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Media Literacy and Music Piracy 
 
Introduction 
 
 
Narrator: This is Jay Major's class.  His grade six students already have their 

own financial stories to tell.  

Jay Major, Grade Six Teacher: These are the years where babysitting, and lawn 
cutting, and snow shovelling start to come into play, so kids are 
getting to an age where they're going to start to be doing part time 
jobs and things, so budgeting, understanding finances, bank 
accounts, interest rates, those kinds of things are really crucial at 
this point in their lives.  So getting that fundamental knowledge and 
building on that, I think, is going to be very, very helpful.  

Narrator: Financial Literacy can be integrated into any part of the curriculum.  

Heather Sears, Vice Principal: I think much like financial literacy, there are 
foundational skills that students need to learn.  They need to be 
critically literate.  They need to be able to solve problems.  And I 
think that when we use examples like Financial Literacy as the basis 
for that problem solving or critical thinking, that it highlights the 
importance of all of those things.   

Narrator: In today's class, as students are developing media literacy skills, 
Jay is challenging his students to think beyond their own dollars and 
cents, and look at the personal, ethical, and global impact of 
choices related to music piracy.  

Jay Major: How does the music industry affect you guys?  Brian? 

Student: Well, we're able to listen to music on the radio or something, and 
then if they're going away, then we really won't be able to listen to 
anything.   

Jay Major: Okay, very good.  So it affects you guys in the music that you listen 
to.  

Narrator: Music is something students are connected to, but understanding 
issues surrounding music piracy may be new to many students.  In 
the next segment, we'll look at how Jay helps connect his students 
with the issues, through Minds On activities.  

Minds On 

 



Jay Major: Now, to start off with, what I'd like to do is, I want you to just close 
your eyes and visualize something.  All right, I want you to picture 
you have been wanting to buy a specific thing for a long time.  You 
really, really, really wanted a laptop, or a new video game system, 
or a computer, or whatever, you really wanted something for a long 
time.  So you think, okay, how can I do this?  You start to save your 
money.  You do little odd jobs here and there, or maybe you shovel 
driveways in the winter time, maybe you do some lawn cutting in the 
summer time, maybe you do some babysitting.  But every time that 
you do one of these things, what you do is, you put your money 
away.  You keep squirreling it away in your piggy bank to make sure 
that you've got enough money, eventually, to buy that specific thing 
that you really, really wanted for a long, long time.  So a few months 
go by, and you've been saving for a while, and you've been 
budgeting, and you've been tucking it away, and you've done a 
great job, you've got enough money to buy it.  Finally the day comes 
where you know that you have enough in there, you open up that 
account, you open up that piggy bank, you have a look inside and 
you realize, something has happened to your money.  You thought 
that you had enough, you thought that you've saved quite a bit of 
money, you thought that you were right to where you need to be, 
and all of a sudden you realize that someone, or something, has 
been sort of taking money from you for a little while now.  I want you 
to think about how that makes you feel.  Open your eyes.  

Student: Let down, because you saved up all this money and you were 
thinking, today I can finally buy this thing that I've been saving up 
for, and then you don’t have enough money.  

Student: I felt angry, because if I saved up a lot of money and stuff like that, 
and I lost it just because, I don’t know why I would lose it, all my 
hard work would just be flushed down the toilet.  

Narrator: Students make connections between their feelings and the impact 
of music piracy.  They discover that there's much more to a 
products price than just what they pay at the cash register.  

Jay Major: The breakdown of a CD that costs $15.99, the pie chart that you 
can see is a breakdown of where that $15.99 goes.  You put your 
money down and you buy the CD, you take it home, this is where all 
of that ends up.  So that's the breakdown of the CD, or the cost of 
the CD itself.  

Narrator: Students gather information and organize ideas as they watch some 
sample videos.  They're learning that a decision to use pirated 
music, or purchased music, is part of a much bigger financial 
picture.   



Jay Major: So these are some of the present financial consequences, some of 
the problems that have been caused by music piracy.  There's 
some pretty big numbers here, so that's the tax that they would get 
back from music that was sold legitimately, they lose that 
completely.  Is this really a problem?  Based on the numbers that 
you just heard, all those big gigantic numbers of money, is this a big 
deal, or is it not?  Then we're going to move on to the second 
question, what can be done about it?  And part of that second 
question, as well, is, how can you get the word out?  I want you to 
think about ways that you could share that message about anti-
piracy.  How could you share it so that it's accessible to the most 
number of people? 

Student: Everything below the music industry breaks down, too, so it's a 
really big problem that needs to be solved.   

Student: I mean, it could affect the whole country, what if everyone loses 
their jobs? 

Student: It won't affect everyone, I mean, it's just the people who work there, 
and then they lose money, right? 

Student: But they all lose their jobs, and they'll have to re-hire new people, 
and then they'll all lose their jobs, and then just go over, and over.   

Student: Well, they'd be smart, because if they knew they were losing money 
and all that, why would they join, right? 

Student: It's just the breakdown, like if one company goes down, everybody 
relies on each other, so.  

Narrator: Jay's Financial Literacy lesson is attached to learning about making 
responsible choices as a citizen.   

Gilbert Lacroix, Instructional Leader: And the role that one plays within the 
community as a citizen, financial decisions that one makes can 
have a huge impact on my neighbours, on my community as a 
whole.  

Narrator: In the next segment, students get into action.   

 

Action 

 



Narrator: Jay's class is going to explore media literacy in the language 
curriculum.  The intention is that students will develop the critical 
thinking, and analytical skills they require as consumers, and as 
citizens.  

Jay Major: Check off whether you think that that's a successful, or an 
unsuccessful commercial, whether you think it gets to the point, 
whether it does a good job, or whether it doesn’t, and then I'd like 
you to put some little notes as to why or why not.  Why is it 
successful, or why is it not successful, in sharing the message of 
anti-piracy.  

Student: We all know that downloading a free, pirated movie isn't as bad as 
stealing a car, but it's still sort of the same.  

Student: It's like a gateway.  

Student: It still adds up, because stealing is wrong.   

Student: Stealing a movie, stealing a song, stealing a car, stealing a 
handbag, everything is the same.  Sometimes one is worse than the 
other, but they still have the same consequences.   

Student: And it's still against the law.  

Narrator: Through the discussions with small groups and the class, students 
begin to understand fraud and its consequences.  Some students 
change their thinking.  

Student: It kind of changed, because I like getting stuff free, of course, 
because everybody wants to, but now that I've heard that it's a 
crime, and it's stealing, and you have to have a fine, then I'd rather 
just pay.  

Student: I get what they're trying to say, but it's not like you're grabbing a 
guy's CD and running away with it, it's downloading the music from 
the computer.  So.  

Student: So that really wasn't… 

Student: Yeah, I don't think that was successful.  

Student: So I guess we can all agree that wasn't successful.   

Student: Yeah.  I like the music, though.  



Jay Major: And the next step of this is, we're going to determine what's 
successful and what's not.  You can take pieces from each of those 
that says that it's successful.  There's elements of that that are 
successful.  You might not like the whole thing, but if there's pieces 
of it, then that's what we're going to take right now and talk about 
what makes the right video.   

Narrator: By looking at the videos with a critical eye, the students are 
becoming more aware as consumers, and understanding the goals 
of advertisers.   

Jay Major: What made a successful video to you?  What made it successful to 
you?  And as I said, I had a really good conversation with this group 
about, yeah, you might not have liked the video, but you can at least 
appreciate some of the things that would make it successful, or 
what are some of the high points of each individual.  

Student: The message was clear.  I think that was our problem  with number 
three, there was a bit of confusion as to what message they were 
getting across, at first.  

Jay Major: Excellent, a clear message.  And obviously, that's the most 
important part about this, because you're trying to share a message 
of anti-piracy, and in order to do that, the message has to be clear.  
Brian, what else? 

Student: Obviously, it could be funny and have a clear message at the same 
time, because some were just not good, because they kept being 
too funny. 

Jay Major: So they sort of missed the point?  You could still be funny, but have 
a point, right?  So humour is often something that really attaches 
something, it has an emotional attachment to it for people, and me, 
personally, that's what I prefer in commercials and videos, so that I 
can make more of an attachment to it.  You guys have a really good 
list of things that would make a successful video here, and I think 
that's certainly a good spring board for the next part of this activity.  
So at the bottom of the page is a section on an overview.  What I'd 
like you to do is, to plan, or to think about, or jot down, what you 
think the ultimate anti-piracy video would be to you, personally.  
What we're going to do from those is, you are going to discuss 
amongst the group and pitch your idea.  So you're going to decide 
on which one, within the group, you'd like to go with, and then that 
will be broken down and sort of flushed out here.  We are going to 
be producing our own anti-piracy videos… 

Student Yes! 



Jay Major: …as a group, all right? 

Narrator: You may have heard that "Yes!" in the background.  The students 
are excited.  Using video technology as a tool enhances student 
engagement.  

Bernadette Smith, Principal: Technology is a huge piece, in terms of how we 
integrate all the different pieces into our curriculum, and with 
technology comes a lot of expense, as well.  And so even as 
educators, we are looking at the budgets that we're given, which are 
based on our students needs, but technology has a large cost to it.  
So we see the relevance of it, and so we also have to see, though, 
how are we going to make it work that we access all of the different, 
amazing resources available now, to really engage our students and 
provide them the opportunities that really connect with the real 
world, and what they're really interested in.  

Narrator: Coming up next, the students consolidate what they've learned 
today, and a short look at the final assignment.   

 

Consolidation 

 

Jay Major: Right now, you're going to find a stack of sticky notes.  What I'd like 
you to do with those, please, is I want you to fill out one for each of 
the following three criteria.  Number one, I'd like you to fill out one 
on any questions that you have about music piracy, okay.  Number 
two, I'd like you to fill out one on what you think potential solutions 
to this problem are.  And number three, I'd like you to fill one out on 
what you've learned about music piracy today.   

Narrator: The students then do a gallery walk to see what their classmates 
have written.  It took several more days to get to the culminating 
activity, an anti-piracy public service announcement video.  
Students used video to demonstrate their learning.  They developed 
and shared a message in a powerful way.  Here are a few 
examples.   

Student: Music piracy affected our business because it made us lose money, 
and then we had to let go of some of our workers because we didn't 
have enough to pay them.  That's how music piracy affected me.  

Student: Music piracy is a big deal.  It affects everyone.  Don't do it.  



Narrator: In the next segment, we'll reflect on Jay's lesson.   

 

Learning Reflections 

 

Narrator: Jay's grade six students learn about Financial Literacy and develop 
their critical thinking skills by examining the cost of music piracy 
through language and the arts.   

Jay Major: One of the things that I've found great about it is, it's fantastic to go 
cross curricular.  So we're not just specifically talking about math in 
these instances, we're talking about bringing in language.  We're 
talking about bringing in drama, and art, visual arts, all those 
different areas can be addressed with this so it's not just one more 
thing that gets piled on to a teacher's workload, it's something that 
you can sort of touch on a bunch of different areas of the 
curriculum.  

Narrator: Financial Literacy can be integrated with many parts of the 
curriculum, seamlessly.   

Gilbert Lacroix: And we are giving students the tools, and a variety of tools, whether 
it being in numeracy, whether it's in languages, whether it's in 
science, there's always a component of Financial Literacy that can 
be addressed, can be integrated.  

Narrator: Students see the need to learn about Financial Literacy.  

Student: It encompasses so many different skills, and I think that's a really 
good way to teach students, and it's practical, like we deal with it in 
our every day lives, so that's what I find really interesting, that it 
encompasses so much.  

Student: Kids have to understand money now, so when they get older they're 
going to understand it then, when they actually have a job.  

Student: It applies in your life a lot, and when you learn it in grade six it will 
help you all throughout your life, because it's in every day things.  
Like when you just go to the store, we handle money every day, so I 
think it's a good skill to learn.  

Jay Major: Obviously, we're talking about 11 and 12 year olds, in this case, that 
aren't going to have to worry about a mortgage at this point, but to a 
kid at that age, perhaps a bank account is just as serious of an 



issue to them, or purchasing things that they are interested in 
buying, is just as interesting to them, or as important to them, as 
making sure you're making that monthly mortgage payment, or 
whatever, to an adult.  So I guess, sort of fine tuning things, 
simplifying for a kid's perspective, I found, makes that a little bit 
more digestible for me, too.   

Narrator: So he knows his learners, and also takes into account the financial 
diversity of his class.   

Jay Major: It's really important to know where the kids are coming from, so that 
we're not sort of shuffling anybody off to the side, or making 
anybody feel uncomfortable based on what's being presented.  
Obviously, when you're talking about finances, there's going to be 
some disparity there.  As a teacher, I think that's something we 
have to be really mindful about when we're presenting these ideas.   

Narrator: Jay worked with other educators within his professional learning 
community to integrate financial literacy into his lessons.   

Bernadette Smith: We have to work together as a school team, and we have to think 
about what professional development is necessary for our teachers 
to truly understand what is financial literacy.  How does it integrate 
into already good practices that are happening, and it's not an add-
on to what we're doing.  Financial Literacy, from my understanding 
of it, really goes beyond just the money piece, just the math piece.  
It involves being a socially responsible individual, and this starts at a 
very young age, because it is understanding that the efforts, and 
what it is that we put out there, have impact later.  So if we don't 
help students to develop the responsibility that they need now, the 
finance piece could easily take over one's life.  So as educators, we 
need to help children to truly understand what it means to be a 
responsible citizen within the world, and what kind of responsibilities 
they have to make a positive difference, and to take hold of their 
own goals, and responsibilities to make a change, and to reach the 
goals that they set for themselves.   
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