what we were doing, and 
sharing, and helping others.  

Sara Wellwood: So they decided amongst themselves that, in order for everyone to 
have what they needed for lunch, they were going to have to help 
each other financially, which is a pretty important idea, and a lesson 
in and of itself.  So just the idea that the kids decided that they 
needed to help their friends, and that they knew that they had the 
resources to do that.  And we're always asking, you know, how 
many times a year do you get notices that charities need your help?  
And it's about that compassion, knowing that you have enough that 
you can share with someone else, and the kids brought that out.   

Narrator: And experts say that compassion and sensitivity students 
demonstrated is valuable, and has real world implications.  

Janique North, Credit Counsellor: I think it's important to have compassion for 
anybody that's going through a financial hardship.  In my role in the 
community and my employment, I have a lot of people knock on my 
door because they're at the point they've lost control of finances, 
they're facing a big debt load in their lives, and I basically commend 
them to even finding the courage to come in my office and 
discussing that subject in order to try to find a best solution for them.  

Narrator: Parents say they also see the importance of Financial Literacy, and 
want to be part of the conversations.   

Cara Blais, Parent: I think communication is key.  If the teacher could let parents and 
guardians know what they're focusing on in class, and using the 
same language as the kids are using in classroom to apply it to 
those real life situations that we have at home.  And so 
communication, and I think, just sending examples home too, about 
what they've done in class so parents can start incorporating those 
into applicable situations at home.  Maybe sending home a task or 
something that the kids can use to start making those connections 
between home, and school, and real life situations.   

Narrator: It also gave Sara the opportunity to reflect on the importance of 
considering bias.  

Sara Wellwood: I think that bias is tough, because you don't always think about your 
own bias, you aren't always aware of it.  So just when you asked me 
that question, I thought of, I had a bias, I've been to a market in 
France, I've been to a market in Paris, and it was a lovely 



experience, it was fun and it was exciting, and so why not share that 
with my kids?  So that is a bias in and of itself.  And my healthy 
eating bias was there, and the idea that no one brought in huge 
baked goods, and we had a lot of fresh produce, that's a bias that I 
have, as well.  And even the way that I teach is biased, in terms of, 
a lot of teachers are very comfortable getting up in front of the class, 
but it's very hard to give them the floor, and so that was a huge leap 
of faith for me to teach them, and hope that today they were able to 
use their vocabulary, and use it on their own, essentially.  They 
were leading their own lesson.  So it's important, the next time I 
teach a lesson, whether it be Financial Literacy or anything that I 
teach, I am going to be more aware of where I'm coming from, in my 
middle class background.  Where I'm coming from in things that I 
would think would be normal for everybody, isn't normal for 
everybody, so to give that a thought before I teach a lesson is going 
to be very important.   
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