
Students in a Grade 9 Music course and a Grade 10 Guitar Music focus course participate in a number of 
learning activities examining key factors to consider when purchasing a musical instrument or a major 
piece of equipment. Students compare and contrast different options, thinking deeply about needs and 
wants as well as factors such as price, durability, maintenance costs, purchasing options, feel and quality. 
Students complete initial research at school using catalogues and online sources of information. To extend 
the learning, they have the opportunity to use community resources and visit a music store to examine 
first-hand the instruments they were researching. 

Concepts for discussion within this video:
• Financial literacy

 –wants versus needs
 –comparison shopping
 –consumer awareness
 –transferable skills

• Student engagement - making personal connections
• Critical thinking 
• Assessment for and as learning 
• Community partnerships

Minds On: Exploring Needs and Wants through Music (5:19 min.)
Students in the two classes discuss needs and wants and how this relates to making a purchase of a 
musical instrument. They discuss factors that would need to be considered when making a purchase.  
The principal, teacher, and students discuss the value of learning financial literacy skills such as planning, 
comparison shopping, negotiating price, and exploring purchasing and payment options.

Time Speaker/Context Content

0:20 Classroom Introduction of the lesson with a discussion of wants versus needs

1:24 Principal Role of financial literacy

1:36 Student Needs versus wants

1:53 Classroom Discussion of factors to consider when purchasing a piece of musical equipment

2:09 Student Importance of the feel of the instrument, feeling of achievement after planning for a 
purchase and making it

2:34 Teacher Importance of learning skills related to financial literacy

2:53 Principal Building awareness of the value of money, making wise decisions about spending

3:16 Classroom Co-construction of factors to consider before making a purchase

3:43 Classroom Consideration of factors such as purchasing options, needs and options with different 
instruments

4:40 Students Learning associated with financial literacy, application to their lives
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Action: Researching Options (5:32 min.)
Students examine two hand-held recording devices and learn about examining specifications and making 
comparisons between two products. They debrief as a class, noting similarities and differences. Students 
discuss the relevance of price and quality as factors in their decision making. Before moving on to begin 
research about personal instrument purchases, the teacher provides an opportunity for assessment for 
and as learning where students reflect on their current understanding of financial literacy concepts.

Time Speaker/Context Content

0:10 Classroom Comparison of two hand-held recording units, comparing specifications, teacher provides 
support, reminding students to check the co-constructed success criteria

0:50 Classroom Students share their observations and comparisons

1:38 Students Price and quality as considerations

1:57 Classroom Students continue comparisons, discuss “substantial price difference,” comparison shopping

2:30 Classroom Assessment for and as learning – check in regarding financial literacy terminology

3:31 Classroom Researching instrument purchases, considering needs

4:05 Student Transferable skills – planning to make a purchase

4:14 Classroom Tools to support research assignment 

4:35 Teacher Investigating options when making a purchase, making wise decisions

4:59 Student Motivation – connection to needs and wants

Consolidation: Reflecting and Extending the Learning (5:20 min.)
Students discuss what they learned with their initial research and identify how skills they would use when 
making a decision about an instrument purchase apply to making other purchasing decisions in their 
lives. They have an opportunity to take a field trip to a music store to have a hands-on experience in doing 
comparisons by trying out different instruments. They wrap up their learning with a gallery walk, sharing 
their research, and reflecting together on what they learned.

Time Speaker/Context Content
0:10 Classroom Debrief after research, students share their learning from their initial research, discussing 

price range, instrument features

1:09 Classroom Discussion of transferring this learning to making other purchases

1:40 Classroom Student comment about working within a budget, getting your money’s worth

2:00 Classroom Discussion of next steps, extension of learning at a community music store

2:40 Teacher Value of seeing options when making a purchasing decision

3:08 Store Students making observations during store tour

3:21 Teacher Alternatives to a field trip that would support student learning, accessing community 
resources

3:47 Students Gallery walk and discussion of key learnings associated with making an instrument 
purchase

4:05 Students Importance of developing skills now, learn different ways of purchasing things

4:35 Student Applying skills to making purchases based on needs and wants
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