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Segment Four: Using Assessment to Inform Instruction  
 
Length: 4:53 minutes 
 
Synopsis: 
 
In this clip, educators demonstrate how they use assessment for learning and assessment 
as learning to address English language learners’ individualized programming needs. 
Starting points and ongoing instruction are facilitated through student created identity 
texts. 
 
Key Insights: 
  

 Allowing students lived experiences to guide instruction creates meaningful 
opportunities for learning. Student-created identity texts and book selection in the 
classroom provide a rich learning context while affirming students’ lives. 

 
 Strategic programming develops learning goals which target content area 

instruction from the curriculum, language development and learning skills 
connected to the STEP ELD Continua.  

 
 Ongoing tracking and monitoring of English language learners' progress promotes 

assessment for learning leading to responsive instruction. 
 
Starting the Conversation: 
 

1. While viewing the video again, make note of the features in the classroom 
environment that support the learning of English language learners. 

 
2. The teacher in this clip described students co-creating visual anchor charts about 

learning skills. Refer to the Orientation to School Life in Ontario ELD continuum. How 
can students use this continuum to facilitate their own goal setting? What strategies 
could be used in the classroom to promote use of an anchor chart about 
collaboration? 

 
3. In what ways did this video highlight the use of a gradual release of responsibility 

model to support students receiving ELD support? 
 

4. The ELD STEP Observable Language and Literacy Behaviours (OLLBs) support 
teachers in making decisions about the necessary accommodations and 
modifications that students with limited prior or interrupted schooling require. 
Discuss how this informs your practice. 

 
 
Application of Learning and Print Resource 4: Deconstructing the Orientation to School 
Life in Ontario Continuum 
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Connections and Extensions 
 
Professional learning facilitators using this video may also wish to make connections and 
extensions to the following topics: 
 

 Identity texts 
 Culturally responsive pedagogy 
 Language Experience Approach 
 Assessment as learning 
 Co-constructing criteria 
 Guided practice 
 Literature circles 

 
Additional Links and Resources: 
 
English Literacy Development (Capacity Building Series; Ministry of Education, April 2014) 
p.7: 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_LiteracyDevelop.
pdf 
 
ELD STEP Continua and Orientation to School Life in Ontario Continuum (2014): 
 http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/ell/index.html# 
 
Selecting Texts to Align with Steps (p.24), Steps to English Proficiency Initial Assessment 
User Guide: 
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesELL/Assessment/STEP/STEP_InitialLanguageAssessme
nt/STEPUserGuide_IntialAssessment_June2012.pdf 
 
Student Identity and Engagement in Elementary Schools (Capacity Building Series, Ministry 
of Education, May 2011): 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_StudentIdentity.
pdf 
 
Culturally Responsive Pedagogy (Capacity Building Series, Ministry of Education, Nov.2013): 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_ResponsivePeda
gogy.pdf 
 
Making Good Choices-Financial Literacy Series is an ERGO produced resource funded by the 
Ontario Ministry of Education (2014): 
 http://www.ergo-on.ca/#!making-good-choices/c1ynv 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_LiteracyDevelop.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_LiteracyDevelop.pdf
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/ell/index.html
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesELL/Assessment/STEP/STEP_InitialLanguageAssessment/STEPUserGuide_IntialAssessment_June2012.pdf
http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesELL/Assessment/STEP/STEP_InitialLanguageAssessment/STEPUserGuide_IntialAssessment_June2012.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_StudentIdentity.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_StudentIdentity.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_ResponsivePedagogy.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/CBS_ResponsivePedagogy.pdf
http://www.ergo-on.ca/#!making-good-choices/c1ynv
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Application of Learning and Print Resource 4: Deconstructing the Orientation to School Life in Ontario Continuum 

 

Participants may work in small groups or pairs. Participants will need to refer to the Orientation to School Life in Ontario 

Continuum. 

 

• Examine the descriptors for one learning skill from the continuum through the progression from Developing to 

Sustaining. 

• Discuss what you notice. How does the learning skill change and evolve over time? 

• Create a graphic representation to capture your group’s thinking. (You may record electronically or on chart paper). 

• Consider what information could be gathered to determine when a student is able to move to the next phase of the 

continuum. 

• What questions are coming up for your group? 

• Show or post your visual for others. Share out your observations. 

 

As groups/pairs share their observations ask, “What generalizations can be made about how this continuum is designed to 

address the unique learning needs of English Language Learners (ELLs) in an English Literacy Development program?” 

 

 

 


